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One tiny red spark from the hayfield view 
One giant rocket launch for humans 

 
One view of the Moon through a camera in a Levy County hayfield shows it 
was visible at 1:04 a.m. on Nov. 16. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 16, 2022 at 10:12 a.m. 
     SOUTH OF JEMLANDS – In a hayfield just south of the unrecorded subdivision 
known as Jemlands in Levy County, a tiny red spark was seen on the eastern horizon 
through the trees on Nov. 16 at approximately 1:47 a.m. (Eastern Standard Time).  
     A journalist who watches progress in science chose against mixing in with the crush 
of humanity in Brevard County early Wednesday morning (Nov. 16) to see the launch of 
Artemis I, despite having previously obtained certification for his ability to participate in 
live coverage, as being among the approved journalists from around the globe for that 
purpose. This morning heralded the launch of the largest rocket from America so far in 
the history of the country. 
     The normal view of a rocket launches from Kennedy Space Center as seen from a 
certain neighbor’s hayfield in Levy County had a much higher likelihood of being seen 
earlier Wednesday morning at the first possible launch minute of 1:04 a.m., but a delay 
until about 1:45 a.m. made the option for better pictures and video vanish. 
     Crickets alone were the sound, too, unlike some night launches witnessed in the past 
from this launch viewing location, when more humans and animals are awake. No dogs 
barked. A particular community cat did not meow. The coyotes did not howl. The owls 
did not hoot. The moderate temperature even silenced any nearby air conditioners. 
     Two cameras were fully ready. A handheld flashlight and a folding rocking chair to 
tote equipment across the 50-foot walk through the damp grass relatively safe and easy. 
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A second view of the Moon through a different camera lens in a Levy County 
hayfield shows it was visible at 1:05 a.m. on Nov. 16. 
 
     The cameraman said he saved more than $1,000 from not going for the first launch 
attempt of Artemis I, when he was approved by the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) to cover that failed first launch attempt, and there were “X” 
amount of dollars saved by not trekking over to the east coast to compete with 100,000 
other Space Coast visitors for a place to sleep on subsequent attempts, including the 
final successful one on Wednesday morning (Nov. 16). 
     “I am very grateful to NASA for letting me again apply and to be accepted again to 
cover a rocket launch,” HardisonInk.com publisher Jeff M. Hardison said. “I also 
appreciate the motel corporation with whom I had reserved a room for the period of the 
first attempted launch allowing me to cancel that reservation.” 
     With the most recently planned launch window being after a hurricane and a tropical 
storm that had taken a toll on the state and on the east coast’s available motel rooms for 
rent, the journalist chose again to go with the long-distance method of photography of a 
launch early Wednesday morning. 
     Hardison knew he had been able to see and photograph smaller rockets taking off 
from the KSC launchpad 150 miles to the east. 
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A third view of the Moon through one of the two cameras used early this 
morning in a Levy County hayfield shows it was disappearing from view 
from that certain hayfield touching the southern boundary of The Ink Pad 
property at 1:15 a.m. on Nov. 16. By 1:47 a.m. on Nov. 16, the night sky had 
no lights visible due to complete cloud cover, one or two seconds of a tiny 
red spark, however, was seen on the eastern horizon through a space in the 
planted pines’ trunks. 
 
     “I knew cloud cover was a gamble this morning,” Hardison said. “I watched the ability 
to see the eastern sky deteriorate from the hayfield vantage point in the 40-plus minutes 
between the first moment of possible launch at 1:04 a.m. and when the rocket actually 
lifted off about 43 minutes later.” 
     The Levy County hayfield perspective of that one second or so of a tiny red spark 
being visible was worth staying awake a bit later than normal, the multiple award-
winning journalist said. 
     “This launch was different in another way from previous hayfield experiences,” 
Hardison said. “Needles the Community Cat of Jemlands did not escort me out in the 
field. He was asleep somewhere. However, all the launches I have seen, as an elementary 
student watching on a black and white TV, or as a University of Florida student 
watching with colleagues on a beach on the east coast, or watching from a different 
beach with other journalists, or watching from the hayfield through clear skies or not 
seeing as much through cloudy skies as the publisher of a daily news website – every 
successful rocket launch is great!” 
     As for this being a significant step of progress for humans hoping to migrate to space, 
as well as perhaps mine material from the Moon, it obviously showed NASA and the 
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European Space Agency (The ESA is 22 member states dedicated to the exploration of 
space, established in 1975 and headquartered in Paris) the journalist said he is glad to 
see humans progressing together. 
     The “uncrewed” capsule launched spaceward on a 25-day mission to orbit the moon 
and return safely to Earth. It did have a “crew” of manikins, with one lovingly named 
“Moonikin,” and there was a stuffed Snoopy toy, complete with a NASA astronaut suit 
fashionably designed to match other space explorers’ outfits on Artemis missions. 
     The Artemis II mission is planned to be with a human crewed Orion spacecraft 
performing a lunar flyby test and return to Earth. Then like the Apollo missions of 50 
years ago, there will be people landing on the Moon after that. And subsequently, in 
time, people will go to fly through space for six months or so to land on Mars. 
     “I saw the late Timothy Francis Leary (Oct. 22, 1920 - May 31, 1996) in the late 1970s 
or early 1980s when he gave a presentation at the University of Florida,” Hardison said. 
“This renowned American psychologist and author endorsed students learning more so 
that they could extend the human lifespan and also to migrate into space.” 
     Hardison, the publisher of the award-winning daily news website said he saw Hunter 
Stockton Thompson (July 18, 1937 - Feb. 20, 2005) at UF, too. 
     Thompson was an American journalist and author who founded the gonzo journalism 
movement.  
     “And I took a picture of Dan Rather eating a meal while he visited with then UF 
College of Journalism and Communications Dean Ralph L. Lowenstein (March 8, 1930 
– Aug. 10, 2020), back when I was a UF journalism student.” 
     Hardison said as publisher of HardisonInk.com, he also enjoyed watching then 
United States Sen. Bill Nelson, a former astronaut who now heads NASA, when then-
Sen. Nelson visited the City of Fanning Springs during a set of speaking engagements in 
Florida, before taking the oath of office as the 14th NASA administrator on May 3, 2021. 
     “I enjoy watching and reporting news and human interest stories,” Hardison said. “In 
this instance, I took a different view of a significant rocket launch 150 miles away. 
Rather than being right there, where the cloud cover would not have obscured my view, 
I tried it from here in Levy County, not too many feet away from The Ink Pad. Therefore, 
I enjoyed the chance to write about a silent night with crickets rather than a silent night 
with crickets highlighted by seeing a distant rocket going into space on humans’ ongoing 
research beyond this planet. During my watch of the sky, the moon became obscured by 
clouds. The stars vanished. However, there was that one second or two seconds of a 
bright red spark, which showed my hope was answered to the degree it was answered. 
And I am thankful for that. As usual, I am happy!” 


