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Siegmeister and O'Steen sentenced 

Siegmeister gets 41 months-plus 

O’Steen gets 44 months-plus 

By Jeff M. Hardison Oct. 18, 2022 at 2:12 p.m. 

     JACKSONVILLE -- Former Third Judicial Circuit State Attorney Jeffry Siegmeister was sentenced to a 41-

month federal prison sentence Monday (Oct. 17), according to records. 

     United States District Court Judge Marcia Morales Howard imposed the sentence in federal court in 

Jacksonville. 

      A few hours later, Judge Howard sentenced former Dixie County Attorney M. Michael O'Steen, who was 

indicted with Siegmeister last year, to 44 months behind bars for extorting money from a client. 

     Siegmeister was the elected prosecutor for the seven-county Third Judicial Circuit until 2019, according to 

records. 

     He pled guilty in February to conspiracy, wire fraud and tax charges that carried a statutory potential for up 

to 48 years in prison, according to records. He was sentenced to a bit fewer than five years. He has been in the 

Nassau County Jail for the past 20 months, since he was first indicted and arrested in February of 2021. 

     Siegmeister helped prosecutors in June as they sought to convict attorney O'Steen at trial, according to 

records. 

     O'Steen's extortion charge involved the $60,000 payment he received for a deal as the defense attorney in a 

case Siegmeister was the prosecutor, according to record. This matter related to state criminal charges against 

an Internet café “game-room” operator. 

     As the judge sentenced O'Steen, she said, he crossed a critical legal line by demanding payment for the 

crooked deal he had made with Siegmeister, according to reports. 

     The judge said O'Steen sentence was a few months longer than Siegmeister's, because the ex-prosecutor 

quickly cooperated with law enforcement after he was caught by police in a remote Arizona town. 

     Sentencing guidelines reflect that the former prosecutor would have been sentenced to federal prison for six 

to eight years if he had chosen against cooperating with law enforcement, according to records. 

    Siegmeister's sentence includes a demand that he repay $518,000 that had been diverted from the estate he 

was supposed to protect as guardian and $90,870 owed to the Internal Revenue Service. 

     O'Steen had been told to forfeit the $60,000 received through extortion, already, and Judge Howard 

ordered O’Steen to pay a fine of $45,000, according to records. After the 44-month federal prison sentence, the 

judge ordered O’Steen to serve another three years of controlled supervision, according to records. 


