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Mayor declares October 
to honor disabled employees 
Property owners complain to City Council 

 
Elected leaders present for the twice-monthly regular Williston City Council 
meeting are (from left) Councilman Zach Bullock, Mayor Charles Goodman, 
City Council President Debra Jones and City Council Vice President 
Marguerite Robinson. 
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     WILLISTON – The Tuesday night (Oct. 4) meeting of the Williston City Council 
provided the mayor with a chance to make a proclamation and for three families of 
property owners to complain about a requirement for development. 
     The three members of the City Council took several other actions as well and they 
gained insight about other aspects of life in the easternmost Levy County municipality, 
too. 
     City Council members present for this twice-monthly regular meeting were City 
Council President Debra Jones, Vice President Marguerite Robinson and City 
Councilman Zach Bullock. 
     City Councilman Michael Cox was absent due to illness and City Councilman Elihu 
Ross was at home recovering from recent surgery, Council President Jones said. 
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The Proclamation 

 
Williston Mayor Charles Goodman reads the proclamation. 
 
     Williston Mayor Charles Goodman made the proclamation, on behalf of the City 
Council and the citizens of the community, that Williston will take great pride in 
recognizing October as “Disability Employment Awareness Month.” 
     Mayor Goodman said this is a month of special importance, and it is worthy of the 
recognition of the citizens of the City of Williston. 
     Before reaching that now, therefore, point in this proclamation, there were the 
traditional “Whereas” parts of the speech. In this case, the proclamation showed: 
     ● In 1988, the United States Congress declared the month of October as National 
Disability Employment Awareness Month to recognize the contributions made by 
individuals with disabilities; and  
     ● a diverse workforce creates opportunity for growth and helps toward building a 
stronger economy for the city; and 
     ● Williston residents with disabilities deserve the right to live independently, enjoy 
self-determination and to be treated equally in the workplace; and 
     ● The Able Trust, also known as the Florida Endowment Foundation for Vocational 
Rehabilitation, has worked with employers and community organizations throughout 
the state to enable thousands of Florida's citizens with disabilities to enter the 
workforce; and 
     ● Florida's Division of Vocational Rehabilitation and Division of Blind Services within 
the Department of Education, assists people with disabilities so they may become 
employed; and 
     ● these organizations have an overwhelming impact on the lives of many of Florida's 
citizens with disabilities by offering services including job placement assistance, 
training, support services, and job coaching; and 
     ● The City of Williston joins the rest of the Florida in recognizing the contributions of 
the 2.8 million Floridians with disabilities by celebrating October 2022 as Disability 
Employment Awareness Month. 
     It was therefore proclaimed as noted by the mayor. 
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The Complaint 
 
Jay Beasley 
speaks about 
problems he 
sees from the 
requirement by 
the city to build 
the sidewalk. 
Standing in the 
left of the 
picture is 
Realtor Cookie 
King, who 
questioned why 
the city does not 
impose this 
requirement on 
all subdivision 
developers or 
no subdivision 
developers. 
 
 

David Butts a 
1976 graduate of 
Williston High 
School speaks 
about returning 
home after more 
than 20 years in 
Europe as a 
minister to a 
'retirement 
home' he had 
planned to build. 
Instead, he is 
finding an 
unanticipated 
cost from 
sidewalk 

construction. That sidewalk construction requirement is noted in the 
approved plat for the Stadium View Acres Subdivision. 
 
     The three City Council members listened and spoke about one matter for almost the 
entire first hour of the meeting. 
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     Stadium View Acres, which is a subdivision of four lots located on the south side of 
Southwest Fifth Avenue and Southwest 3rd 
Street in the city of Williston, is owned by three families, according to records, 
     The owners are Jay Ronald and Jane Beasley, lots 1 and 2; David and Mihaela Butts, 
lot 3; and Craig and Heather Troup, lot 4. 
     The purpose of this discussion that was listed on the agenda was to request the City 
Council to approve a replat of Stadium View Acres removing the requirement of a 
sidewalk from the plat for Stadium View Acres. 
     The existing plat notes in writing that the owners of the properties that constitute 
Stadium View Acres will be responsible for the construction and bear the cost of a five-
foot wide sidewalk on the south side of Southwest Fifth Avenue on the city-owned 
property side of the easement abutting Southwest Fifth Avenue. 
     The families have said they intend to construct houses on their lots, although this 
construction may happen at various times. Among the various issues, is that a certificate 
of occupancy is not going to be given before the sidewalk is constructed. 
     Another problem is that even if the three families worked together to fund and build 
the sidewalk, it would be inefficient to build the sidewalk before the structures, and their 
relevant driveways, were already completed. 
     Among the many issues discussed during the lengthy talk by the parties and the city 
leaders, was that people who have become accustomed to parking on those previously 
vacant lots during home football games of the Williston Red Devils, are parking on 
private property. 
     At the most recent game, held just the night before on Monday night (Oct. 3), people 
ignored small ropes and “No Trespassing” signs, and even parked on a concrete slab 
poured for one of the houses. 
     One council member and others suggested roping off the property and charging 
people park where these homes are currently planned for construction.  
     The property owners were told to call the Williston Police Department to help them 
keep trespassers off their property during football games, as another possible short-term 
remedy. 
     Meanwhile, the possible home builders are saying the cost of sidewalks is prohibitive 
for them to construct their houses, too. 
     Williston City Attorney Scott Walker said there is a potential for the property owners 
to reach an agreement to fund the city building the sidewalks, however payment for that 
public service could not be through a tax, or a municipal service taxing unit, etc., but 
instead would need to be paid before the city performed the service, due to the difficulty 
in the city collecting for that job. 
     Although there was discussion about a replat of this small subdivision to remove the 
sidewalk requirement, that too is expensive. And even if the new platting were created, 
the Williston Planning and Zoning Commission could recommend the City Council 
reject the replat. 
     After the long discussion, there was no resolution. 
     Realtor Cookie King questioned why this small, platted subdivision was required to 
install sidewalks, when not every subdivision is required to do so. 
     City Council President Jones, who has been a member of the Planning and Zoning 
entity before, said this caveat was created with guidelines showing which areas would 
have that requirement. 
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     City Planner Laura Jones explained that as the city grows into the future, planning 
includes providing for the probable needs of future residents and visitors. In this 
instance, the old WHS stadium is still being used and people still park and walk to see 
the games. 
     If there is construction of homes in this platted subdivision, then those developers 
must install the sidewalks as is noted on the existing approved plat for development. 
     David Butts, a quasi-retired pastor, said he is thinking now about not building a 
house there and to instead sell the property and build his retirement home elsewhere. 
     One Bronson area businessman who watched the Monday night football game in 
Williston said he saw how people had ignored the roped-off area and had parked there 
anyway. Councilman Bullock, too, said he saw people essentially ignore the “No 
Trespassing” signs as if the signs did not exist. 
 

Other Williston News 

 
Recently elected Levy County Property Appraiser Jason Whistler 
introduced himself to people during the City Council meeting. He pledged 
to continue the excellent work as public servants as was established by the 
late Levy County Property Appraiser Osborn Gray “Oz” Barker (Dec. 24, 
1964-Aug. 29, 2021). Whistler will be serving the remainder of the term to 
which Barker was elected before he died. 
 
     Williston Interim City Manager Terry Bovaird reported to the City Council about 
expenses and the successful effort for the city to be prepared for Hurricane Ian. 
     “The joy that I get is to be able to lead the team in a situation like that,” Bovaird said. 
      Williston Fire Chief Lamar Stegall said the new squad vehicle for Williston Fire 
Rescue is in full service now. In other fire department news, he said the city has received 
its third bunker gear grant. This is a no-match grant that brought the city $20,000 to 
pay toward the cost of the equipment firefighters need as they fight fires. 
     He has applied for an AED replacement grant for $30,000, which like the bunker 
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gear grant requires no matching funds from the city. AED stands for automated external 
defibrillator. 
     An AED is a type of portable computerized defibrillator that automatically analyzes 
the heart rhythm in people who are experiencing cardiac arrest. It also has the 
equipment to shock a heart back into normal rhythm. 
     Police Chief Mike Rolls reported that WPD Police Officer Jason Godkin is doing well 
as a relatively new recruit on the force. 
     A new part-time dispatcher is being trained so that she can be certified in 
dispatching, Chief Rolls said. 
     Chief Rolls publicly thanked Brooke Ellzey Willis and Capt. Matt Forney for their 
accepting added duties as a result of former Deputy Police Chief Bovaird accepting the 
job as interim city manager. 
     In the near future, children in kindergarten through third grade from Williston 
Central Christian Academy are scheduled for a walking field-trip tour of the Williston 
Fire Department and the Williston Police Department, Chief Rolls said during his time 
of reporting to the City Council on Tuesday night. 


