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Suspected kidnapper caught in Chiefland 
and held without 
bond at the Dixie 
County Jail 
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     CHIEFLAND – A 27-year-old Orlando man who fled from Dixie County was 
arrested in Chiefland in the early morning hours of Oct. 31, and while he was initially 
jailed in the Levy County Jail, he is sitting in the Dixie County Jail now, where he is 
being held without bond, according to records. 
     Shawn Tulsie Persaud, 27, of Orlando, was arrested by Dixie County Sheriff’s Sgt. J. 
Van Zile after the sergeant, several other DCSO deputies, Florida Highway Patrol 
troopers, Levy County Sheriff’s Office deputies and officers with the Chiefland Police 
Department brought the search for this suspected felon to a conclusion, according to 
records. 
     As of Nov. 7, Persaud was being held in the Dixie County Jail, charged with 
kidnapping - no bond; tampering with a witness -$500,000 bond; false imprisonment - 
$500,000 bond; interference with child custody - $5,000 bond; grand theft - $1,000 
bond; willful and wanton reckless driving - $1,000 bond; driving while license 
suspended or revoked - $1,000 bond); and fleeing in an attempt to elude a law 
enforcement officer -$100,000 bond, according to records. 
     The set of events leading to these charges began in the early morning hours of Oct. 31, 
when Sgt. Van Zile was conducting security checks at Dixie County parks and boat 
ramps, according to records. 
     That is when he saw a small silver-colored Nissan sedan with fogged windows parked 
at Dixie County’s Turner Point Boat Ramp and Park, which has a sign posted to show it 
closes at dusk, according to records. 
     Upon contacting the vehicle's occupants to tell them about the violation of a county 
ordinance, the driver Persaud drove away at a high rate of speed. 
     Van Zile saw a female attempt to exit the vehicle, screaming for help. Fearing that the 
female had been kidnapped, Van Zile chased the vehicle for several miles, until Persaud 
slowed down and the female exited from the vehicle, according to records. 
     Persaud then left again at a high rate of speed, reaching a speed of 130 mph at one 
point, according to records.  
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     During the pursuit, a DCSO deputy attempted to put spike strips in front of the 
Nissan, to flatten the tires. They were unsuccessful. Persaud and the other deputies went 
to Levy County and into the city limits of Chiefland, according to records 
     Persaud lost deputies when he drove into a Chiefland residential area, where he 
turned off the vehicle’s lights. Persaud abandoned the vehicle at a residence, where he 
did not know or have any affiliation with the homeowner. 
     A Chiefland Police Department officer found Persaud’s vehicle parked at the 
residence where the suspect parked it. 
     Members of the FHP, LCSO, CPD and DCSO set up a perimeter in the area. A short 
time later, Persaud was found hiding in the bushes near his vehicle.  
     The female victim, a 16-year-old juvenile, alleged that Persaud had contacted her via 
social media and lured her from her home under false pretenses, according to records. 
Persaud gave her a fake name and promised to take her to see her friends. After leaving 
her residence, Persaud took the victim to a local boat ramp and held her against her will, 
according to records. 
     As she was being taken from the point where the deputy first saw the car, she tried to 
get away, according to records. At one point during the chase, the suspect took the girl’s 
cell phone from her and threw it out of the vehicle’s window, according to records. 
     Persaud was placed under arrest at 2:45 a.m. on Oct. 31, and he was transported to 
the Levy County Jail, according to records. On Nov. 1, the defendant was transported to 
the Dixie County Jail for his first appearance, where bonds were set, according to 
records. 
     The Dixie County Sheriff’s Office provided records to HardisonInk.com within 12 
hours of them being requested on Nov. 7. 


