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Winners named during gala 
Teacher of the Year Robin Romagnolo 
School Related Employee 
of the Year Karen Warren 

 
The top nine Levy County Teachers from the schools who were honored Saturday night 
(Oct. 22), are seen here and they are (from left) Bronson Elementary School Third 
Grade Teacher Robin Romagnolo, who also was named as the 2022 Levy County School 
District Teacher of the Year; Bronson Middle High School Language Arts Teacher Caryl 
Osteen; Cedar Key School Social Studies Teacher Karen Voyles; Chiefland Elementary 
School Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Teacher Kimberly Walker; Chiefland 
Middle High School Language Arts Teacher Lori Thomas; Joyce Bullock Elementary 
School ESE Teacher Meredith Stone; Williston Elementary School Teacher and Math 
Coach Tamara Lutz, Teacher and Math Coach; Williston Middle High School Science 
Teacher Pamela Newcombe; and Yankeetown School Teacher and Math Coach Laura 
McBride. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 26, 2022 at 9:12 a.m. 
     BRONSON – The winners for the Levy County School Related Employee of the Year and the 
Teacher of the Year were unveiled at the STARS Gala on Saturday night (Oct. 22). 
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Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart (left) presents 2022 Levy County 
Teacher of the Year Robin Romagnolo, a third grade teacher at Bronson Elementary 
School, with the award she earned. All of the nominees received gift bags, too. 
 

 
Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart goes off script a little bit after 
making the presentation to the top teacher -- to let everyone know that in the Levy 
County School District, everyone is considered as a member of the broader ‘family’ in 
this community. In fact, ideologically, teachers are ‘parents’ of the children in their 
care as those youngsters are away from their actual parents. 
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The top teachers in the school district are seen in a sandwich of sorts as the assistant 
superintendent of schools and the superintendent of schools stand on either side of the 
women. 2022 Levy County Teacher of the Year is Robin Romagnolo is presented with a 
vase and bouquet of flowers, as well as the top award. All of these teachers also received 
gift bags. 
 

Teacher of the Year 
     The 2022 Levy County Teacher of the Year is Robin Romagnolo, a third grade teacher at Bronson 
Elementary School. 
     The 2022 Levy County Related Employee of the Year is Karen Warren, a bus driver in the 
Transportation Department of the Levy County School District. 
     Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart and Levy County Assistant Superintendent of 
Schools John Lott made the announcements. Keeping with the magic and mystery theme of the night, 
the top two school district administrators “unmasked” the winners that night. 
     Assistant Superintendent of Schools Lott mentioned early in the presentation that some honorees 
were unable to attend Saturday night (Oct. 22). 
     These nominees, Cowart said, represent 120 years of combined teaching experience, the majority of 
which has been dedicated to Levy County students. 
     These teacher-leaders not only helped children learn, Cowart said, but they served their profession 
by being mentors, instructional coaches, grade-level and department chairs, and sponsors of extra-
curricular activities for the students. 
     Romagnolo was selected as the 2022 Levy County Teacher of the Year, Cowart said, by a 
unanimous vote of the panel of judges.  
     Her professionalism, dedication and expertise made her the clear choice, although it was relatively 
difficult to choose one winning teacher from among the strong set of candidates for the districtwide 
distinction, Cowart said. 
     “This teacher has spent her entire career to the service of the students in our county,” Cowart said. 
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“And has met every new teaching assignment with grace and positivity.” 
     Romagnolo was noted for helping mentor some of her colleagues as well as to help lift the spirits of 
some discouraged teachers. She is known to “always have an encouraging word and an open door,” 
Cowart said. 
     Creating an environment in her classroom that includes respect, rapport and high expectations are 
some of the reasons Romagnolo was named as 2022 Teacher of the Year in Levy County, Cowart said. 
     Romagnolo believes in the importance of teaching to every learner, Cowart said. 
     “Her classroom is a family and a place where all students are celebrated, challenged and 
supported,” Cowart said.  
     The top teacher was selected from the eight public schools set of winning teachers of the year, and 
they are noted for each school below: 
     ● Bronson Elementary School- Robin Romagnolo, Teacher Third Grade 
     ● Bronson Middle High School- Caryl Osteen, Teacher Language Arts 
     ● Cedar Key School- Karen Voyles, Teacher Social Studies 
     ● Chiefland Elementary School- Kimberly Walker, Teacher ESE 
     ● Chiefland Middle High School- Lori Thomas, Teacher Language Arts 
     ● Joyce Bullock Elementary School-Meredith Stone, Teacher ESE 
     ● Williston Elementary School- Tamara Lutz, Teacher Math Coach 
     ● Williston Middle High School- Pamela Newcombe, Teacher Science 
     ● Yankeetown School- Laura McBride, Teacher Math Coach 
 

2022 Levy County School Related Employee of the Year 

 
In this photo are seven of the 11 nominees for the 2022 Levy County School Related 
Employee of the Year title, with each having been chosen for excellence in service in 
their respective parts of the whole school district. Some honorees were unable to 
attend the 2022 STARS Gala on Oct. 22. At the left in this picture is Levy County 
Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart. Not all of the honorees were able to attend 
that night. 
 
     From the 11 locations considered for 2022 Levy County School Related Employee of the Year, there 
was one person selected at each location. They were: 
     ● Bronson Elementary School- Wendy Biddle, Teacher Aide, PK-Lead 
     ● Bronson Middle High School-Dotty Rowe, Secretary 12 Month 
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     ● Cedar Key School- Sascha Matthews, Teacher Aide ESE  
     ● Chiefland Elementary School- Sherry Bass, Teacher Aide ESE  
     ● Chiefland Middle High School- Rita Quincey, Teacher Aide ESE  
     ● Joyce Bullock Elementary School-Kaylin Young, Teacher Aide Title 1 
     ● Williston Elementary School- Annalise Curry, Secretary 12 Month 
     ● Williston Middle High School- Brian Gaudette, Teacher Aide  
     ● Yankeetown School- Veronica Reddish, Clerk Typist Media 
     ● District Office- Alex Gonzalez, Districtwide Purchasing / Inventory Control Clerk 
     ● Transportation- Karen Warren, Bus Driver 
 
     Of those top 11 nominees, the 2022 Levy County School Related Employee of the Year. 
     Warren, the 2022 Levy County School Related Employee of the Year, was unable to attend the 
ceremony to accept recognition that night. 
     Nevertheless, Assistant Superintendent Lott read the accolades noted for the school bus driver who 
earned the highest honors in the district from among the top nominees in those relevant sectors. 
     Warren was said to be a team player who, all the while, is a creative problem-solver. She is a hard 
worker, who is “quick to come to the aid of a fellow staff member” and has served each of the county’s 
school communities with a smile, Lott said. 
     Warren meets her daily goals of providing stability, love and safety to all of the students she 
transports – many of whom are the youngest bus riders in Levy County, Lott said. 
     As he made the presentations of the top nominees of the 2022 Levy County School Related 
Employees of the Year from among the 11 sectors considered, Assistant Superintendent Lott reminded 
everyone that each of these outstanding employees serve in areas that are as vital to public education 
as their counterparts from the teaching perspective of this mission. 


