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Two commissioners take oath of office 
Jail construction continues 

 
Celebrating the Honorable Gilchrist County Commissioner Marion Poitevint’s 
conclusion of eight years of service in Gilchrist County as a county commissioner in a 
group photo after the presentation of her plaque are (from left) County Commissioner 
Kenrick Thomas, County Commission Chairman Bill Martin, County Commissioner 
Poitevint, County Commissioner Sharon Akins Langford and County Commission Vice 
Chairman Darrell Smith. 
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     TRENTON – After the recognition of an outgoing Gilchrist County Commission member, two 
members of the Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners on Thursday evening (Nov. 17) took 
the oath of office. 
     The Honorable Gilchrist County Commissioner Marion Poitevint completed her last night of 
service for residents and visitors of Gilchrist County on Nov. 17, seconding many of the motions to get 
action done. 
     Before being presented with an acrylic plaque, Gilchrist County Commission Chairman Bill Martin 
mentioned that County Commissioner Kenrick Thomas had presented Poitevint with figs as a parting 
gift. 
     Gilchrist County Administrator Bobby Crosby served as the master of ceremonies for the 
recognition of the county commissioner who chose against seeking reelection. 
     Poitevint first took office in 2014 and served eight consecutive years as the commissioner for 
District 4, Crosby said. 
     “She has been a joy to work with,” Crosby said, “a pleasure to work with.” 
     Crosby went on to say this commissioner was very attentive to what was happening in her district.  
     “We will miss you,” Crosby told the woman leaving office, adding that he is happy she will no 
longer need to worry about the duties of a county commissioner. 
     He thanked her for her service, adding that he is certain that everyone would join him in the hope 
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that God blesses her for the rest of her life. 
     Chairman Martin added an interesting tidbit. 
     He served on the Gilchrist County Election Canvassing Board. Performing those duties, he saw that 
several Gilchrist County voters had written in her name to remain in office as the county 
commissioner in District 4. 
 
 
Moments 
before 
being asked 
to raise 
their hands 
by Gilchrist 
County 
Attorney 
David M. 
‘Duke’ Lang 
Jr. (left), 
County 

Commissioner Bill Martin (center) and Commissioner-Elect Tommy Langford are seen 
in the meeting room. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now with their right hands raised, the men take the oath of office.  
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To see and hear County Attorney David M. ‘Duke’ Lang Jr. (left), County Commissioner 
administer the oath of office to reelected County Commissioner Bill Martin (center) 
and Commissioner-Elect Tommy Langford are seen in the meeting room, click on 
the PHOTO ABOVE. 
 
     After the brief ceremony, another brief ceremony ensued. County Commissioner Martin (Dist. 2), 
who was reelected without opposition and Commissioner Tommy Langford (Dist. 4), who won the 
election to the seat vacated by Commissioner Poitevint, accepted the oath of office, administered by 
Gilchrist County Attorney David M. “Duke” Lang Jr. 
~ 

Jail Construction 
 
Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby 
Schultz is seen on the front row 
of pews during the meeting on 
Nov. 17. He let the County 
Commission know that 
construction of the new jail has 
begun, including the knocking 
down of a wall that very day. He 
jokingly said a line was painted 
on the ground where the wall 
used to stand so that inmates 
know not to cross it. To read the 
best previous story about the 
start of jail construction, 
click HERE. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yKMZJyIihU
https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2022/08/8-30-22-new-gilchrist-county-jail-anticipated-to-open-in-12-months.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yKMZJyIihU
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Other Actions 
     Among the many other actions and informational moments of the meeting, the County 
Commission took many actions. 
     A special use permit request to build a structure to create a food bank ministry was denied 
unanimously by the County Commission. 
     County Attorney Lang explained the purpose was not for a religious facility that would be a stand-
alone primary and principal use on the property, and therefore did not qualify for that special 
consideration granted such interests. He also explained why other exemptions did not apply to this 
request. 
     The proposed structure is on six acres of land adjacent to the Hickory Bluffs Subdivision, which 
some residents from that subdivision reminded the County Commission is only for residential use. 
     This proposed use was not compatible and harmonious with the adjacent and nearby properties, 
Lang said, which is contrary to the regulations for developments in Gilchrist County. 
     The conversation lasted much longer than the 15 minutes allocated to hear the matter. In the end, 
the County Commission rejected the request because it was for something that is not meant to be built 
in that part of the county. 
     On another building and zoning matter, the County Commission by a 5-0 vote approve the site plan 
for a 50-foot by 125-foot building by Randy Lewis in the Tyler Creek Business Community, which is 
near to State Road 47. This building is only for use as a storage unit and office. 
     The County Commission completed several other actions that night in its regular twice-monthly 
meeting. 


