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RV request denied 

Temporary moratorium  

on new pole barns continues 

 
Richard Bloom tells the Dixie County Commission why he wants to have a special exception to 

place an RV in a Residential Single Family/Mobile Home zoning district in Steinhatchee. His 

and his wife’s petition for the special exception was denied. Dixie County Zoning Officer Julie 

Herring stands to the left in the photo. Zoning Officer Herring traditionally reads the 

documentation of zoning requests as well as participates in the public hearings on this type and 

other types of zoning matters. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 4, 2022 at 5:15 p.m. 

     CROSS CITY – Four out of five special exceptions or variances to land development regulations were met 

with approval Thursday morning (Nov. 3), but one request was denied. 

     Usually, these petitions are granted unless there is an objection. Sometimes, they are even approved if there 

is a rejection. 

     This meeting on Thursday was no different in that respect, however there was an overriding difference at the 

Nov. 3 meeting, because this is the start of an era with a four-member Dixie County Board of County 

Commissioners. 

     Former Dixie County Commissioner James Valentine (Dist. 5) resigned due to health reasons. The County 

Commission asked Gov. Ron DeSantis to appoint a replacement. Historically in the past 16 years, the governor 

of Florida is very, very slow in making a replacement for a county commissioner in the Tri-County Area of Levy 

County, Dixie County or Gilchrist County who dies, resigns or is removed from office due to being convicted of 

a crime. 

     All of the decisions voted upon Nov. 3 by the Dixie County Commission were 4-0 votes. 



HardisonInk.com 
     Other than former Commissioner Valentine, the Dixie County Commission is comprised currently of 

Chairman Jamie Story (Dist. 4); Vice Chairman W.C. Mills (Dist. 2) Commissioner Jody Stephenson (Dist. 1) 

and Commissioner Mark Hatch (Dist. 3). 

     Commissioners voted to deny a petition by Richard and Lori Bloom for a special exception to permit one 

recreational vehicle in a Residential Single Family/Mobile Home zoning district, at 64 S.W. 814th St., in 

Steinhatchee. 

     This property is in former Commissioner James Valentine’s district. 

     On a motion by Mills, seconded by Hatch, the 4-0 vote to deny was made. 

     Bloom, who is a former chief of Levy County Fire Rescue, back before it became the Levy County 

Department of Public Safety, learned during the meeting that since one of his three parcels already has a 

special exception, there can be no more granted. 

     According to what was said at the meeting, there is only one special exception allowed per person regardless 

of how many different parcels that person owns. 

     There was more, though, in the discussion about why the request was denied. 

     At least four people showed up to the morning meeting to object to this request. The small Dixie County 

Commission meeting room was literally packed with people sitting elbow-to-elbow that morning. This meeting 

room has the fewest seats in the meeting rooms for county commissioners in the Tri-County Area of Levy-

Dixie-Gilchrist counties. 

     Chairman Storey opened the discussion by stating Bloom has one existing special exception to allow an RV 

on one of the three parcels he owns in that part of Dixie County. 

     Bloom said he wants to build a pole barn over an RV in the back lot of the three lots. That is when he learned 

there is a temporary moratorium on pole barns over RVs in Dixie County. A workshop regarding zoning 

matters was set for 2 p.m. that very afternoon. 

     Storey explained that in Dixie County there is only one special exception allowed for each person – 

regardless of the number of parcels he or she owns. 

     Bloom asked for the next step required to overcome this denial. He was not given an answer to that question. 

     With more conversation, it was determined that Bloom’s previous visit to Dixie County with an RV parked 

on property he owned probably was not exactly where an RV was permitted to be parked. Bloom said he had 

been there for a bit during scallop-harvesting season. 

     More conversation showed Bloom plans to build a house on some of his property in the future.  

     Storey advised Bloom to park the RV when he visits the parcel where it is already permitted via a previous 

special exception. When Bloom is ready to build a house, Storey continued, he can obtain a building permit, 

put the camper in the back (after combining the lots into one parcel) and then he can stay in the RV while 

house construction is completed. 

     Commissioner Stephenson, who owns Stephenson’s Septic Tank Services provided Bloom with more 

information, too, about the best practices for using the existing septic tank, well and power pole when he 

decides to build. 

      While his request was rejected, the landowner returned for the 2 p.m. workshop that day. 

     In another matter, although there was one alleged person in opposition, it was approved. This was in Vice 

Chairman Mills’ district. 

     Mills said that he felt if a person is opposing a potential granting of a special exception to a land 

development regulation, then that person should show up to the meeting to explain why they oppose it. 

     This was in relation to a petition by Dawn Wisniski Boyd requesting a special exception to permit one 

recreational vehicle in an environmentally sensitive area zoning district at 65 N.E. 58th Ave., Old Town. 

     The matter was tabled during the Oct. 20 meeting due to an objection mentioned then. When Commissioner 

Mills heard the objection had not been resolved as of the Nov. 3 meeting, Boyd was present to share what she 

understood as the objection to her request which had been reported from a neighboring property owner, who 
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reportedly does not live in Dixie County. Mills made the motion, and Hatch seconded it, leading to the 4-0 vote 

of approval. 

     The other three matters approved are below: 

     ● Jasmine Breeze, LLC, was granted a special exception for four campgrounds of less than 100 campsites in 

an Environmentally Sensitive Area zoning district, at 30 S.E. 327th St., Old Town, in Commissioner Hatch’s 

district. This was more of a matter to correct some previous records. There were no objections. 

     ● Justin G. Mezey was granted a special exception to permit one recreational vehicle in an Environmentally 

Sensitive Area zoning district, at 320 N.E. 899 St., Old Town, which is in Commissioner Stephenson’s district. 

There were no objections. 

     ● Darryl and Buffy Feagle were granted a variance for a reduction of rear setback from 15 feet to zero feet, 

for a home addition at 91 S.E. 218th St., Old Town, in Commissioner Hatch’s district. Commissioner Hatch 

made it clear that going to zero feet of setback in this instance results in part from the rear being on a canal. He 

also assured that all proper building and zoning codes would be applied as they should be in this project. Hatch 

noted a zero-feet setback request is a rare occurrence that requires a close review before approval. 

Temporary pole barn moratorium continues 

     Placement of pole barns on empty lots as a place to park a recreational vehicle underneath is not able to 

happen legally in Dixie County right now. 

     This had become a popular method for people to convert recreational vehicles into residential vehicles. 

Another factor in the open pole barns is that they were not to be enclosed. 

     There is a temporary moratorium on that practice, Dixie County Attorney Chana Watson said during the 

regular meeting Thursday morning. 

     Commissioner Hatch explained to listeners that part of the reason for the moratorium is for the county to 

gain a better method for records to prove to landowners that the permit to build a pole barn is not a permit to 

build a house. 

 

Dixie County Building 

Official Leon Wright tells 

the County Commission, 

among other things, that 

pole barns approved 

previously were to be open 

and never enclosed. 

 

 

     Dixie County Building 

Official Leon Wright said five 

years ago, there were no pole 

barn permits granted to put 

over RVs. 

     “What we kept finding,” Wright said, “were non-permitted structures. And, so, most of the time they are in 

floodways; they are in flood zones, either one, in violation. They are encroaching on setbacks. It’s a mess.” 

     The new method creates documents that can be used to resolve code violations more quickly, Wright said. 

This can lead to orders to move or remove structures, cut electric power service and to assess fines when code 

violations are proved in court. 


