
HardisonInk.com 
Gilchrist County sheriff and others 
help South Florida recover 
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     DeSOTO COUNTY -- After Hurricane Ian slammed Southwest and Central Florida, 
Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz contacted some other sheriffs in the affected areas to 
see what was needed, Henry Howe of the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office noted in a recent 
press release.     The requests were universal, with the majority of the sheriffs needing extra law 
enforcement officers immediately. Utilizing the Florida Sheriff's Association Task Force, 
Chaired by Bay County Sheriff Tommy Ford, Sheriff Schultz, Lafayette County Sheriff Brian 
Lamb, Hamilton County Sheriff Harrell Reid and Taylor County Sheriff Wayne Padget 
assembled a Quick Reaction Force (QRF). 
     Approximately 18 hours after Hurricane Ian’s landfall in Lee County, a mission to respond 
to DeSoto County was requested by the FSA Task Force in cooperation with Florida's State 
Emergency Operations Center, Howe said. 
     Approximately 36 hours after landfall, the QRF was en route. Reports from team members 
showed that the North Central Florida QRF team was one of the first groups to respond, and 
that DeSoto County was devastated by flooding, Howe said. 
     The deputies on the QRF immediately began helping deliver supplies, answering calls for 
service and conducting highway safety checkpoints, Howe said. 
     On Sunday (Oct. 2), Sheriff Schultz and wife Ashton, and Sheriff Lamb and his wife Joy went 
to DeSoto County to visit with members of the QRF team, Howe said. 
     Sheriffs Schultz and Lamb and their wives went to lend support to DeSoto County Sheriff 
James Potter, too, Howe said. 
     At the request of Lee County Sheriff Carmine Marceno, the sheriffs from Gilchrist and 
Lafayette counties also went to Lee County (Fort Myers Beach) to provide support in his efforts 
to get assistance for his county, Howe said. 
     Sheriff Schultz is proud to say that when a request to all GCSO deputies was put out, a large 
majority volunteered to leave immediately, Howe said. However, with our Gilchrist County's 
limited resources and with the sheriff's top priority being the safety of Gilchrist County first, 
the first two deputies to volunteer, Sgt. Ryan Hinote and Deputy Earl Davidson were sent to 
represent the GCSO agency, Howe said. 
     Members of the GCSO Communications Division also began a supply drive, which will go to 
support Gilchrist County’s somewhat more distant southern neighbors. Anyone who would like 
to assist with a donation is asked to please contact Communications Officer Kiara Cobb at 
kcobb@gcso.us 
     Sheriff Schultz thanks the people of Gilchrist County for their support and understanding as 
these deputies assisted those devastated counties. Sheriff Potter reported that all of the GCSO 
members have done an outstanding job and have represented Gilchrist County well. 


