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County Commission honors city fire chief 

CR 347 awaits work 

Chinese monkey research lab and night meetings discussed 

 
Pausing for a photo opportunity after the Levy County Commission honored Chiefland 
Fire Chief James Harris on Tuesday morning (Nov. 8) are (from left) Commissioner 
John Meeks, Commissioner Desiree Mills, Fire Chief Harris, Commissioner Lilly Rooks 
and Commissioner Matt 
Brooks. 
~ 
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     BRONSON – Chiefland Fire 
Chief James Harris, who plans to 
retire relatively soon, was 
honored Tuesday by the four 
members of the Levy County 
Board of County Commissioners 
who attended the regular twice-
monthly meeting. 
 
Commissioner Lilly Rooks 
and Commissioner John 
Meeks sit next to each other 
for a pre-meeting photo 
opportunity when requested 
to do so by an award-
winning daily news website 
publisher and editor. 



HardisonInk.com 

 
A bouquet of flowers sits on the dais near soon-to-retire Levy County Commissioner 
Lilly Rooks. During the primary elections, a majority of the qualified voters in Levy 
County chose Tim Hodge as the next commissioner to fill this soon-to-be-vacated seat. 
Hodge was in the audience Tuesday morning. 
 
     Commission Chairman Rock Meeks, whose district includes the City of Chiefland, was absent. 
     Commission Vice Chairman John Meeks led the meeting, and he was the first to speak about his 
respect and gratitude for the service Chief Harris has provided for the past 12 years to the people in 
the fire district covered by Chiefland Fire Rescue (CFR). 
     The Chiefland Fire Department covers the entire city, but it is also responsible for a large area in 
the unincorporated part of Levy County surrounding the city. Chief Harris is known for having 
obtained at least two fire engines for the city for extremely low cost, and he has led firefighters, 
Paramedics and EMTs on CFR to significantly improve the level of service provided by the agency in 
the past 12 years. 
     The Levy County Commission presented Chief Harris with a plague of appreciation. 
     Acting Chairman Meeks was the first to speak. 
    He said it is bittersweet to see Chief Harris retire, just as it is sad to see Levy County Commissioner 
Lilly Rooks retiring. And yet, he hopes both people enjoy their retirement. 
     As he spoke about the presentation of the plaque to the fire chief, the acting county commission 
chairman said Chief Harris has been very loyal to the people of Chiefland and to the people of Levy 
County during his 12 years as chief of the CFR. 
     Meeks said that while he and Harris did not always agree on some aspects of fire and EMS 
methods, Chief Harris always had the best interests of the residents and visitors of Chiefland 
uppermost in his mind. 
     “He did everything he could to empower and better his department,” Meeks said of Chief Harris. 



HardisonInk.com 
“So, although we may have disagreed on budget stuff or other internal issues of how departments 
were runs, and things of that nature, I know in my heart that Chief Harris always put the citizens of 
Chiefland first.” 
     Acting Commission Chairman John Meeks went on to speak a bit about Harris as a member of the 
Chiefland area community. 
     Meeks said Harris contributed to the betterment of Chiefland when he was off duty as well as when 
he was active in fighting fires, saving lives, balancing the budget, hiring employees and volunteers. 
     Harris was active in the booster club of Chiefland, and he was “ingrained in the community, and 
the fabric of Chiefland,” Meeks said as he commended the man on his helping that part of Levy 
County above and beyond the call of duty he completed as fire chief. 
     County Commissioner Rooks said she was glad to have been able to speak with Chief Harris about 
facts relevant to fire departments, and he would tell her exactly how it was. 
     “He was easy for me to work with,” Rooks said, “and I appreciated the information that he gave 
me.” 
     County Commissioner Matt Brooks spoke next. 
     “I just want to thank you, Chief Harris, for your loyalty and dedication to our county and to 
Chiefland,” Brooks said, “for taking the time and sitting down with me. When I was a new 
commissioner, I sat down with the chief and he pretty much educated me on the system.” 
     Brooks said he is grateful for the time the chief spent with him to help him understand, and the 
commissioner said he is grateful for the actions Harris performed to save lives and property in Levy 
County. 
     Commissioner Desiree Mills thanked Chief Harris for his dedication and service to Levy County, 
adding that the people of Levy County appreciate him. 
     With that, the chief went to the front of the auditorium in the Levy County Government Center. 
After accepting the plaque, the chief let the presenters know there was a typographical error, because 
he served as chief of the CFR for 12 years, not 22 years. 

 
Other Action 
     In other action and information from the regular twice-monthly meeting, the four county 
commissioners present completed their public service in the public eye as a group. 
     A few of the many items they spoke about included the possible repaving of Levy County Road 347, 
and there was some response to public input regarding the purchase of land in the Morriston area for 
a research lab for primates. 
     The Chinese monkey lab story that has spread in various forms over the past months, 
     In a Nov. 2 press release from PETA, it noted This week, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis and more than 
4,000 Gulf Hammock–area residents received urgent letters from PETA warning them about a plan 
to turn Levy County into a monkey importation center. 
     “The Chinese company JOINN Biologics has purchased 1,400 acres of land and plans to build a 
massive facility to receive and quarantine newly imported monkeys, effectively establishing the 
county as another point along the dangerous and deadly wildlife-trade chain,” the PETA press release 
noted. 
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Levy County Sheriff’s Office 9-1-1 Coordinator Mike West speaks to the County 
Commission before commissioners approved two requests from the LCSO. In 
answering a question, Coordinator West said the 9-1-1 failure by Verizon this past week 
was due to Verizon alone, not because of the LCSO 9-1-1 system. 
 
     In other action and information from the regular twice-monthly meeting, the four county 
commissioners present completed their public service in the public eye as a group. 
     A few of the many items they spoke about included the possible repaving of Levy County Road 347, 
and there was some response to public input regarding the purchase of land in the Morriston area for 
a research lab for primates. 
     The Chinese monkey lab story that has spread in various forms over the past months, 
     In a Nov. 2 press release from PETA, it noted This week, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis and more than 
4,000 Gulf Hammock–area residents received urgent letters from PETA warning them about a plan 
to turn Levy County into a monkey importation center. 
     “The Chinese company JOINN Biologics has purchased 1,400 acres of land and plans to build a 
massive facility to receive and quarantine newly imported monkeys, effectively establishing the 
county as another point along the dangerous and deadly wildlife-trade chain,” the PETA press release 
noted. 
     As for this event coming to fruition, the Levy County government has noted before that some 
people appear to be premature in their presumptions. 
     During the Public Comments part of the agenda on Nov. 9, Commission Meeks acknowledged 
receiving email forms from residents in Bradenton (Manatee County), LaBelle (Hendry County); Lake 
Butler (Union County) and Chiefland noting concern about the allegations of a monkey importation 
center. 
     Meeks has said before the process to even seek such a development has not started. 
     On another Public Comments matter, a couple of women asked the County Commission to improve 
the ability for people to see and hear live commission meetings, and an email was sent from a man 
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seeking to have six nighttime regular meetings a year, which is something that already exists. 
     The person who sent in that public comment email form presumed that five County Commission 
members were retirees who are all older than 65 years old. Commissioner Meeks said he is the oldest 
member of the commission, and he is in his 40s. He is not retired, by the way, and he owns and 
operates the Ace Hardware Store in Bronson. 
     The City Council of Williston has the most interactive system in the area. People can participate via 
the Internet during live broadcasts of those twice-monthly regular City Council meetings that are 
broadcast on YouTube.com. 
     As for night meetings, they are no more well-attended than the daytime meetings, except when 
there is a matter of specific interest to people. 
     Commissioner Meeks reminded listeners that individuals can speak with their County Commission 
members outside of meetings. It is only against the law for members of the same board to converse 
with each other about matters upon which they may be voting. 
     For instance, a person can call his or her county commissioner and say they would like to be able to 
watch the meetings from their home on their computer via the Internet. 
     Another method for people in Levy County to express their opinion is by calling the office at 352-
486-5218 to speak with staff members. 
     Also, people can send emails to County Commissioners. Those email addresses are:  
John Meeks, District 1: district1@levycounty.org 
Rock Meeks, District 2: district2@levycounty.org 
Desiree Mills, District 3: district3@levycounty.org 
Tim Hodge, District 4: district4@levycounty.org 
Matt Brooks, District 5: district5@levycounty.org 
 

CR 347 awaits work  
     Levy County Road Department Administrative Coordinator 
Alice E. LaLonde spoke to the County Commission about the possible repaving of Levy County Road 
347. 
     That matter was tabled for action at a later date. 
     The engineer for the project and the Florida Department of Transportation suggested that Levy 
County shorten the project to 1.76 miles, which would elevate the wetlands from the permitting with 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 
      LaLonde noted that the suggestion from the FDOT and the engineer would allow the project to 
move forward as the County Commission would prefer -- completely. 
     With the cost of construction now – about $1.9 million for 1.76 miles -- compared to what it was 
when the project was let, the prices of things have doubled, LaLonde noted. 
     That is the reason for the new proposal, she said. All of the new scope of works includes adding an 
additional foot of pavement and reconstruction of the roadway along with the general work associated 
with projects, such as new signs, paint, etc., LaLonde said. 
     The work would end at the large culvert (waterway) on the road, she said, according to the current 
suggested revisions.  
     The Levy County Commission was not very happy with this suggestion. 
     As a result, the County Commission requested that LaLonde noted return with the cost of 
resurfacing the entire project without widening it, that she provides the County Commission with an 
estimated cost for the Levy County Road Department to finish the project.  
     The members of the Levy County Commission are not interested in leaving the project unfinished, 
LaLonde noted after the meeting.  


