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Mills and Whistler start service 

 
Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones (left) administers the Oath of Office 
to Levy County Commissioner Desiree Jerrels Mills (Dist. 3) as Mills’ husband, Jerry 
Mills Jr. Standing out of view behind her mother is Tori Mills, and to the right in the 
picture is Jerry Mills III. 
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     BRONSON – Levy County Commissioner Desiree Jerrels Mills (Dist. 3) took the oath of office 
Tuesday morning (Oct. 18), which was administered by Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy 
Jones. 
     Mills swore to support, protect and defend the United States Constitution and the federal 
government, as well as the Florida Constitution and the state government. Mills took the oath to 
proclaim, too, she was duly qualified to hold the office of Levy County commissioner, under the laws 
of the State of Florida. 
     In taking the oath, Mills proclaimed she was duly qualified to hold the office of Levy County 
commissioner, under the laws of the State of Florida. 
     In the oath she took, Mills swore as well that she would well and faithfully perform the duties of 
county commissioner for Levy County’s District 3. 
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Click on the Photo Above to watch the video of Levy County Commissioner Desiree 
Jerrels Mills (Dist. 3) taking the oath of office.  
 

 
After the ‘swearing-in’ ceremony, elected (and one elected-appointed) officials paused 
for a photo opportunity. They are (from left) County Commissioner Matt Brooks, 
County Commissioner Lilly Rooks, County Commissioner Desiree Mills, County 
Commissioner John Meeks, Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones and County 
Commission Chairman Rock Meeks. Commissioner Mills was not only elected, but she 
also was appointed by Gov. Ron DeSantis to take office -- even before incoming Levy 
County Commissioner Tim Hodge. who was elected to a full term as he replaces 
outgoing Commissioner Lilly Rooks, will take his position of county leadership. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LPoxZ0TAjI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LPoxZ0TAjI
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County Commissioner Desiree Mills is seen with some of her extended family members 
who were present for the ceremony Tuesday morning. The Mills and Jerrels families 
are relatively well represented here, although the extension of all humans being related 
can go back to Adam and Eve, according to some theology. 
 

 
Seen here in her first meeting after being elected and appointed, Levy County 
Commissioner Desiree Jerrels Mills sits next to County Commissioner Matt Brooks at 
the dais. 
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(from left) Commissioners John Meeks and Lilly Rooks, and Chairman Rock 
Meeks now comprise the other three members of the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners. However, incoming County Commission Tim Hodge, who has been 
elected to replace retiring Rooks will be taking his post relatively soon. Incoming 
Commission Hodge has been attending commission meetings as a Levy County 
resident, before taking the oath of office. 
 
     Levy County Property Appraiser Jason Whistler is scheduled to take his oath of office tomorrow – 
Friday, Oct. 21.  
     Both Mills and Whistler were first elected by a majority of Levy County voters, however even before 
they would have taken office after that election, Gov. Ron DeSantis appointed them effective as of Oct. 
14. They signed papers before the ceremonial Oath of Office ceremony was performed, as is often the 
case. 
     Their unique elected-appointed status is part of the collateral damage from the global COVID-19 
pandemic, which took the lives of two honorable gentlemen who were elected public servants in Levy 
County. 
     Levy County Commissioner Mills is completing the term of the late County Commissioner Mike 
Joyner (Oct. 3, 1950-Aug. 4, 2021). 
      Levy County Property Appraiser Whistler is completing the term of the late Osborn “Oz” Barker 
(Dec. 24, 1964-Aug. 29, 2021). 
     Four members of the Levy County Commission -- Chairman Rock Meeks, and commissioners Matt 
Brooks, John Meeks and Lilly Rooks previously sent a note to the governor asking him to appoint 
these two people because there was a need for their public service even before the normal time for 
them to take office having been elected by a majority of qualified Levy County voters. 
     Gov. DeSantis granted the request. He could have made appointments earlier than the election and 
the subsequent request for action, but he chose against doing that.  
     Meanwhile on Tuesday, both Commissioner Mills and Property Appraiser Whistler had occasion to 
perform in their new official roles. 
     Mills first three votes were all part of 5-0 actions by the County Commission. 
     Her first vote was to approve the published agenda. Her second vote was to rescind that vote to 
allow for a motion to approve the revised agenda. Her third vote was to approve the revised published 
agenda. 
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President Dan Hilliard (left) and Secretary Jack Schofield of the Withlacoochee Aquatic 
Restoration Inc. (WAR) group of Inglis speak with the County Commission about a 
project that potentially can help improve water quality of the lower Withlacoochee 
River. The matter is set for more discussion and possible action at the next regular 
meeting of the Levy County Commission. 
 
     Of more consequence, after a lengthy discussion during “Public Comments,” with Secretary Jack 
Schofield and President Dan Hilliard of the Withlacoochee Aquatic Restoration Inc. (WAR) group of 
Inglis, Mills voted to put the matter brought by Schofield and Hilliard back to the next regular County 
Commission meeting. 
     During that long discussion, Commissioner John Meeks said the $75,000 the county would put 
forth in a grant is of no concern, because the state would reimburse the county. 
     The more important matter, Meeks said, was finding staff, or possibly having to hire staff to deal 
with the grant matters. This grant is part of WAR’s goal of improving the water quality of the lower 
Withlacoochee River that feeds into the Gulf of Mexico. 
    The discussion included a lot of convoluted verbiage about grants and technical aspects of dams, 
rivers and related environmental factors, including water flow and nutrient loading from lack of flow, 
as well as bass fishing and more. 
     With some prompting by Commissioner John Meeks, Commissioner Mills moved to have the item 
on the next meeting’s agenda, and that was seconded by John Meeks and met with a 5-0 vote of 
approval. 
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Levy County Property Appraiser Jason Whistler seeks approval of an amendment to the 
budget for the current fiscal year (Oct. 1, 2022-Sept. 30, 2023) due to the Florida 
Department of Revenue increasing property appraisers’ salaries. He found a quick 5-0 
vote of approval to the motion and second made for that reason. 
 
     Levy County Assistant Property Appraiser Randy Rutter introduced Levy County Property 
Appraiser Jason Whistler to the County Commission. 
     Assistant Property Appraiser Rutter, who has been serving as the acting property appraiser since 
the death of the late Osborn “Oz” Barker (Dec. 24, 1964-Aug. 29, 2021). 
     Property Appraiser Whistler took office the Friday before that Tuesday meeting as a result of the 
governor appointing this elected official to office immediately. Rutter told the County Commission 
that he was listed to make the request for a budget amendment, because as of the time when the 
agenda was drafted, the governor had not made the appointment. 
     After the County Commission approved Whistler’s request with a 5-0 vote of approval, he thanked 
them. 
     Soon after that vote, Property Appraiser Whistler was speaking with a member of the press just 
outside the doors of the Levy County Government Center on Tuesday morning. As Whistler exercised 
his first time making a request of the County Commission, the Levy County property appraiser told 
the journalist, he forgot an important message. 
     Whistler said that during his first time at the podium in this post he had wanted to publicly thank 
Assistant Property Appraiser Rutter for stepping up to the plate as Rutter served the people by being 
the Levy County Property Appraiser’s Office leader who was needed after the death of Property 
Appraiser Barker. Whistler said he is extremely thankful for Rutter’s service, and he wanted everyone 
to know that. Hence, the message is shared now. 
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Clayton Drew, a battalion 
chief with Levy County Fire 
Rescue (Levy County 
Department of Public Safety) 
and Levy County Procurement 
Coordinator Alicia Tretheway 
respond to questions from a 
bidder who was relatively 
displeased after the ranking of 
firms for the county’s future 
radio system. Commissioner 
John Meeks, during part of 
the ‘Public Comments’ time on 
the agenda when the matter 
was broached, reminded the 
possible vendor’s 
representative that bids are 
awarded when all factors are considered. This includes ‘best’ as well as ‘lowest.’ When 
it comes to countywide communication with law enforcement, firefighters and 
ambulance personnel, Meeks said it is of paramount importance to have good radio 
service all over the county. Radio ‘dead zones for service’ have existed in the Williston, 
Morriston and other parts of Levy County historically as well as now. Cell service and 
Internet service is non-existent in several areas of rural Florida. 
~ 

Other Matters 
     Another matter brought before the County Commission during the “Public Comments” part of the 
agenda was a request for the county to accept road maintenance duties for a road. 
     County Commission Chairman Meeks said he would have staff look into the potential. 
     Dr. Keith Gould of MTS Ambulance Services introduced his company as seeking to be the transport 
provider for patients who have to go farther than Alachua, Marion or Citrus counties. This was an 
introduction to the potential service.  
     Dr. Gould said the company is not seeking to compete with Levy County Fire Rescue (Levy County 
Department of Public Safety), but instead will help the county but not causing one of its ambulances 
to be unavailable as it transports a patient for several hours rather than for a couple of hours as it goes 
to and from a hospital. 
     There are no hospitals in Levy County, Gilchrist County or Dixie County. Dr. Gould noted the 
ambulance service he represents seeks to provide transport that goes farther than typical. 
     Levy County Planning and Zoning Director Stacey Hectus helped the County Commission members 
understand matters as those elected leaders heard matters during five separate public hearings, as 
well as provided information about yet another matter being considered by the Levy County Planning 
Commission. 

 


