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Jason Whistler takes oath of office 

 
First Baptist Church of Chiefland Senior Pastor Dr. Kris Mullis (left) administers the 
oath of office Friday morning (Oct. 21) as (from that point, left) Levy County Property 
Appraiser Jason Whistler accepts the oath, while his wife B.J. Whistler holds a family 
bible, and their sons Connor Whistler, 20, Jaxon Whistler, 11, and Kyle Whistler, 17, 
join their parents at the front of the auditorium. 
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     BRONSON – Appointed by Gov. Ron DeSantis on Oct. 14 to be the property appraiser in Levy 
County, after first being elected to that constitutional position by a majority of the qualified voters of 
Levy County on Aug. 23, Levy County Property Appraiser Jason Whistler accepted his oath of office 
on Friday morning, a bit after 10 a.m. in auditorium of the Levy County Government Center. 
     The appointed and elected property appraiser would have waited until Jan. 3, 2023, to take office if 
not for the governor’s appointment, which expedited the matter. 
     Whistler said he is humbled, grateful and thankful for everyone who showed up Friday morning to 
watch the ceremony. 
     From the Levy Cunty Board of County Commissioners, four of the five showed up. Commissioners 
Matt Brooks, John Meeks, Desiree Mills and Lilly Rooks were present. Another elected county official 
was Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones. 
     State Rep. Joe Harding (R-Williston, Dist. 22) was present, as well. He was recently elected as the 
state representative in District 24, which includes Marion County but not Levy County. His new 
address is Ocala. 
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In this video, First Baptist Church of Chiefland Senior Pastor Dr. Kris Mullis (left) 
administers the oath of office Friday morning (Oct. 21) as (from that point, left) Levy 
County Property Appraiser Jason Whistler accepts the oath, while his wife B.J. 
Whistler holds a family bible, and their sons Connor Whistler, 20, Jaxon Whistler, 11, 
and Kyle Whistler, 17, join their parents at the front of the auditorium. CLICK ON THE 
PHOTO TO SEE THE VIDEO. 
 

 
Darla Whistler, an assistant state attorney in the Eighth Judicial Circuit, is one of Jason 
Whistler’s sisters who was present. Accompanying her, is Levy County Sheriff’s Office 
Lt. Scott Tummond. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0YUtBRVZN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0YUtBRVZN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0YUtBRVZN8
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This view of the auditorium just before the ceremony started shows many of the 
Whistler family in the front right part of this picture. 
 

 
Here are (from left) State Rep. Joe Harding (R-Williston, Dist. 22 now, and elected as 
R-Ocala, Dist. 24, already with no other people seeking that office on Nov. 8), elected 
and appointed Levy County Property Appraiser Jason Whistler, and Levy County 
Commissioner Matt Brooks. All of the county commissioners were at this event except 
Commission Chairman Rock Meeks. 
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Levy County Property Jason Whistler and Levy County Commissioner Desiree Mills are 
the elected and appointed leaders in this county, who were chosen by the voters and 
appointed by the governor to take office before the normal time, at the request of the 
Levy County Board of County Commissioners, State Rep. Joe Harding and others. 
 
     First Baptist Church of Chiefland Senior Pastor Dr. Kris Mullis administered the oath of office 
Friday morning (Oct. 21) as Levy County Property Appraiser Jason Whistler accepted his duties. 
     B.J. Whistler, Jason Whistler’s wife, held the bible that the late Rev. Michael Lee Whistler used for 
25 years when he was the pastor at Full Gospel Outreach Church of Chiefland. Jason’s mother Sandra 
“Sandy” was among the many family members in the audience Friday. 
     Pastor Michael Lee Whistler passed away at the age of 64, on April 1, 2012, at North Florida 
Regional Medical Center in Gainesville. Michael Lee Whistler was born April 17, 1947, in 
Independence, Kansas, to the late Leslie and Ida Whistler. 
     As his wife held the bible and his pastor administered the oath of office, Property Appraiser 
Whistler also was joined by sons Connor Whistler, Kyle Whistler, and Jaxon Whistler at the front of 
the auditorium during the program. 
     When the reverend Dr. Mullis administered the oath of office, he recited the traditional verbiage, 
however at Property Appraiser Whistler’s request, he added, “… and I will lead with the mind of 
servanthood and the love of Jesus Christ. I will look to the wisdom of Scripture, as I fulfill me elected 
duties of office, on which I am now about to enter – so help me, God.” 
     After being inducted, Whistler said the county “lost a great guy,” more than a year ago, with the 
passing of the late Levy County Property Appraiser Osborn Gray “Oz” Barker (Dec. 24, 1964-Aug. 29, 
2021). 
     “He (Barker) led by example,” Whistler said. “He showed us how to be a servant to the county, and 
to the people, and more importantly, to be a servant to Jesus Christ. And, obviously, I want to carry 
that on.” 
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     Whistler said he and his staff members work for the people of Levy County. He promised that the 
people who come into the Levy County Property Appraiser’s Office will feel welcomed. 
     With that, the event concluded, and Property Appraiser Whistler returned to his office in the Levy 
County Government Center, where he was able to change from coat and tie to jeans and sneakers. 


