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Dixie County Commissioner Mills 
urges county to continue fight 

 
The four Dixie County Commission members now, after Commissioner 
James Valentine needed to resign due to health issues, are (from left) 
Commissioner Mark Hatch, Commission Chairman Jamie Storey, Vice 
Chairman W.C. Mills and Commissioner Jody Stephenson.  
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 4, 2022 at 5:12 p.m. 
     CROSS CITY – Dixie County Commissioner W.C. Mills on Thursday morning (Nov. 
3) let listeners know he thinks crab traps being stored in an area are in violation of Dixie 
County codes, and he wants the government to continue its efforts to help people stop 
that storage there.  Vice Chairman Mills started speaking about this matter after the four 
men approved accepting $50,000 rather than the $63,000 due to the county in a code 
violation case. Mills said the County Commission had pretty much “boiled it (all) off the 
bone” in that code violation case. 
     Dixie County Attorney Chana Watson received a 4-0 vote of approval for her to issue 
a statement of satisfaction of meeting code enforcement payment obligations after the 
county accepts that $50,000. 
     Mills reminded people that Code Enforcement Officer Steve Fremen has worked very 
hard to enforce the ordinances of the county and the statutes of the state. 
     Mills said he has one more meeting before the voters participating in the Nov. 8 
election decide his replacement. 
     He asked the County Commission to not allow the crab trap storage issue in Jena to 
simply fade away. The county has fought in court for three years so far, and it has 
invested thousands of dollars on legal fees in this effort to stop the storage of bad 
smelling crab traps near residences in Jena. 
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     Mills said there are interests with a lot of money who are essentially telling the people 
of Dixie County that they have enough money to do what they want, and they don’t care 
about what the people of Dixie County think. 
     “That is one of the most egregious issues I have seen in this county,” Vice Chairman 
Mills said. “Money and power – to say to the little guys, ‘We don’t are what y’all think.’ 
Smell that mess!” 
     Mills said that from his perspective, this dilemma is not about who is doing it, or why 
they are doing it.  
     Instead, he continued “It’s about obstruction of everything that’s holy.” 
     Mills said that after he leaves office, he will still fight for Dixie County, and this is not 
something he intends to let go. That crab trap issue, Mills said, cannot be let go. 
     If the county rolls over and surrenders, Mills intimated, then that sends a message to 
other people that all they need is a big suitcase filled with money to do whatever they 
want, regardless of building and zoning codes, or even regardless of state laws. 
 

Dixie County Manager Duane Cannon and Dixie County Attorney Chana 
Watson are among the staff members providing the County Commission 
with insight, guidance and suggestions during the regular twice-monthly 
meeting. 

     “Don’t let it go,” Mills said. “Don’t let it go. The people that live there don’t deserve 
that. The administration (staff members) of this county don’t deserve it. And all the 
other citizens of this county don’t deserve it.” 
     Mills reminds everyone in Dixie County this could happen in their neighborhood next 
time. 
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Seen here are Dixie County Commissioner Mark Hatch, Commission 
Chairman Jamie Storey, Vice Chairman W.C. Mills, Commissioner Jody 
Stephenson, County Manager Duane Cannon and Dixie County Attorney 
Chana Watson. 
  

Other Action 

 
Deanna Sheppard of Haven Hospice speaks to the Dixie County 
Commission on Nov. 3. 
 
     Among the other actions was the approval of the proclamation noting November as 
National Hospice and Palliative Care Month in Dixie County. The County Commission 
approved the proclamation by a 4-0 vote. 
     Deanna Sheppard of Haven had previously received a similar vote of approval from 
the Levy County Commission and the Gilchrist County Commission. 
     During her presentation to the Dixie County Commission, Sheppard provided more 
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information that was hands-on related to the 18 counties served by Haven Hospice. 
     Sheppard covers Levy, Gilchrist and Dixie counties, as well as part of Suwannee 
County and Lafayette County. 
     Haven provides help for patients and families regarding all aspects of end-of-life care 
and other matters. 
     This includes advance care planning, through in-home end-of-life facilities. They are 
involved with this at Cross City Rehabilitation and other institutions in the area, as well 
as at the Chiefland Care Center of Haven Hospice. 
     Beyond that, Sheppard said, Haven can help people with services for bereavement for 
up to 13 months after a patient dies. 
     Sheppard said people in the 18-county area can contact Haven for more information 
to help them with services. 
     For more information about Haven, visit https://beyourhaven.org/. 
 

 
Greg Bailey of North Florida Professional Services speaks to the County 
Commission about projects NFPS is involved in, including seeking 
appropriations from the Florida Legislature for a seawall. 
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Dixie County Emergency Services Director Darian Brown tells the County 
Commission about firefighters and EMS personnel feeding veterans and 
their families on Thanksgiving. The four county commissioners each 
donated $100 ($400 total) to this effort this year. DCES crews come in on 
their days off at Thanksgiving to cook and deliver meals to veterans. That 
$400 is taken from a fund the County Commission creates by deductions 
from commissioners’ pay. Chief Brown also spoke about the Dec. 16 
Christmas In Dixie event put on from 6 to 9 p.m. at Dixie County High 
School. 
 
     During his part of the meeting, among the events Dixie County Emergency Services 
Director Darian Brown announced was the Annual Christmas In Dixie event. 
     This will be the second year for the event. It is scheduled for Dec. 16 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
at Dixie County High School. 
     Once known as The Fire Expo, the new name started last year. 
     It took on a new look last year, too, as it wove Christmas into the event. There is free 
admission. Once again, free hotdogs are anticipated as being available.  
     There are going to be free games, vendors and booths, as well as gifts for kids – 
thanks to donations of local business owners. Youths will be invited to touch a firetruck. 
     Among the celebrities planned for this event, Chief Brown said, are Santa Claus, Mrs. 
Claus, The Grinch, members of Paw Patrol, adding that a “few more” similar characters 
may be there too. 
     A live fire demonstration is scheduled to show what happens when a dry Christmas 
tree ignites from bad wires being used to light it, as happens accidentally on occasion. 
      “It’s usually a pretty good night,” Chief Brown said.” It is a lot of fun, and hopefully a 
lot of people will turn out.” 
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Seen here are (from left) a vacant chair where Commissioner James 
Valentine had sat before he needed to resign due to health issues, and 
Commissioner Mark Hatch, Commission Chairman Jamie Storey, Vice 
Chairman W.C. Mills and Commissioner Jody Stephenson, and County 
Manager Duane Cannon. 
 
     County Manager Duane Cannon found 4-0 votes of approval for setting road 
construction priorities. 
     Commissioners also approved County Manager Cannon’s requests for the following: 
     ● Appraisal to find the value of 39 acres of land at 6516 N.E. Highway 351. If this 
property is appraised and the county and seller agree, then the county would buy it at 
the appraised value to improve drainage. 
     ● A safety luncheon to be held Dec. 15 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the School Board 
Meeting Room in Old Town. 
     ● Payment of $7,700 for NaturChem to spray vegetation in the Airport Canal System 
to improve drainage. 
     ● Execute a contract with DDD Construction and Site Work LLC for the Cross City 
Flood Management Improvements at a cost of $199,915.12. 
     ● Add Suwannee Water-Sewer District to be part of the County Commission’s 
insurance group plan. 
     ● Advertise for bids to mulch and clean out the Old Town Residential Canal System 
Project, based on recommendations from the Storm Water Task Force. 
     All County Offices will be closed Nov. 11 in honor of Veterans Day. 


