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Duck Race helps WGP 

 
Friends of the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve and Friends of the Little Yellow 
Rubber Duck WGP fundraising mission (from left) Peter Weiss, Mary Pate, 
Annie Sayward and Helen Ciallella are seen on the dock next to the river on 
Sunday (Nov. 20). Meanwhile, in the background, the Blackwater 
Restaurant, 6301 Riverside Drive, in Yankeetown, stands as a landmark 
beckoning to boaters, canoeists, kayakers, and land-based motorists as well 
as walking pedestrians and pedaling pedestrians to enter and enjoy food 
and drink. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison 
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© Nov. 21, 2022 at 5:12 p.m. 
     YANKEETOWN – The Inglis Yankeetown Lions Club held another wonderful 
seafood festival, and art show and sale, Saturday and Sunday (Nov. 19 and 20) near the 
riverbank of the Withlacoochee River that flows through Yankeetown. 
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Duck Sellers 

 
Sally Douglas and 
Ellen Klee sell 
tickets to the duck 
race that helped the 
Friends of the 
Withlacoochee Gulf 
Preserve. Published 
Nov. 21, 2022 at 5:12 
p.m. 
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A duck wrangler holds up the first duck to cross the finish line. 
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Duck wranglers launch 725 ducks in the biggest duck race so far in the 
history of the Withlacoochee River where it passes through Yankeetown. 
No ducks were harmed and a good time was had by all, according to all 
reports. 
 
     On Sunday (Nov. 20), amidst some occasional mist and a few drops of bigger liquid 
precipitation, the Lions continued the seafood and art fundraiser to help bring in some 
money to aid in their many noble missions. 
     As has become tradition, a duck race helped in a separate fundraiser for a worthy 
cause during the festival, too. 
     Duck wranglers in kayaks serving at the behest of the Friends of the Withlacoochee 
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Gulf Preserve Inc. sent a record 725 ducks down the river on Sunday (Nov. 20) at high 
noon, just as scheduled. 
     The relatively chilly and wet weather did not slow down the fundraiser, nor did it halt 
the honorable little yellow rubber ducks from doing their jobs in this endeavor! 
     The winning duck was #651, and that duck was sponsored by Tracy Fialkowski. She 
earned her $200. Fialkowski donated $100 back to the Friends of the Withlacoochee 
Gulf Preserve (WGP). 
     The last duck over the line was #400. That duck was sponsored by Paul Skipper, who 
gave the whole $50 back to the Friends. The Friends noted their sincere appreciation to 
everyone for supporting the WGP via the duck race again this year. 
     “Visit often,” the Friends noted. 
     The Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve is a 413-acre parcel of undeveloped wetlands 
located on Florida’s Nature Coast. It consists of mixed hardwood, pine and cabbage 
palm forest, tidal marshes, and several salt ponds. The Preserve has a 30-foot tall 
observation tower, a salt pond boardwalk, a Gulf accessible canoe/kayak dock, and a 
4,500 square-foot Education Center. Located at 1001 Old Rock Road, just off of Levy 
County Road 40 West, in Yankeetown, the Preserve is open daily from dawn to dusk. 

 


