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     LEVY COUNTY – A man allegedly shot 
a television, but the manner in which he allegedly did this resulted in him being jailed, 
according to records and information in a press release from the Levy County Sheriff’s 
Office.     “He posed a real and dangerous threat to the individuals inside the home, any 
person outside the home and law enforcement as he fired the gun indiscriminately from 
inside his home,” LCSO Lt. Scott Tummond noted in regard to the suspect. 
     Ross Martin Marple, 30, of Morriston was put in the Levy County Jail (also known as 
the Levy County Detention Center) when he was booked just after midnight on Nov. 19 
for aggravated assault with a deadly weapon without intent to kill, a third degree felony; 
and simple assault on law enforcement officers, firefighters, emergency medical care 
providers, public transit employees or agents, or other specified officers, a first degree 
misdemeanor, according to records. 
     The weapons charge netted the defendant a $100,000 bond and the simple assault 
charge brought him a $5,000 bond, according to records. 
     His early Saturday morning booking, according to information in a press release from 
LCSO Lt. Tummond, came after a Friday (Nov. 18) incident concluded with no injuries. 
     Deputies with the LCSO responded on Nov. 18 to a home located at 3650 S.E. 197th 
Court in Morriston as a result of reported gunfire there, Tummond said. 
     Deputies found Marple allegedly had used a handgun to threaten a family member 
inside the home, Tummond said. Marple is alleged to have then fired the gun at the 
television while issuing additional threats to the family member, Tummond said.  
     The suspected assailant is said, according to the press release from Tummond, also to 
have broken most of the windows out of the home. 
     Deputies attempted to speak to Marple as he threatened them and barricaded himself 
inside the home, Tummond said. 
     Levy County deputies and detectives surrounded the home and blocked access roads 
for several hours, Tummond said, while they called to Marple over their vehicle public 
address systems – asking him to surrender. 
     Marple failed to respond to any of these requests, Tummond said. The LCSO Tactical 
Response Unit (TRU) was summoned to the scene to assist, Tummond said. 
     The TRU members entered the home and took Marple into custody, Tummond said, 
without anyone being injured. 


