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     CROSS CITY –Dixie County Commissioner James Valentine resigned effective Oct. 24, according 

to an announcement Thursday morning (Nov. 3).     Before starting the regular twice-monthly meeting 

of the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners on Nov. 3, County Commission Chairman Jamie 

Storey said Commissioner Valentine and his family announced his choice to resign is the result of 

health issues precluding him from continuing, Storey said. 

     Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has been requested to make an appointment as the replacement for 

Valentine, whose term ends in 2024. 

     Dixie County Supervisor of Elections Starlet Cannon said she had been advised of the resignation. 

She believes that a special election is not called for in this instance. 

     If the governor makes an appointment like he did for the two constitutional officers recently 

appointed in Levy County, then the Dixie County Commission can expect to go a year or longer as a 

four-member board. 

     In the event of a 2-2 tie by the Dixie County Commission during this period of seat vacancy, whatever 

action is being voted upon will just not happen. For instance, if a motion was made and seconded to 

approve a special exception to allow a recreational vehicle in an environmentally sensitive area and the 

four men voted 2-2, then that approval would not pass. 

     Within the past couple of months, Commissioner Valentine told HardisonInk.com that he loves 

helping people as a county commissioner, as he has for decades all-told now in his terms of office. 

     Valentine represents District 5 of Dixie County, although commissioners are elected countywide 

rather than as single-member districts. It was announced that all four commissioners consider 

themselves now as being the commissioner for District 5, and any of them can take calls from people 

who have concerns about matters in that district or who live in that district. 

     Other than Chairman Storey (Dist. 4) and Commissioner Valentine (Dist. 5), the members of the 

Dixie County Commission are Vice Chairman W.C. Mills (Dist. 2) Jody Stephenson (Dist. 1), Mark 

Hatch (Dist. 3). 

     Commissioner Mills chose against running for reelection and his replacement is scheduled to be 

decided in the Nov. 8 general election. 

     The qualified voters of Dixie County who exercise their right to vote will choose either Jaffry Crawl, a 

Democrat, or Keith Tuten, a write-in candidate, or Daniel Wood III, a Republican, as the person to take 

the place of outgoing Commissioner Mills. 


