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Blackfin Boats celebrates 
50th Anniversary with employee event 

 
Karron Miller, 36, of Williston, one of the 625 employees celebrating the 
50th Anniversary of Blackfin Boats in Williston, carries his lunch and 
drink, wears his company tee-shirt and pauses for a few seconds on 
Wednesday (Nov. 9) for a photo opportunity. 
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     WILLISTON – The largest manufacturing interest in the Williston Municipal Area 
celebrated its 50th anniversary Wednesday (Nov. 9). 
     With a strong breeze carrying the aroma of delicious, cooked barbecued chicken and 
barbecued ribs as that same wind fluttered some vertical flags, the Blackfin Boats’ 50th 
Anniversary Employee Event was a resounding success at the midweek point. 
     Six hundred and twenty-five employees stood in a relatively fast-moving serving line 
as sales representatives and others dished out barbecued chicken, barbecued ribs, side 
dishes, drinks and even brownies for dessert.  
     Immediately prior to the significantly large celebration, which included every 
employee also getting a Blackfin Boats tee-shirt, the president of the company fielded 
questions from a three-member press corps that came to see, hear, smell, feel and even 
taste the landmark point in the Williston area’s manufacturing history. 
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Blackfin Boats President Bobby Pita is seen Wednesday (Nov. 9) near to the 
serving area where he would soon be among the crew delivering a 
wonderful lunch to 625 employees.  
 

 
A server delivers a roll as part of the lunch plate of food to a Blackfin Boats 
employee who had barbecue ribs on the plate already. 
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Another view of one of the two sets of serving tables shows happy servers 
providing a wonderful lunch to workers at the boatbuilding plant in 
Williston. The brownies at the endpoints for both tables were overheard to 
be the driving point for at least one employee’s joy. 
 

 
A Hills Bar-B-Q and Catering worker carries a pan full of hot, delicious 
barbecued chicken as he determines which way a roving reporter is going to 
step while the journalist snaps a few pictures. 
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Barbecued chicken, barbecue ribs, potato salad, macaroni salad, rolls and 
brownies are provided to diners on one side of the two-sided serving area. 
 

 
Blackfin Boats President Bobby Pita prepares to serve a brownie as a fleet-
footed photographer captures the moment in time about one part of one 
second before an employee provides the president a chance to deliver that 
dessert to the worker’s plate. 
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With the Monterey Boats sign on the building and the Blackfin Boats 
vertical banner flags blowing in the wind, a few of the 625 workers strike a 
quick pose for a photographer as they stand in line to pick up a delicious 
lunch. 

 
Some of the scores and scores of workers walking along a lunch line are 
captured in a photo as they are destined toward an enjoyable midday eating 
experience in the midweek part of the second week in November. 
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     President Bobby Pita, 67, of Gainesville not only took on the daunting task of facing 
members of the media, but after that 20-minute grilling, he was on the giving end of the 
serving line distributing brownies to the people who build boats in Williston.  
     Incoming Tropical Storm Nicole had not yet made landfall on the east coast of 
Florida, but the breezes had already begun at the manufacturing plant that is near to the 
Williston Municipal Airport and the upcoming location of the Williston Community 
Animal Shelter. 
     President Pita paused with three journalists, one from a daily news website, one from 
a weekly tabloid-sized newspaper and one from a boating magazine, as all of the 
gentlemen sat on benches at one of the picnic tables near the tented serving area. 
     It was there and then on the campus of Blackfin Boats and Monterey Boats, on 
Wednesday, Nov. 9, that the company president spoke about the boat-manufacturing 
plant. 
     Blackfin Boats, Pita said, is one of the premium saltwater fish brands of boats in the 
United States, and it is among the fastest growing of the premium saltwater fish brands 
of boats. 
     This growth provides excitement for the company interests, which is now able to hire 
a lot more employees as the company continues its growth, Pita said.  
     “We’re now up to 625 employees,” Pita said. “and many of those are producing 
Blackfin Boats. They’re what makes the whole thing happen. Boat manufacturing is one 
of the last real capital goods manufacturers that are just completely, pretty much hand 
built.” 
     Pita took pride in saying this creation of boats is not completed by robotic devices. 
Instead, it is a job that is done by craftsmen. 
     This company leader -- who has been at Blackfin Boats for 30 years now, and for the 
prior 12 years to that was an employee of SportCraft Boats – said he finds enjoyment 
and excitement in seeing people “come to work, and learn and grow.” 
     “We don’t hire many experienced boatbuilders in Williston,” Pita said. “So, we kind of 
have to hire people and work with them to become boatbuilders.” 
     This extremely large luncheon event on Wednesday, Pita said, was an opportunity to 
share with the employees the celebration of Blackfin Boats’ 50th year, as well as to share 
some of the benefits from company growth. 
     This event acknowledges the workers for their contribution to the success story of this 
business, Pita said.  
     “Without all of them,” Pita said, “all of this would not be possible.” 
     The campus of the Blackfin Boats / Monterey Boats manufacturing plant is nearly 
300,000 square-feet on 40 acres of property, Pita said. 
     On the Blackfin Boats side of the production plant, the vessels range in size from 22-
feet to 40-feet from bow to stern, he said. The highest quality of new Blackfin Boats 
range in price from $90,000 up to $1 million, he said. Of course, used boats can be 
found at lower prices than that. 
     To see more about Blackfin Boats, including a method to design a custom-made boat 
visit the website at https://www.blackfinboats.com/. 
     Every step of the manufacturing process of these world class boats, and Blackfin 
Boats are sold all over the world, including the upholstery, the cabinets, the interior is 
all produced in Williston, he said. Raw materials such as fiberglass and other building 
material comes to the plant and then goes out from there as finished, handcrafted 
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vessels. 
     The Williston manufacturing plant sells to a wholesale dealer network, and it does 
ship the boats internationally as well as in the United States, Pita said. Retail boat sales 
do not happen at the boatbuilding plant in Williston. 
     One nearby retail outlet for Blackfin Boats is Miller’s Marine at 1661 N.W. 57th St., in 
Ocala. 
     “They (Miller’s Marine) do a great job for us,” Pita said. 
     Blackfin Boats’ success story for the past 50 years reflects some essential truths in 
business stories across America. As customers’ expectations and demands have 
increased, the basic boat of decades ago has been improved. 
     Even longer ago, boats were only wooden – prior to the advent of successful 
fiberglass construction. 
     As people came to expect more from their boats, Pita said, competitive boatbuilders 
responded to the demand as they paid attention to consumers’ wants and needs. 
     “The ones (boatbuilders) that figure out how to do a better job of doing what the 
customer wants -- deliver,” Pita said. “And they grow and succeed. So, we’ve been 
fortunate to do that.” 
     Blackfin Boats and Monterey Boats are on the same campus. They are separate 
corporate entities, which are both owned by Seabring Marine Industries Inc. 
      Seabring Marine Industries Inc. is doing business as Monterey Boats, and it is doing 
business as Blackfin Boats. Combined, it manufactures boats that are on separate 
product lines. They are completely separate plants, Pita said. 
      The celebration Wednesday was for the 50th anniversary of Blackfin Boats. 
     One challenge faced by Blackfin Boats most recently was the global COVID-19 
pandemic, Pita said. That worldwide epidemic of the infectious disease has killed more 
than 639 million people as of Nov. 10, whose deaths are confirmed cases in 228 
countries and territories, according to the World Health Organization and others. 
     As part of the impact on manufacturing from COVID-19, and its subsequent 
mutations, the supply chain of raw material needed to build boats has presented a major 
obstacle, Pita said. 
     “We’re beginning, I think, to get on the backside of that,” Pita said. “That has been a 
major issue with the supply chain.” 
     This supply chain, he said, adds to the demand for employees. For instance, he said, a 
vendor who provides electrical panels for installation into boats may not be able to 
manufacture that part, which causes a delay in building the boat that needs that part. 
     Combined with the big number of various models of Blackfin Boats that are built at 
this plant, the supply chain issue and the need for more employees are challenges that 
must be addressed and overcome, Pita said. 
     The Blackfin Boats manufacturing plant in Williston builds many different models of 
this boat. It’s not like Ford, with a robotic plant that constructs only F-150 trucks. This 
boatbuilding facility builds the whole range of Blackfin Boats – about 28 different 
models, Pita said. 
     “And they are all human made,” Pita said. “All human built. So, that’s probably the 
biggest challenge today.” 
     The proverbial bottom line from Wednesday, though, was the company showed the 
humans that it values their work, and the people received a tee-shirt and a delicious 
lunch as a bonus to their normal paycheck. 


