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     TRENTON – A 50-year-old man who escaped from 
the Gilchrist County Jail this morning (Thursday, Oct. 
20) will be having his supper meal this evening where he 
had breakfast today. 
     Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office inmate Frank Joseph 
DeSalvo, 50, got away just before 11 a.m. 
     DeSalvo escaped from the temporary recreation yard 
by throwing his clothes over the razor-wire and scaling 
the fence. The Gilchrist County Jail is being expanded; 
hence the temporary recreation yard. 
     DeSalvo was being held on bonds of almost $1.2 million                 Frank Joseph DeSalvo 
for various felonies and misdemeanor. DeSalvo has additional 
felony charges pending against him from other jurisdictions. 
     The short-term escapee was injured during his escape. He was apprehended within three hours of 
going over the fence, when he was found in the same vicinity as the county jail. 
     It is thanks to the assistance of multiple law enforcement agencies that this jail inmate was 
apprehended and brought back to be behind bars, pending trial. 
     Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz, and the men and women of the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s 
Office specifically thanked the following agencies for their instant response to this situation. Likewise, 
they note their appreciation for the many assets deployed to make this quick apprehension possible: 
• Trenton Department of Public Safety  
• Alachua County Sheriff’s Office 
• Marion County Sheriff’s Office 
• Levy County Sheriff’s Office 
• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
• Florida Highway Patrol 
• Florida Department of Agriculture 
• Florida Department of Corrections (FDOC) 
• Cross City Correctional Institution K-9 Team 
• Lancaster Correctional Institution K-9 Team 
• Mayo Correctional Institution K-9 Team 
     This situation was an outstanding example of the GCSO motto “One Team, One Mission.” 
     Multiple law enforcement agencies came together to assure the safety of the public and the 
apprehension of a dangerous felon. 
     GCSO Undersheriff Robert E. Willis, Esq., noted “A special thanks” to FDOC K-9 Thunder and 
his handler FDOC Sgt. Mitch Osteen who ultimately tracked DeSalvo to the location where the 
escapee was taken back into custody. 


