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Levy County Education Foundation’s 
STARS Gala offers magic and mystery 

 
Magician and 
comedian Greg 
Solomon performs 
a card trick at the 
table occupied by 
Yankeetown School 
Media Center Clerk 
Veronica Reddish 
(left) and 
Yankeetown School 
(middle school) 
English Teacher 
Alexis Richardson. 
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     BRONSON – Levy County Schools Foundation brought a comedic illusionist, who is also an 
elementary school physical education teacher in the Marion County School District, to entertain the 
audience Saturday night (Oct. 22).  

Greg Solomon, 
magician and 
stand-up 
comedian, shows 
the audience that 
his illusion of 
dropping 52 cards 
from one hand to 
the next in a 
smooth and 
stylish manner is 
an illusion created 
by cards being 
fastened together. 
Solomon taught 
the audience 

about some of his other magic tricks, although the lessons proved his talent at slight-of-
hand were woven, as well, into those lesson plans to the point of being … magical. 
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Greg Solomon, magician, shows full pages of a daily newspaper, which the audience 
saw him tear into pieces become magically reunited into the pages that existed before 
his shredding performance.  
 
     Greg Solomon, magician, stand-up comedian, and physical education teacher from Anthony 
Elementary School, put on a very entertaining show after first starting the night going from table to 
table performing card tricks for patrons of the LCSF fundraising event. 
     This year’s gala theme was “A Mysterious Masquerade.” 
 

 
LCSF Executive 
Director Annie 
Whitehurst greets a 
journalist who captures 
her before she donned 
her masquerade mask 
of the night. The 
executive director led 
the effort that 
successfully brought 
forth another 
wonderful gala. Last 
year, it was at Williston 
Middle High School, 
this year it was at 
Bronson Middle High 
School LCSF President 

Angie Phillips said there is some hope to have it at Chiefland Middle High School next 
year, however the CMHS facility may not have an area large enough for the gala. 
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     There was no mystery or illusion about the pleasantness and thoughtfulness of the hosts. LCSF 
President Angie Phillips is the Florida Department of Health’s Tri-County Unit (Dixie-Gilchrist-Levy) 
School Nurse Consultant. Under her guidance students, teachers and staff in three counties enjoy the 
excellent care and health guidance of the FDOH. 

     Of course, as collateral 
beneficiaries, parents, guardians, as 
well as other family members and 
friends of everyone involved in the 
school district benefit from public 
health activities. 
 
 
LCSF President Angie Phillips 
(left) and LCSF Executive 
Director Annie Whitehurst 
pause upon request for a photo 
opportunity with their 
masquerade masks on. 
 

 
     LCSF Executive Director Annie Whitehurst is the chief executive officer as far as operations, and 
her leadership in organizing the annual gala as well as administering the day-to-day duties all year 
long are well proved by the success rate of scholarships provided and teachers’ projects completed to 
benefit the educational interests in Levy County. 
 
LCSF Treasurer Denny 
George (left) and Levy 
County Superintendent of 
Schools Chris Cowart are 
seen moments before the 
action began. They were 
among the leaders 
presenting information to 
the audience throughout 
the night. This gala was 
known as the 
Superintendent's Gala 
before it was named the 
STARS Gala. 
 
     Joining President Phillips on the LCSF Officers and Board of Directors are Vice President Justin 
Head, Secretary Lewrissa Johns, Treasurer Denny George and directors Carol Jones-DuBois, Justin 
Hardy, Lance Hayes, Tammy Jones, Cookie King, Amanda Lane, Melissa Lewis, Andy Lott, Ben Lott, 
Heather Rawlins, Shannon Smith, Prentice Spann, Tanya Taylor and Superintendent of Schools Chris 
Cowart as ex-officio member. 
     Paragon Sponsors of the event were Duke Energy and V.E. Whitehurst and Sons. Patron Sponsors  
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were Suncoast Credit Union and Capital City Bank. There were many platinum, gold, silver and 
bronze level sponsors recognized during the gala as well. 
 

 
 

Minnie Hayes and her 
husband Lance Hayes, a 
member of the Chiefland 
City Commission, are 
winners of the first door 
prize of the night. The prize 
was a date night award 
donated by Levy County 
School Board Member 
Cameron Asbell of 
Bronson. 
 
 
 

 

 

E- LCSF 
President Angie 
Phillips stands 
near artwork by 
Chiefland 
students. 
Schools’ 
student artists 
donated their 
works, which 
helped gain 
money through 
a silent-auction 
method of sales 
to patrons of 
the arts and supporters 
of Levy County education. 
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Vice Chair of the Marion County Commission Michelle Stone is seen here with her 
husband Charlie Stone, a former member of the Florida House of Representatives 
(2012-2020), as they stand near artwork. Charlie Stone, while retired from the House, 
is an active member of the College of Central Florida Board of Trustees. 
This section, of the many sections of art, is by Bronson students. Schools’ student 
artists donated their works, which helped gain money through a silent-auction method 
of sales to patrons of the arts and supporters of Levy County education. The couple said 
they enjoyed visiting Levy County and seeing familiar friendly faces.  
 
     The names of individuals, civic groups and business interests who sponsored the gala were listed 
on the handout material distributed to each guest. Each guest also received a ticket for the potential to 
win a door prize, of which there were quite a few. 
     As has been the case year after year of this gala, the food was provided thanks to the great culinary 
work of people who can create delicious dishes for massive amounts of diners at one time. This year’s 
menu started with gumbo, which went with the theme of the night, at least partially inspired by Mardi 
Gras of New Orleans, Louisiana. 
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Some of the many plates of desserts are seen here on 
the well-decorated serving table, where guests picked 
up their dessert. 
 
     After the self-serve gumbo appetizers, guests enjoyed 
Smoked Bourbon Street Chicken, Cajun Rice, Chilled Cracked 
Corn Salad and French Quarter Baguettes. Dessert was 
Banana Foster Pudding and Praline Brownies, served buffet 
style. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Christopher Scott and Patricia 
Martinez, both seniors at 
Williston Middle High School, 
stand ready to serve as 
members of the 16 students 
who volunteered for this duty 
at the gala. They are seen in 
action here, waiting on the 
occupant at Table 10. 
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The decorations at Table 10 are similar to those at the many tables in the cafetorium. 
Even the chairs were decorated with shiny silver-colored ribbons that had hand-tied 
bows. There must have been at least 100 chairs. 
 
     The main course and drinks were served by 16 students who volunteered and were working under 
the guidance of Williston Middle High School Guidance Clerk Donna Bennett, who was assisted in 
this awesome duty by WMHS Secretary “and official greeter at the front office” Desiree Draper, who 
stood in for Pam Morrison. 
     The list of people who helped bring the gala to fruition this year would be like an old-fashioned 
telephone directory (Back in the old days, people names, addresses and phone numbers were listed on 
page after page of these annual paperback books in cities.). 
     Among the people on that lengthy list are Breezy Stockman and the Levy County School Board 
Maintenance Department, Julia Oberst, Sara Griffis and the Levy County Food and Nutrition Team, 
Levy County Prevention Coalition Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Lewis and many others. 
     The evening of festivities officially opened, after socialization and enjoyment of gumbo as an 
appetizer, with the Williston Middle High School Army Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps Color 
Guard presenting the colors and a cadet led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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Williston Middle High School Army Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps Color Guard 
seen here includes (from left) Logan Deasey leading the procession as the rifleman for 
America Flag Bearer Jharetta Cobb, who was followed by Florida Flag Bearer Tiffany 
Roland, with Bradley Gause being the cadet who was the rifleman for the state flag. 
Some other students who served people as wait staff are seen as they walk into the 
kitchen (to the right in the picture). 
 
     That WMHS Army JROTC unit that night was comprised of Logan Deasey leading the procession 
as the rifleman for America Flag Bearer Jharetta Cobb, who was followed by Florida Flag Bearer 
Tiffany Roland, with Bradley Gause being the cadet who was the rifleman for the state flag. Those four 
cadets were guided in the perfect execution of their assignment at the gala by Staff Sgt. Brian Engle. 
     Other than the naming of the Alumnus of the Year, the Teacher of the Year and the School-Related 
Employee of the Year, the meat and potatoes of this annual gala was an update about the Levy County 
Schools Foundation. 
     LCSF President Phillips welcomed everyone and spoke about the theme of “All Things Mysterious.” 
     Phillips noted that it took imagination and magic to transform the school cafeteria into the event 
venue for the night. 
     After the magic show, the executive director of the foundation spoke about the organization’s 
progress. 
     LCSF Executive Director Whitehurst said the foundation is primarily focused on presenting 
scholarships and awarding grants for classroom teachers’ innovative educational projects. 
     The foundation has stepped into new roles to help the district. One new purchase, Whitehurst 
mentioned, was for lice kits for that students can remain in school rather than losing valuable time 
instruction due to pests. 
     The foundation has also funded meals for teachers who must work late on conference nights, she 
added. There have been times, she continued, when the foundation bought “scrubs” (work clothing for 
nurses) when Certified Nursing Assistants needed some help with that. 
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     “We’re shining a spotlight on vocational programs,” Whitehurst said, “and we are helping students 
with their vocational certification fees; so that they can graduate certified and ready for the 
workforce.” 
     The foundation, she said, is awarding scholarships like never before. Last year, the foundation 
awarded more than $58,000 in scholarships, with part of those are funded by business owners, civic 
organizations, and families, while they are managed by the foundation. 
     Of those scholarships from last year, Whitehurst said, more than $20,000 of the scholarships were 
funded by the LCSF. Also last year, she added, the foundation managed five different vocational 
scholarships. 
     Among the other updates Whitehurst provided was that this year the LCSF has awarded the 
teacher grant program recipients by arriving at classrooms with oversized checks, “Prize Patrol Style” 
to announce to teachers and students that teachers’ special project ideas are approved for funding by 
the LCSF. 
     LCSF Executive Director Whitehurst said the foundation is grateful for all of the support it receives 
from all sources, including all of the people who buy tickets to the Annual STARS Gala and the Annual 
Beast Feast. 
     Whitehurst noted that the volunteers who comprise the LCSF Board of Directors donate their time, 
talents and resources because they care about education in Levy County. 
     Harkening back to the night’s them of “Mystery and Magic,” Whitehurst said he can think of 
nothing more magical than teaching a first grader to read, or being the person who takes children to 
the Kennedy Space Center, when some of them have barely gone beyond the county lines of Levy 
County. 
     Another point of mystery and magic Whitehurst mentioned is seeing the moment when a high 
school student realizes the path that truly calls to them for their future. 
     Still another of the multitude of magical and mysterious moments in education that she mentioned 
is when graduates move the tassels on their mortarboards from one side to the next, and to know this 
result comes from the combined efforts of so many teachers, coaches, bus drivers, meal providers and 
other support staff, administrators, leaders, parents, guardians, other family members and the base of 
taxpayers. 
     “The fact is that it takes everyone working together to get our students ready to launch into the 
world,” Whitehurst said. “And along with all of that magic is the mystery part, which is the asking, 
‘How do you guys do it?’” 
     The big live bidding was in one part of the wonderful, magic-filled gala. 
     Ten bidders competed at the auction for “The Disappearing Act” that generated money in the 
fundraiser. 
     That prize package upon which nine people bid and wrangled for was for $1,000-plus in cash, gift 
cards and gas cards, as well as a rolling suitcase, 
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Justin Hardy (left) and Auctioneer Daniel Jerrels entertain the crowd. 
 

 
Keith Perry and Charlie Stone are the last two bidders waiting to see who is excluded by 
a name being drawn from a hat. As luck would have it, Perry won the big prize in this 
bidding activity.  
 
     Justin Hardy served as the color announcer as Auctioneer Daniel Jerrels entertained the crowd 
during the bids for 10 masks that were peeled away until there was one winner. 
     Patsy Fugate was the top bidder at $400 for the first mask and $500 for the fourth mask. Other top 
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bidders in the 10-mask auction were John Meeks for $400 for the second mask; Jim Digs for $400 on 
the third mask; Pug Whitehurst for $500 on the fifth mask; Prentice Spann for $500 on the sixth 
mask; Keith Perry for $400 on the seventh mask; Charlie Stone for $600 on the eighth mask; Kaylee 
Spina for $400 for the ninth mask; and Neal Johns (Rissa Johns’ husband) for $600. 
     Auctioneer Jerrels thought Spina was a candidate for some office, but she let him know she was the 
new assistant principal at Bronson Elementary School, and that she had taught his children before. 
He apologized for his faux pas. 
     That $4,700 worth of bidding donations from those nine people gave them a chance to have their 
name drawn from a hat. However, the drawn names did not win. They lost. Yet, there is another 
“however” in this bidding and wrangling expedition. For another flat $50 donation, a mask winner 
could put their name back into the hat one time for another potential to have their name be the last 
one drawn – and therefore being the winner. 
     Everyone bought back in for another chance at that $50 rate, except the winner of the prize – 
Perry. The nine $50s equaled another $450. 
     Perry’s name was not even drawn once to have a second chance. He won this contest without 
having to buy back in. 
     After it was determined Perry won without having to put his name back in for $50 more, Levy 
County Property Appraiser Jason Whistler donated the other $50 that Perry did not have to donate, 
just to make that part of the bids equal $500, putting the total bid raised on that prize to be $5,200. 
     One bidder in the mask bid part of the program bid with a $50 increment, although Auctioneer  
     Fugate was the winner last year in this bid process, and she was favored by her purchase of two 
masks by outbidding two sets of other possible contenders. However, this year, it was Perry, a 
candidate for state senate, who won the big prize rather than the favorite of some folks in the crowd – 
Patsy Fugate. (By the way, this Williston Rotarian does win the 50-50 draw on occasion at those 
meetings.) 
     For more information about the Levy County Schools Foundation, go 
to https://www.levycountyschoolsfoundation.org/. 
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