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CES teacher suspected 
of gun crime and child neglect 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 25, 2022 at 8:12 p.m. 
     BRONSON – A 27-year-old Archer woman was booked into 
the Levy County Jail on Oct. 24 at 4:44 p.m. on three felony 
counts and she was released Oct. 25 at 10:36 a.m. on her own 
recognizance for all three felonies, according to jail records. 
     Paige Ashley Ehlers, 27, of Archer was working as a fourth 
grade teacher at Chiefland Elementary School, when she is 
suspected of having committed crimes involving a firearm and 
children, according to arrest records. 
     The first-year teacher is charged with one count of possession 
of a firearm on school property, in violation of Florida Statute 
790.115, according to records. 
     “A person who willfully and knowingly possesses any              Paige Ashley Ehlers                                                                                                                                  
firearm in violation of this subsection commits a felony                                  Mugshot By LCSO                     
of the third degree,” according to the Florida Statute for which she was jailed. 
     She is also charged with two counts of child neglect without great bodily harm, Florida Statute 
827.03, also a third-degree felony. 
     According to the Florida Statutes, the maximum sentence for a third-degree felony conviction is 
five years in prison. The judge can also impose a $5,000 fine and put a person on probation for five 
years. This is true even if the convicted felon is facing a third-degree felony in Florida as a first offense 
in their lifetime, according to law. 
     Levy County Sheriff’s Office School Resource Deputy Michael Wilkinson arrested Ehlers, according 
to jail records. 
     The gun was discovered inside of her vehicle during school hours by two students, who were 9 and 
10 years old, according to information LCSO Lt. Scott Tummond posted on Facebook. 
     Ehlers sent the two children outside to retrieve medication from a car for her, Tummond posted. 
The fourth grade students alerted other school officials who contacted the resource deputy, Tummond 
noted. 
     “While it is extremely disheartening to ever arrest a teacher, this type of violation that endangers 
the safety of our students cannot be tolerated,” Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum was noted as 
saying, according to the post on Facebook by Lt. Tummond. “Thankfully these fourth grade students 
had parents that taught them about gun safety, and, but for that reason, we may have avoided a 
dangerous and sad situation today.” 
     The Levy County Sheriff’s Office has adopted the policy, like the Dixie County Sheriff’s Office, of 
only posting “press releases” on Facebook, rather than sending them also to the actual press. 
     The Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office provides the press with press releases. The Florida Highway 
Patrol, the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the United 
States Drug Enforcement Agency, the United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and the 
United States Department of Homeland Security, and other law enforcement agencies provide press 
releases to the press rather than relying on journalists to scour social media to somehow discover 
“press releases” that are not released to the press. 


