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County Commission meeting 
opens on a somber note 

 
One side of the 
large 
auditorium in 
the Levy 
County 
Government 
Center shows 
the sparse 
attendance for 
the County 
Commission 
meeting on 
Tuesday  
(Oct. 4). 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 6, 2022 at 8:12 a.m. 
     BRONSON – Levy County Commissioner Matt Brooks opened the Tuesday morning meeting of 
the Levy County Board of County Commissioners with some thoughtful comments, and a 30-second 
session of silence. 
 

Another side 
of the large 
auditorium 
in the Levy 
County 
Government 
Center 
shows the 
sparse 
attendance 
for the 
County 
Commission 
meeting on 
Tuesday. 
Incoming 
Levy County 

Commissioner Tim Hodge (at far right in photo) is among the audience members on 
this side of the room. Hodge will be taking the seat currently occupied by 
Commissioner Lilly Rooks. 
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(from left) County 
Commissioner Lilly Rooks, 
who is wrapping up her last 
term in office, Chairman 
Rock Meeks, who was 
elected to another four-year 
term when no one else in 
that district wanted to 
compete via an election to 
take that job - where they 
serve the public, and 
Commissioner John Meeks, 
are three of the four 
members of this County 
Commission. 
 

 

 
Commissioner John Meeks (left) moves a dysfunctional microphone as Commissioner 
Matt Brooks looks at material. Although the cities of Cedar Key and Williston transmit 
live broadcasts of those municipal government meetings via YouTube, neither Levy 
County, Dixie County nor Gilchrist County commissions provide that level of service.  
 
     Before providing the opening prayer, Commission Brooks reminded listeners that Pinellas County 
Sheriff’s Office Deputy Michael R. Hartwick, 51, was killed Sept. 22 by a hit-and-run driver while the 
deputy was in the line of duty. 
     Even more recently – earlier on that very Tuesday morning, Polk County Sheriff’s Office Deputy 
Blane Lane, 21, was killed in the line of duty. Deputy Lane was killed after he was hit by another 
deputy's bullet while they were serving a felony warrant in the early morning on Tuesday (Oct. 4), 
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according to the Polk County Sheriff's Office. 
     In a news conference on Tuesday afternoon, Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd explained what led to 
the shooting and death of Deputy Lane. 
     As is said in many opening prayers for government meetings, the danger of being a law 
enforcement officer is ever-present. 
     Brooks asked everyone to keep the families of the fallen officers in prayer. He also reminded 
listeners that the late County Commissioner Mike Joyner (Oct. 3, 1950-Aug. 4, 2021) would have been 
wearing pink to help people recognize October as Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  
     Joyner had a long career in the law enforcement profession before retiring from that and becoming 
a county commissioner. 
     Desiree Jerrels Mills was elected to fill the District 3 seat that Joyner left vacant. Tim Hodge, who 
was elected to fill the District 4 seat being vacated by Commissioner Lilly Rooks, was among the 
people in the audience Tuesday, as was Jason Whistler, who was elected to fill the unexpired term of 
the late Levy County Property Appraiser Osborn Gray “Oz” Barker (Dec. 24, 1964-Aug. 29, 2021). 
     As he prayed Tuesday, Commissioner Brooks asked God to help protect all of the people helping 
those who are suffering from the impact of Hurricane Ian. 
     As the meeting started, with Chairman Rock Meeks leading it and County Commissioner John 
Meeks being the fourth active commissioner present, County Coordinator Wilbur Dean found five of 
the six requests for approval he made scoring a 4-0 positive vote from the County Commission. 
     The one item that had a 3-1 vote of approval happened when Commissioner John Meeks voted 
“No” to the request for $88,660 being paid by Levy County to Meridian Behavioral Healthcare Inc. 
This is an increase from last year’s $88,000 for annual service. 
     The $88,660 is for the fiscal year from Oct. 1 through Sept. 30, 2023. 
     The five other approvals scored by 4-0 votes as requested by Coordinator Dean were for: 
     ● A multiple-year lease agreement for continuation with Hudson Properties. 
     ● An amendment to the three-party agreement between the County Commission, and the 
University of Florida Board of Trustees, and Dr. William F. Hamilton, M.D., for the District Medical 
Examiner Services for the fiscal year 2022-2023. 
     ● The annual contract with the Florida Department of Health’s Levy County unit. Just as in Dixie 
County and Gilchrist County this year, the fee remained the same, with the state covering any 
increased costs. The fee for 2022-2023 for the FDOH for Levy County is $165,500. 
     ● The annual contract for services with the North Central Florida Planning Council for local 
Government Comprehensive Planning Services for fiscal year 2022-2023 is $13,000. 
     ● The annual contract for services with the North Central Florida Planning Council for annual 
monitoring of hazardous waste generators for fiscal 2022-2023 is $16,500. 
     On another money matter that netted a 4-0 vote of approval, the County Commission agreed to pay 
the Nature Coast Business Development Council $66,400. The NCBDC also scored another $50,000 
from Citrus Levy Marion CareerSource for this year. 
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Levy County Emergency 
Management Director 
John MacDonald looks at 
his phone during the 
meeting. 
 
     In another set of two 4-0 
votes of approval Levy County 
Emergency Management 
Director John MacDonald, to 
amend the final budget for 
fiscal year 2022-2023. 
Another approval for 
MacDonald was for the 
chairman of the County 
Commission  signature on the 
Emergency Management 
Performance Grant. 
     In other information 
provided during the twice-monthly meeting, one resident was reminded that “mandatory 
evacuations” are proclaimed as a means to show residents and visitors within an area that importance 
to leave, due to the high probability of injury or death happening when a known disaster is on the 
horizon. 
 
Inky the cat Hardison stands next to a soft cat carrier she traveled in during a recent 
evacuation from 
The Ink Pad. She 
found her way 
into the box 
springs of a giant 
bed at a motel 
while being 
taken away from 
a possible 
hurricane strike 
zone; however, 
she was rescued 
by Big Daddy 
Jeff, and then 
she was among 
the first to 
return to The Ink 
Pad after that 
mandatory 
evacuation. 
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Needles the 
Community Cat of 
the unrecorded 
subdivision named 
Jemlands, within 
the unincorporated 
area of Levy County 
generally between 
Chiefland and Cedar 
Key, strikes a pose 
on one of the 
wooden decks at 
The Ink Pad to show 
he was not blown 
away during some 
recent high winds.\ 

 

 
 

 
The cat stayed in the woodsy neighborhood, even though his key human benefactors 
left the relatively undeveloped area. Needles remains as a mostly feral cat that cannot 
be easily caged or trapped, although his essence of being shows he is one cool cat. 
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     One elderly woman complained that she chose against leaving her home that was in an area 
designated for mandatory evacuation because she lacks enough animal transport resources to save all 
of her pets. She was told that Levy County Animal Services can provide some level of help during a 
situation like this. However, getting in contact with LCAS before the evacuation is advised. Also, there 
are limits for that service as well. Gov. Ron DeSantis urged motel owners to ease restrictions on 
people taking pets with them as they evacuated, as he noted these helpless, furry, domestic creatures 
are a part of a family. Meanwhile on Tuesday morning, at least two of the four county commissioners 
in Levy County said that people come before pets when it comes to evacuations. 
     While there is no method for the government to actually force a person to heed a mandatory 
evacuation order, each person and family can make choices to increase odds for survival by heeding a 
warning that is that strong. 
     Another Levy County senior citizen told the four county commissioners about his and his wife’s 
choice to take their domestic cat and evacuate with enough food, water, clothing, medicine and 
materials to get through seven days. They returned home after the potential threat of severe danger 
had passed. 
     The couple had to leave an outdoor quasi-feral community cat behind. That cat was ready to be fed 
per his usual twice-daily feeding schedule upon the return of the couple. Meanwhile, that couple’s son 
and daughter-in-law survived the direct strike in North Port (Sarasota County), where the son 
performed heroic deeds to preserve lives – although he does not want to be noted for those actions. 
 
 

Levy County Attorney 
Nicolle M. Shalley 
provides the County 
Commission with insight 
about the law. 
 
     Levy County Attorney 
Nicolle M. Shalley received  
4-0 vote of approval of a 
resolution ratifying the 
Emergency Declaration(s) 
issued by the Chairman and 
Administrative Order(s) 
issued by the County 
Coordinator in response to 
Hurricane Ian. 

     In other news, it was mentioned that the County Commission approved payment by the Oct. 1 
deadline for an annual program with the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration -- to 
hopefully help fund the ambulance service more in Levy County. So far, Levy County has paid but has 
seen zero return on this investment. 

 


