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     TALLAHASSEE -- The Florida Ethics Commission met recently and handled several cases. 

     The Commission considered a complaint filed against Dixie County Commissioner Jody 

Stephenson. During its investigation, the Commission found no probable cause to believe Dixie 

County Commissioner Stephenson violated the constitutional amendment prohibiting abuse of 

office to obtain a disproportionate benefit or misused his position when he confronted the 

complainant about parking an RV on a parcel of property or by giving the complainant his 

business card. 

     The Commission reviewed other complaints concerning White Springs Town Council 

members for legal sufficiency. These reviews are limited to questions of jurisdiction and 

determinations as to whether the contents of the complaint are adequate to allege a violation of 

the Code of Ethics or other laws within the Commission’s jurisdiction. 

     As no factual investigation precedes the reviews, the Commission’s conclusions do not reflect 

the accuracy of the allegations made in these complaints. 

     The Commission dismissed the following complaints for lack of legal sufficiency: Vaness A. 

George, Town Manager; Anita T. Rivers, White Springs Mayor; Mary H. Berry, Town of White 

Springs Councilwoman; Nicole B. Williams, White Springs Councilwoman; J Jacqueline T. 

Williams, White Springs Councilwoman; and Larita McCallum, White Springs Councilwoman. 

     According to the public files, the complaint was filed by Thomas W. Brazil of White Springs. 

Brazil alleged the process of approving an ordinance concerning allowing the operations of 

Internet café/simulated Gambling Establishments was questionable. 

     Brazil alleged the process to approve the law was not done in an advertised public session of 

the town council despite efforts of the town’s citizens to hold a public meeting. In addition, 

Brazil alleged those Town Council members individually and as a group financially benefited 

from the deal in the form of fees and an annual $96,000 payment. 

     The Ethics Commission found no violation of law concerning that issue. 


