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Sheriff Bobby McCallum honored 

Named as 2022 LCSF Alumnus of the Year 

 
Seen moments before the surprise announcement of being the 2022 Levy County 
Schools Foundation Alumnus of the Year at the 22nd Annual STARS Gala, held in the 
cafetorium of Bronson Middle High School on Oct. 22, are Levy County Sheriff Bobby 
McCallum, his wife Kandy McCallum and grandson Mighty Hinote. 
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     BRONSON – Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum joined an elite list on Saturday night (Oct. 22) 
during the 22nd Annual STARS Gala when he was named as the 2022 Levy County Schools 
Foundation Alumnus of the Year. 
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(from left) Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart stands behind Levy 
County Sheriff Bobby McCallum as Levy County Schools Foundation President Angie 
Phillips presents the sheriff with the 2022 Levy County Schools Foundation Alumnus of 
the Year award. 
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(from left) Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart, Levy County Sheriff 
Bobby McCallum and Levy County Schools Foundation President Angie Phillips pose 
for photos at the Levy County Schools Foundation’s 22nd Annual STARS Gala. 
 
     The 74-year-old sheriff is a Chiefland High School graduate, who stands among a group of 13 
previous honorees. 
     Sheriff McCallum on Monday (Oct. 24) said he was very honored and surprised by the title 
bestowed upon him by the Levy County Schools Foundation on Sunday night at the annual banquet. 
     “I’ve always wanted to give back to the county,” McCallum said, “and to help the schools, and the 
children.” 
     The sheriff said he and his wife Kandy do what they can to help the children have a good education 
scholastic education and good instructions and coaching in athletics. 
     All of the students, teachers, administrators and other school staff members, Sheriff McCallum 
added, are going through a different environment today than when he was in school in regard to 
crime, especially regarding violence. 
     “They should get all the praise and recognition,” the sheriff said. 
     Some of the top educators and staff members received recognition and gift bags at the STARS Gala. 
     As for being the Levy County Schools Foundation (LSCF) Alumnus of the Year, LCSF Treasurer 
Denny George spoke about this award. 
     He noted this annual title began in 2009. Each year a recipient is honored when the LCSF Board 
votes on the graduate who has earned this distinction, Treasurer George said. 
     The LCSF Board bases its choice on a number of criteria, George said, and these include a measure 
of the success of the alumnus by the way they represent the Levy County high school from whence 
they graduated. 
     Other aspects considered by the Board are their career and life after high school; and especially 
their contributions back to their home community and Levy County, George added. 
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     The LCSF Board of Directors is comprised this year of President Angie Phillips, Vice President 
Justin Head, Secretary Lewrissa Johns, Treasurer Denny George and directors Carol Jones-DuBois, 
Justin Hardy, Lance Hayes, Tammy Jones, Cookie King, Amanda Lane, Melissa Lewis, Andy Lott, Ben 
Lott, Heather Rawlins, Shannon Smith, Prentice Spann, Tanya Taylor and Superintendent of Schools 
Chris Cowart as ex-officio member. 
     The previous recipients and the cities listed with them follow: 2009 Luther Beauchamp, Chiefland; 
2010 Al Qualls, Bronson; 2011 Charles “Chip” Webb Jr., Williston; 2012 H.C. Henderson Jr., 
Chiefland; 2013 Bob Bishop, Cedar Key; 2014 Dogan Cobb, Bronson; 2015 Robert Philpot, Williston; 
2016 Carol Jones-DuBois, Chiefland; 2017 Donald Richburg, Cedar Key; 2018 Zelda Lott, Bronson; 
2019 Joseph E. Smith, Williston; 2020 Bill Schossler and Linda Schossler Durrance, Bronson; and 
2021 Kelly Beckham, Cedar Key. 
     As he made the announcement of the 2022 recipient, levy County Superintendent of Schools 
Cowart said this year’s winner was a member of Student Council when he was at Chiefland High 
School, as well as being vice president of the senior class. 
     The 2022 LCSF Alumnus of the Year, Cowart continued, was a four-year letterman in football, as 
well as being co-captain of the team in his senior year. He was All Area Special Mention in football. 
He was a three-year letterman in basketball, as well as earning all-area honorable mention, and he 
was Mr. Basketball. Cowart said this honoree was a two-year letterman in track and baseball, too. 
     “Sheriff Bobby McCallum began his career at the Levy County Sheriff’s Office in 1969 as a 
dispatcher and jailer,” Cowart said. “Over the next 30 years, he served critical roles within the Levy 
County Sheriff’s Office, the Florida Highway Patrol, and the Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney’s 
Office.” 
     In 2012, he was elected as the sheriff of Levy County. 
     Cowart said McCallum does not take lightly his opportunity to serve the residents and visitors of 
Levy County. The sheriff is known for proactively addressing public safety concerns and maintaining a 
wonderful quality of life for the people, Cowart said as he noted this is a high priority for the sheriff. 
     Sheriff McCallum is highly respected and a devout Christian, being a lifelong member of First 
United Methodist Church of Chiefland. 
     He was reelected in 2016 and made history by being the first sheriff in Levy County to run 
unopposed. 
     McCallum earned a master’s degree in Criminal Justice from Nova University and is a graduate of 
the Florida Highway Patrol Academy, the National Institute for Undersheriffs at the University of 
Southern California, and the National Crime Prevention Institute at the University of Louisville. 
     McCallum has served in many volunteer leadership roles throughout the area and within the law 
enforcement community, Cowart said as he spoke to the audience. 
     McCallum serves on the Board of Directors at the College of Central Florida Criminal Justice 
Advisory Board. He is a board member of Region VI Criminal Justice Standards and Training Trust 
Fund Board, Cowart said. 
     “Near and dear to his heart is the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches,” Cowart said, “where he has 
served as Chairman of the Board of Directors.” 
      McCallum has served as the past treasurer, vice president and president of the Florida Sheriffs 
Association and is currently the immediate-past president, Cowart said. 
     Upon accepting the award, the sheriff went to the podium. 
     “Wow,” Sheriff McCallum said. “Just, wow!” 
     The sheriff thanked the LCSF Board for naming him as alumnus of the year. 
     McCallum joked about how the other sheriffs in Florida joke about him being on “the chain gang,” 
which is a title one earns by walking up and down the sideline during football games carrying the 
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chain that marks the line of scrimmage and the 10-yard mark to earn a first down. 
     “I have been on the chain gang for football (at Chiefland High School home games) for 44 years,” 
he said. “And they (other sheriffs) give me a hard time about embarrassing us other sheriffs, because 
you’re the only sheriff in the state who is on a chain gang.” 
     The sheriff said that during his long career in law enforcement, he has had the opportunity to be a 
teacher at times, and was even the head varsity basketball coach at Chiefland High School for four 
years – many years ago.  
     “That was exciting,” he said. 
     The sheriff has done some scouting for the Chiefland Indians Varsity Football Team, breaking 
down films of games. He served as an assistant coach for the CHS Track team for a couple of years, as 
well as being an assistant coach for the CHS Varsity Girls Softball Team.  
     The sheriff said he feels truly blessed to have been able to do all of that, along with his exceedingly 
lengthy career in law enforcement. 
     As people who know the sheriff would have expected, he accepted this success with great humility, 
saying he does not know that he deserves it but that he accepts the title with gratitude. 
     In closing, Sheriff McCallum told Superintendent of Schools Cowart that he feels very blessed to be 
his sheriff. 

 


