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Lions host 52nd Annual Seafood Festival 
Cedar Key draws another huge crowd 

 
Esta Johnston, owner of Cedar Key 
Handprints, displays the official 
Cedar Key Seafood Festival t-shirt. 
Johnston started the business in the 
1970s after her children started 
school. The first day she began 
selling her prints, she sold three in 
one day at $6 each. That was good 
money for sales 50 years ago in 
Cedar Key. 
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Story and Photos 
By Charlene Calvillo, HardisonInk.com Correspondent 
© Oct. 19, 2022 at 9:12 a.m. 
     CEDAR KEY -- The 52nd Annual Cedar Key Seafood Festival held Saturday and Sunday (Oct. 15 
and 16) was a successful event. 

 
 
Susan E. Snyder 
features her book Give 
Frogs a Break. She 
also held a drawing to 
rehome a stuffed toy 
frog. In addition to 
festivals, Snyder 
participates in school 
visits, as well as events 
at libraries, bookstores 
and conferences. 
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Cedar Key Aquaculture 
Association sold $10 clam 
dinners that included steamed 
clams, corn on the cob, red 
potatoes and sausage. The group 
is represented by clammers, 
oystermen and the whole 
working waterfront of Cedar 
Key. Once again, the variety and 
quality of the seafood available 
for purchase at this festival was 
excellent. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the 
leading Lions 
behind the action 
of the annual 
seafood festival 
this year include 
Cedar Key Lions 
Club Stephen 
Rosenthal and 
Cedar Key Lions 
Club Vice 
President George 
Sresovich.  
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Designs Just for You by Tiffany 
Nader had a Halloween display and 
jewelry that was perfect for October. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tony Krysinsky sold prints and original engraved wood paintings during the festival. 
Tony and his wife Jean support Autism research and Canine Companions for 
Independence by donating artwork throughout the year for fundraising events.  
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Artist Lara Wehrli from 
Lake City stands by one of 
her pieces with a shark. 
Her work is done on 
recycled tin and has a 
unique look. She wore a 
tag to inform attendees 
that she is deaf, however 
she reads lips. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Katie Kelly from Gainesville 
stands beside her hand-
painted mermaid art on 
wood. She is a part-time 
artisan, who works fulltime 
in the hospitality industry. 
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Drew Brass discusses his framed 
artwork to a festival attendee. 
Brass uses handcrafted reclaimed 
wood frames to display his pieces. 
He does a traditional Japanese 
style called Gyotaku Art in which 
he paints on fish, covers with rice 
paper, and rubs to create 
impression.  
 
 

 

 

 

     Local non-profit organizations set up as food vendors in the Cedar Key City Park again this year at 
the seafood festival. 
     The park offers a spectacular waterfront view of the Gulf of Mexico with a beach area, a playground 
for children, covered pavilions, and ample shaded areas for guest to listen to live music and dine.  
     Artisans, crafters and other vendors lined Second Street for the opportunity to sell their goods and 
interact with event attendees. The festival’s popularity along with high attendance is attractive to 
sellers, many of whom are repeat vendors.  
     The Cedar Key Lions Club is the event organizer as well as the originator of the Cedar Key Seafood 
Festival. In its 52nd year, this event has been deemed the longest running festival in the State of 
Florida for only allowing local non-profit food vendors.  
     Anna White Hodges, director of the Cedar Key Historical Society Museum and a Cedar Key Lions 
Club member, shared a little history on the festival. Hodges stated the seafood festival was created to 
attract revenue for local businesses and to help local non-profit organizations flourish. The first 
festival menu included fried mullet, swamp cabbage, cheese grits, hush puppies and sweet tea.  
     The intent of the first festival continues today. 
     Lodging around the island for festival is booked in advance and generally has no last-minute 
availability. Restaurants experience high volume throughout the weekend and often sell out of items. 
Just about every nook and cranny around town is utilized for parking.  
     The saying, “It takes a village!” is easily the truth describing the people of Cedar Key when it 
pertains to festivals and events. 
     Individuals of all ages participate in the success for the weekend, and for some a bit of a rest on 
Monday. 
     The 53rd Annual Cedar Key Seafood Festival is planned for Oct. 21 and 22, 2023. 


