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Veterans honor 
brothers and sisters in arms 
on Veterans Day 2022 in Cedar Key 

 
(from left) Patt Taylor, Kenny Martin, Ralph Alfonso IV, Jennifer Alfonso, Ralph 
Alfonso III, Jonathan Brooks, and John Caddigan stand on the porch of Liam & 
Maddie’s Beer, Wine and Spirits on Dock Street. 
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     CEDAR KEY -- On Veterans Day 2022 (Friday, Nov. 11), a group of local United States 
military veterans assembled on the deck of Liam & Maddie’s Beer, Wine and Spirits, 360 Dock 
Street (formerly the Black Dog), for the Annual Cedar Key Veterans Day Ceremony.  
     The ceremony began with an introduction by United States Navy veteran John Caddigan. 
     “This holiday started as a day to reflect upon the heroism of those who died on our country’s 
service and was originally called Armistice Day,” Caddigan said. “It fell on November 11th 
because that is the anniversary of the signing of the Armistice that ended World War I. 
However, in 1954, the holiday was changed to ‘Veterans Day’ in order to account for all 
veterans in all wars.” 
     Veterans Day in the United States is a day to honor and celebrate all American veterans 
from the past and in the present. All gave some during their tours of duty. Some gave all, as 
they died during their active duty. 
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United States Army veteran Jonathan Brooks is seen during the Retiring of the 
Colors followed by Taps. 
 
     Some were drafted. Some enlisted voluntarily. Some remained in service long enough to 
retire from military service. 
     In the United States of America, Memorial Day's purpose is to honor military members who 
have died, while Veterans Day recognizes the service of all of America's veterans. 
     In Cedar Key on Dock Street for Veterans Day 2022, the Presentation of Colors by United 
States Army Veteran Jonathan Brooks was followed with the Star-Spangled Banner sang by 
Patt Taylor and Ralph Alfonso IV. Pastor Billy Dalton of First Baptist Church of Cedar Key 
provided the Invocation.  
     A Moment of Silence was observed by all in attendance and was led by United States Army 
veteran Jennifer Alfonso. 
     “With respect to the Veteran’s Day Moment of Silence Act of 2016,” she said, “calling on the 
people of the United States to observe two minutes of silence to honor the service and sacrifice 
of Veterans throughout the history of our nation, we will now take two minutes of silence in 
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reflection of today’s events.” 
     United States Navy Veteran Kenny Martin read “Old Glory/I am the Flag” by Howard 
Schnauber. 
     In 1941 Schnauber signed up to be a member of the United States Marine Corps at the age of 
19. However, he didn’t write the poem until 1994 offering a lifetime of thought in composure. 
Veterans Day, which heralds its 68th anniversary this year, comes just one day after the Marine 
Corps birthday on Nov. 10.   
     The historic signing of the peace treaty that ended World War I (July 28, 1914 – Nov 11, 
1918) more than 100 years ago now, and the declaration of Armistice Day that led to the 
eventual creation of Veterans Day, was preceded by another historic day in November, as the 
United States of America was coming into existence. That is when today’s United States Marine 
Corps was created. 
     On Nov. 10, 1775, the Second Continental Congress meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
passed a resolution stating that "two Battalions of Marines be raised" for service as landing 
forces with the fleet. This resolution established the Continental Marines and marked the birth 
date of the United States Marine Corps. 
     An even more recent action than the events on Nov. 10, 1775, and Nov. 11, 1918, now helps 
carry forward a method to remember and honor veterans today. 
     A dozen years old now, the “Stars for Our Troops” campaign takes old, tattered and faded 
American flags that have been retired from service, and passes on the legacy of the 
embroidered Stars to those individuals who defended them. The campaign was explained by 
United States Army veteran Jennifer Alfonso. Attendees were offered a single flag star with a 
short description. To see more about this program please go 
to http://www.starsforourtroops.org/. 
      United States Army veteran Ralph Alfonso III read part of “A Debt That Cannot Be Repaid” 
By Andy Stumpf, which is published on Stumpf’s blog that is titled “Confessions of an Idiot.” 
     The part of  “A Debt That Cannot Be Repaid” that was read is noted below. 
     “I’m sorry that you have never smelled the breath of a man who wants to kill you. I am sorry 
that you have never felt the alarm bells ringing in your body, the combination of fear and 
adrenaline, as you move towards the fight, instead of running from it. I am sorry you have 
never heard someone cry out for help, or cried out for help yourself, relying on the courage of 
others to bring you home. I am sorry you have never tasted the salt from your own tears, as you 
stand at flag draped coffins, burying men you were humbled to call your friends. I don’t wish 
those experiences on you, but I wish you had them. It would change the way you act, it would 
change the way you value, it would change the way you appreciate. You become quick to open 
your eyes, and slow to open your mouth.” 
     This year’s program by CK Vets was first planned to be held near Cedar Key City Hall in 
downtown Cedar Key. It was moved to Liam & Maddie’s Beer, Wine and Spirits. Last year, this 
ceremony by this group of veterans on Cedar Key was at Cemetery Point Park in Cedar Key. 

http://www.starsforourtroops.org/

