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     TRI-COUNTY AREA – Central Florida Electric Cooperative sent a press release recently to 

show the first areas where Internet service improvements are planned for this part of 

Florida.     Construction of Central Florida Electric Cooperative’s 100 percent fiberoptic network, 

which will provide low-cost, high-speed Internet and phone services to local communities 

through fiber by Central Florida, has begun with make-ready engineering crews starting work in 

the Chiefland area on Monday (Oct. 3), CFEC Communications Specialist Madison Redd noted. 

     Make-ready construction is expected to follow starting on Dec. 1, before fiber construction 

finally begins on March 1, 2023. 

     As anticipated, the first areas to be served will be closest to U.S. Highway 19 and metropolitan 

areas of the CFEC service area. 

     Phase 1 of network construction will include four CFEC substations: 

     Chiefland 1 – Estimated completion by June 2023 

     Trenton – Estimated completion by September 2023 

     Bell – Estimated completion by December 2023 

     Dempsey (North Dixie County) – Estimated completion by March 2024 

     These four areas were selected for Phase 1 of the network for a few key reasons. Construction 

at the Chiefland 1 location will be completed first in order to provide the first “fiber head end,” 

which will serve as a network access point providing access to the backbone of the Internet 

through a connection with Uniti fiber. 

      Once Chiefland 1 is completed, construction will move to the Trenton substation, then Bell 

substation, in order to ultimately bridge the fiber network into Dixie County by crossing over the 

Suwannee River at Rock Bluff to reach the Dempsey substation. 

     Areas like Fowlers Bluff and Cedar Key are not in the first phase. 

     The established plan will allow the builders to establish the network in all three counties in 

Phase 1, passing almost 11,000 homes and businesses in the process. 

     Fiber will be built directly to the home/business for 100 percent of CFEC’s members, as well 

as those served by other utilities within Phase 1 wherever their facilities are in close proximity 

and make-ready condition to CFEC infrastructure. 

     Fiber by Central Florida looks forward to eventually reaching everyone in the service area to 

provide the fastest, most reliable Internet connection on the market today at a price that 

everyone can afford. 


