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Day and nights of prayers 
and proclamations carry messages 

 
Williston Mayor Charles Goodman (left) introduces Williston Police Officer Jason 
Godkin as Williston Police Chief Mike Rolls stands with the other two gentlemen on 
Tuesday night (Oct. 28). The mayor issued proclamations as well as being among those 
leading prayers and moments of silence Tuesday morning, Tuesday night and 
Wednesday night. The police chief provides a message seen later in this story. 
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     LEVY COUNTY – Prayers, proclamations, moments of silence and announcements made in 
Bronson, Williston and Yankeetown on Tuesday morning (Oct. 8), Tuesday night and Wednesday 
night respectively carried warm messages. 
     Prayers and proclamations that day and those nights, which were influenced by current, past and 
future events, mirrored the love, faith, hope and the exercise of democracy by public and private 
entities in three of the eight municipalities of Levy County and unincorporated area of the county. 
     Likewise, these noble words are woven as threads running through the Tri-County Area of Levy 
County, Dixie County, and Gilchrist County as well as through Florida, the United States of America 
and all of the democracies on the planet. 
     Levy County Commissioner Matt Brooks presented the opening prayer for the County Commission 
meeting Tuesday morning. 
     Brooks’ and others’ requests of God in the name of Jesus included significant matters across-the-
board. 
     Commissioner Brooks thanked God for all of the people present who were able to be part of the 
meeting that morning. He prayed that the county government leaders would have the wisdom and 
receive the guidance to help the residents and visitors of Levy County. 
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Deanna Sheppard of Haven, once known as Haven Hospice, holds the proclamation 
that was read by Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean on Oct. 18 to proclaim 
November as ‘National Hospice and Palliative Care Month’ in Levy County. Another 
proclamation made during the Levy County Commission meeting of Oct. 18 was to 
proclaim Oct. 27 as ‘Central Florida Community Action Agency Day’ in Levy County. 
 
     The county commissioner mentioned a couple of people and their families who are experiencing 
matters related to physical health, including one young boy who is a cancer survivor and continues 
recovering successfully with related health matters that take time for healing. 
     Commissioner Brooks asked God, too, to help in the recovery efforts needed for the many people, 
families and whole communities in Florida that were devastated by Hurricane Ian. He asked for God’s 
comfort, as well, to reach the people who lost loved ones from that recent tragic disaster across 
Florida. 
     Brooks, the Levy County elected leader representing the whole county but required to live in the 
district that includes Williston, asked for God to protect members of the United States military, first 
responders in police and fire departments, and for the Levy County government staff members who 
work “diligently for us every single day, Lord.”  
     That evening, Brooks’ prayer for protection of law enforcement officers was repeated in the City of 
Williston -- and for good cause. 
     Williston Mayor Charles Goodman led those who joined him in the opening prayer for the 
Williston City Council meeting Tuesday night (Oct. 18). 
     Goodman’s prayer addressed his and many others’ repeated request for God to put a “hedge of 
Protection” around the men and women seeking to save lives, as well as to protect and serve the 
public in many other manners. 
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WPD Officer Jason Godkin (left) and WPD Chief Mike Rolls 
 
     The mayor enjoyed an opportunity to introduce Williston Police Officer Jason Godkin, a 2010 
graduate of Bronson High School 
     Godkin joined the United States Marine Corp in 2011 and was honorably discharged as a sergeant 
in 2018, Mayor Goodman said. In 2021, Godkin graduated from the Law Enforcement Academy at 
Santa Fe College. 
     On Sept. 15, Mayor Goodman administered the oath of office to WPD Officer Godkin.  
     Police Chief Mike Rolls said Officer Godkin is an example of the high quality of men and women 
sought to serve the public as part of the Williston Police Department.  
     Chief Rolls later in the meeting helped listeners remember about the dangers police officers face, 
even in rural, small cities like Williston. Hence, the prayers said for the protection of all first 
responders, law enforcement personnel and firefighters are welcomed. 
     While there were no issues at the homecoming and football game on Friday night (Oct. 14), there 
was an incident that very night involving three WPD officers and a suspect, Rolls said. 
     It was a simple traffic stop on Noble Avenue (U.S. Alt. 27), Chief Rolls said, but it “turned into a 
nightmare.” 
     Officers stopped a motorcycle rider, whom they found probable cause to place under arrest. 
     The suspect resisted arrest with violence even after being shot with a taser, the chief said. 
     Kenneth Vincent Martin, 32, of Williston was arrested for operating a motorcycle without a license; 
being a habitual offender by driving while license suspended or revoked; and resisting an officer with 
violence, according to records. Combined bonds were set at $16,000 and Martin remains in the Levy 
County Jail as of 3:30 p.m. on Thursday (Oct. 20), according to records. 
     Rolls said he experienced a feeling he never wants to feel when he heard his officers “Hollering for 
help.” 
     “So, I thank you all for your prayers and your thoughts for law enforcement,” Chief Rolls said. 
     He said incidents happen around the world where officers must fight for their lives as they seek to 
enforce the law by securing people suspected of violating laws. 
     “I left the homecoming football game,” Rolls said, “and got there and they were still fighting him, 
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there in the middle of East Noble Avenue when I got there. So, keep your officers, not just here in 
Williston but around the country in your thoughts and prayers, because they’re out there doing a 
thankless job that many of probably don’t even think about.” 
     Mayor Goodman proclaimed Oct. 17 through 23 to be “Florida City Government 
Week” in Williston. 
     As part of the proclamation, the mayor said “Whereas, city government is the government closest 
to most citizens, and the one with the most direct daily impact on its residents.” 
     Goodman continued with other salient points regarding his reasons for making the proclamation 
including: 
     ● City government officials and employees share the responsibility to pass along the understanding 
of public services and their benefits. 
     ● Florida City Government Week is a very important time to recognize the significance of city 
government in the lives of residents and visitors to municipalities. 
     ● This week offers an important opportunity to convey to all of the people in Florida that through 
their civic involvement they can shape and influence city government. 
     ●The Florida League of Cities and its member cities have joined together to teach students and 
others about municipal government through a variety of projects and informational opportunities. 
     Another announcement mirrors the spirit of the area in regard to people helping one another. 
     Williston Vice President Marguerite Robinson said she did not have a proclamation to make, 
however she reminded everyone that October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
     Vice President Robinson also told everyone they can buy a $20 tee-shirt at the Williston Fire 
Department to help Williston Fire Rescue in its campaign to help local cancer survivors, and local 
folks who are involved in their own fight against cancer. The WFR has been involved in this project for 
several years now. 

 

Students Honored And Encouraged   

 

 
 
Collyns McGowan 
accepts the certificate 
for a free pizza from 
Domino’s. The mayor 
noted this pizza is 
thanks to the work of 
City Clerk Latricia 
Wright who was able to 
secure the gift from the 
pizzeria. 
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Maybree Whitehurst accepts the certificate for a free pizza from Domino’s. 

 
 

 
Mayor Charles Goodman, Maybree Whitehurst (center) and Collyns McGowan are seen 
moments after the presentation, and the girls are holding certificates awarded to them 
for being outstanding students – Students of the Month. 
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     Mayor Goodman provided certificates of recognition and certificates for free pizzas from Domino’s 
to two students of the month. The students also were given pins that showed the City of Williston was 
incorporated in 1897. 
     Williston was founded in 1853 and named after Dr. Jesse M. Willis. He moved from Marion County 
to build a plantation. The city was incorporated as a political subdivision of Levy County in 1897.  
     Florida became a state on March 3, 1845. Levy County was formed one week later on March 10, 
1845. 
     The nominated student from Joyce Bullock Elementary School did not attend that night. 
     Nevertheless, two other honorees were present to accept their awards. 
     Williston Middle High School sixth grader Collyns McGowan, the daughter of Paul & Scarlett 
McGowan, was the first recipient called to the front of the room that night. 
     Nominated by multiple teachers, the mayor, with some adlibbing, read the comments from 
teachers. 
     “Collyns was chosen by multiple teachers for a variety of reasons,” Mayor Goodman said. “She has 
excellent grades, a super positive attitude, and tons of school spirit and most importantly every 
teacher stated that Collyns is always willing to help them or her peers.  It is her willingness to lend a 
hand and help others in need that made her a clear winner for Student of the Month.” 
     From Williston Elementary School, the mayor recognized fifth grader Maybree Whitehurst, the 
daughter of Annie Whitehurst. 
     Nominated by Kathleen Olsen, Whitehurst’s winning traits were noted by her teacher. The mayor 
read the comments, while adding his own adlibbing for interaction with the student. 
     “Maybree takes responsibility for her learning and is committed to doing her very best,” the mayor 
said as he read Olsen’s comments. “She is very trustworthy and can always be counted on. She sets an 
example of excellence in academics, behavior, and citizenship. Maybree has shown these exemplar 
characteristics all three years at Williston Elementary School.  Maybree is an absolute joy to have as a 
student!” 
 

WGA Takes A Moment 
     Withlacoochee Gulf Area (Inglis-Yankeetown) Chamber of Commerce President Leah Gamble 
opened that Chamber’s 2022 Annual Meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of 
silence. This reflects a reminder for Americans that in this country all religions are respected equally, 
as are the choices to practice no religion or even to be anti-religion. 
     President Gamble’s opening of the WGA Chamber Annual Meeting was followed by much more 
and can be seen with the story and photos from that Wednesday night (Oct. 19) event -- slated to be 
published soon on the Business Page. 
 

OTHER NEWS 
     In other news from Williston, Williston Municipal Airport Manager Benton Stegall announced the 
public is welcome to watch an aerobatic practice event by some pilots at the airport. 
     The practice starts at 9 a.m., and people can watch from the areas near to the airport, but not on 
the tarmac or runways. 

 


