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Picnic provides candidates 
with a chance to mix with constituents 

 
Bruce Greenlee stands near his trailer, which was the distribution point of 
free barbecue meals that included sliced or pulled pork, yellow rice and 
baked beans. Also, for free at the picnic, tea and water were provided for 
free. Silverware, napkins and barbecue sauces were on a table for use by 
people dining on Heavy B’s delicious barbecue. Dwayne Williams of 
Williston organized the event. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 23, 2022 at 8:12 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – A late Sunday (Oct. 23) afternoon and early evening picnic in Eddie 
Buie Park in Chiefland provided a couple of candidates with chances to mix with 
constituents and explain why to elect them. 



HardisonInk.com 

 
This picture of one of the many, many free meals given to visitors shows the 
sandwich and two sides, that were as expected – delicious. 
 

 
Danielle Hawk, the Democrat running for United States House of 
Representatives Florida, District 3, is seen under the tent set up at the park 
by people involved in her Congressional campaign. 
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Rodney Long poses with his wife Carole Long at Eddie Buie Park during the 
picnic in the park event on Sunday (Oct. 23). 
 
     Danielle Hawk, the Democrat running for United States House of Representatives 
Florida, District 3; and Rodney Long, the Democrat running for Florida Senate, District 
9 were present to answer questions put to them by voters. 
     Brandon Peters, the Democrat running for the Florida House of Representatives, 
District 22, had planned to attend, however he was unable to attend due to illness. 
     Located on Southwest Fifth Street (also known as Buie Park Road) to the south of 
State Road 345 (also known as Southwest Fourth Avenue) in Chiefland, Buie Park was 
very well-equipped for people to hear music, as well as messages from candidates.  
     Some participants brought their own lawn chairs. 
     Both Hawk and Long spent time with a journalist, too, to answer a question or two, as 
well as speaking with anyone who wanted to talk about this election. Early voting starts 
Oct. 24 in Levy County. 
 

Danielle Hawk 
     Danielle Hawk is running against Katherine “Kat” Cammack, the Republican who is 
seeking reelection, although her congressional district changed from when she was 
elected last time. 
     Redistricting made the United States House of Representatives Florida District 3 
now include Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette 
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Levy, Marion, Suwannee and Union counties. 
     Hawk spoke about why voters should choose her rather than Cammack. 
     “The reason I am running against my opponent is not because we are from two 
different parties,” Hawk said. “The reason I am running against her is because she does 
not do her job.” 
     Hawk put this into perspective by noting that the job of a congresswoman is to help 
the people in her district, and to make life better for everyone who lives in the district – 
whether they voted for her or they voted for another person. 
     Regardless of whether a person is registered as a Republican, a Democrat or as an 
Independent, Hawk said, has no bearing on how a Congresswoman should represent 
them in the United States House of Representatives. 
     “The way somebody campaigns,” Hawk said, “is a reflection of how they intend to 
represent you. I have spent the last 18 months going to every corner of this district – all 
12 counties – talking to Republicans, Independents and Democrats, not just people from 
my own party, about the issues that really matter to them.” 
     Hawk, a 28-year-old Gainesville resident, said she is ready to get the work done when 
she is sent to Washington, D.C., as the member of Congress from the Third 
Congressional District of Florida. 
     She promises to not be distracted by partisan talking points, or partisan fights.  
     Hawk pledges to have a congressional office that actually serves the people of this 
district of Florida. 
     When asked if she sees the threat to American freedom, Hawk answered directly. 
     “Our democracy is at stake in this election,” Hawk said. “We have people like my 
opponent who continuously perpetuate lies that undermine our democratic ideals as 
Americans 
     “And I believe people in public office,” Hawk continued, “their role is to protect and 
defend our democracy and our Constitution. Those who do not do that by perpetuating 
election lies – by calling into question the integrity of legitimate fair and free elections, 
they have forfeited their right to be in office.” 
 

Rodney Long 
     Since redistricting, Florida Senate District 9 includes Alachua, Marion and Levy 
counties. 
     Asked why people should vote for him rather than Perry, Long spoke about his past 
experience in government as well as how he intends to serve the people of District 9. 
     Based on his experience as a former elected official, where he served two terms on the 
Gainesville City Commission with one of those terms as the mayor of Gainesville, and 
having served three terms on the Alachua County Commission, with two terms as the 
chairman, Long said he has proven his ability to represent the people. 
     He also was the president of the Florida Association of Counties. 
     The 65-year-old Gainesville resident has the experience and drive to serve the people. 
     “I have local elected experience,” he said. 
     Long said government is local, and the government that is closest to the people is 
local government. 
     “I am a local government person,” Long said. “I believe there shouldn’t be any type of 
legislation passed in Tallahassee that says, ‘One size fits all.’” 
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     Long said that a law to help Key West, for instance, will not necessarily serve the 
people of North Central Florida. 
     Long considers himself to be “an honest broker” rather than a politician. 
     “When I say, ‘honest broker,’ I am not a politician,” Long said. “Politicians say 
anything that they think voters want to hear. I’m a public servant. I do what is in the 
best interest of all the people that elect me – and don’t elect me – and that’s how I 
operate. 
     “I am a consensus builder,” Long added. “I am pragmatic in my approach to 
governance. So, to me, if they want to change the paradigm that is in Tallahassee – they 
want to bring some civility back to Tallahassee – then they should consider voting for 
me.” 
     He sees local healthcare as a top priority. 
     Levy County is “a healthcare desert,” Long said. It has no hospital and the former 
hospital in Williston is closed. 
     He wants the Florida Legislature to help create some kind of healthcare facility in 
Levy County.  
     “So, as the next state senator from this district,” Long said, “I would be in a position 
to bring people to the table from Tallahassee to meet with local government officials to 
continue that dialogue.” 
     During the past 16 years, one set of investors bought some land near Walmart in 
Chiefland. The Florida Agency for Health Care Administration even provided a 
Certificate of Need to build a small hospital there. It never happened, however, and that 
“coming soon” hospital remains nothing more than a dream. 
     Long said he will strive to provide access to healthcare for all people in Florida Senate 
District 9. 
     Florida is one of 12 states that has not expanded Medicaid, eligibility under the 
Affordable Care Act, Long said. He wants to change that condition, too. 
     “That is a moral sin, to me” Long said. “To not expand Medicaid (in Florida) when it 
does not cost you anything to expand it. It’s just a political ideology, that you don’t think 
you want to do.” 
     As the next state senator for this newly redistricted area, Long believes his consensus-
building skills will help him bring like-minded moral-valuing people from all political 
parties together – to understand this is a moral crisis. 
     In addition to having no hospital, another unique issue for Levy County is a proposed 
toll road, Long said. 
     “My opponent (Perry) voted for the study,” Long said. “And if he is elected, he is 
going to vote for the construction of the toll road.” 
     Long said he is thankful for the Levy County Board of County Commissioners voting 
“No Build” in regard to the toll road. He supports this position. 
     The pause that the secretary of the Florida Department of Transportation has placed 
on the study leading to a toll road, is just that, Long said – a pause.” 
     As soon as this election is over, Long said, the state government will resume its 
study.  
     “I think the people of Levy County should not be fooled,” Long said, “and they will not 
be fooled – when it comes to the toll road.” 
     Perry is a proponent of the study and the construction of the toll road, Long said, and 
the voters need to go into the voting booth with their eyes open. 
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     So, if they vote for him Perry, then they are voting in favor of a toll road that could 
harm the agricultural interests in Levy County, which is known for its timber, 
watermelon, peanuts, blueberries and other crops, Long said. 
     “We don’t wat to decimate Levy County with a toll road,” Long said, “when it is one of 
our most productive communities for agriculture in the state of Florida.”  
     Long said he will vote to defund any future dollars for the study or construction of the 
toll road. 
     Although Peters was absent from the picnic, he is well-known for his strong stance, 
like Long, against the toll road. 


