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Levy County initially accepts 
big subdivision development 

 
Levy County Procurement Coordinator Alicia Tretheway (left) speaks with 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department Director Stacy Hectus before 
the start of three public hearings Tuesday morning. 
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     BRONSON – Despite five area residents pleading with the Levy County 
Commission to reject approval of a preliminary plat for the subdivision of 412 acres into 
37 10-acre sites for single family homes, on a motion by Commissioner John Meeks, 
seconded by Commissioner Matt Brooks, the preliminary plat was approved with a 
unanimous 5-0 vote that included the votes of Commission Chairman Rock Meeks, 
Commissioner Desiree Mills and Commissioner Tim Hodge. 
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Levy County Planning and Zoning Department Director Stacy Hectus starts 
speaking about the big planned subdivision for single-family homes on 10-
acre tracts on a 412-acre parcel. 
 
      Gary L. Milam, surveyor, representing Justin Lamb and Jesse Strickland of L & S 
Holdings LLC, petitioned the Levy County Commission for approval of the preliminary 
plat for “Shady Hammock Estates. 
     A final plat approval and at least one more appearance before the County 
Commission must occur before the deal is completely done; however, ever since the 
Levy County Planning Commission convened on Nov. 7 and voted 4-0 to recommend 
the County Commission approve the preliminary plat, it has been a relative certainty to 
happen. 
     Levy County Planning and Zoning Director Stacy Hectus directed the public hearing, 
and she helped county elected leaders know the developers had met all of the 
requirements so far. 
     Both Commissioner John Meeks and Commissioner Brooks let the people know that 
they saw no choice but to approve the request because the developers had met all of the 
mandatory minimum requirements so far in the process. 
     The public hearing included moments when some members of the public were 
choking up as they made their pleas, and one woman left the podium area as she started 
to cry. There are species of concern in the area, but that does not appear to be a factor 
under consideration for approval in the county for development. 
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     The two top issues the neighbors saw were increased traffic problems and the 
environmental impact from the development, which includes wetlands. 
     One landowner said she and her husband bought a 20-acre lot and built a home for 
them and their two young sons. She has seen nearby development of 10-acre and five-
acre lots, and now this family has had to drill another well, for $1,200, because of water 
consumption increasing in the area. 
     She expressed concern because teenagers are driving slow-moving tractors that 
drivers of speeding vehicles won’t be able to see in time as the go over the large hill on 
the county-line road. She made reference to a horrible crash on U.S. Highway 19, where 
a semi tractor-trailer smashed into a Levy County school bus. 
     She is concerned about the impact on water quality from the addition of so many 
septic tanks. With Chinese investors buying land in Levy County, and now large-scale 
subdivision development it seems like “Everyone is coming for our throat” she said as 
she left the podium, clearly upset. 
     She wants people to give conservation a chance, and to try to keep the 400-plus acres 
for agricultural purposes. 
     This potential future subdivision will be on 412 acres generally located near Southeast 
175th Avenue and 80th Street (Levy County Road 543) -- the Levy County-Marion 
County line. 
     Following Commissioner John Meeks’ motion to approve, because the request met all 
requirements, Commissioner Brooks said there are 800 people moving into Florida each 
day. 
     Like others, Brooks said the men own the land and they are following the law and 
procedures to develop it as they want. 
     As noted, the motion passed 5-0. 
     The state will be reviewing the issues related to the wetlands, and some modifications 
to the initial site plan are possible before the developer returns with a final plat for 
approval. 


