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O’Steen to be sentenced Monday 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 16 2022 at 9:12 a.m. 
     JACKSONVILLE – Records in the United States Middle District Court, Jacksonville 
Division, regarding the convicted federal felon M. Michael O’Steen now show he is again 
tentatively scheduled  
     O'Steen's case is linked with former Third Judicial Circuit State Attorney Jeffrey 
Siegmeister. In late February, United States Attorney Roger B. Handberg announced 
that  Siegmeister of Live Oak had pleaded guilty to four felonies pursuant to a plea-negotiated 
agreement. 
     Specifically, Siegmeister pleaded guilty to conspiracy to use a facility of commerce for 
unlawful activity -- specifically, bribery and extortion -- conspiracy to commit extortion, wire 
fraud, and filing a false tax return. 
     Siegmeister faces a maximum penalty of 20 years in federal prison for conspiring to commit 
extortion and wire fraud, five years in federal prison for conspiring to use a facility of 
commerce for bribery and extortion, and three years in federal prison for filing a false tax 
return. Siegmeister also agreed to forfeit $518,803.50 and 7,372 shares of The Coca-Cola Co. 
common stock, proceeds he obtained through his commission of the offenses, according to 
records. 
     Former attorney M. Michael O’Steen was prosecuted for crimes he was alleged to have 
committed, in part as a result of the federal investigation of Siegmeister, with whom O’Steen 
was alleged to have committed or conspired to commit certain crimes. 
     O’Steen at one point had been scheduled for sentencing on Oct. 12.  
     On Oct. 13, though, a 30-page Comprehensive Sentencing Mitigation Report was filed to 
help the convicted federal felon plead for mercy from the Court as it rules on what the 
punishment will after a jury convicted the man. 
     That report, as noted was filed Thursday, Oct. 13, and it includes a significant amount of 
information about this defendant. It was provided to the Honorable Marcia Morales Howard, 
United States District Court Judge, who is currently scheduled to sentence O’Steen. 
     The report was composed by Carlos R. Dawson, a sentencing mitigation consultant with The 
Cord Strategies Group of Jacksonville. Dawson is working on behalf of O’Steen and O’Steen’s 
family. 
     The court must impose a sentence that is sufficient but not greater than necessary to comply 
with the statutory purposes of sentencing. Before sentencing, O’Steen via Dawson submitted 
information for the judge to consider to mitigate the sentence away from the maximum 
penalty. 
     On June 16, a federal jury determined after hearing facts and evidence and applying the law, 
that O’Steen was guilty of interfering with commerce by extortion and failing to timely file with 
the United States Internal Revenue Service a Form 8300 -- reporting the receipt of more than 
$10,000 in currency. 
     O’Steen faces a maximum penalty of 25 years in federal prison and may be required to 
forfeit at least $60,000 in proceeds received, according to the federal laws. 
     Dawson noted that O’Steen self-surrendered to the United States Marshal Service on Feb. 
26, 2021. O’Steen has remained free on a $100,000 signature bond since that arrest. 
     As of Oct. 12, O’Steen has complied with the conditions of his release and has completed 
almost eight months of pretrial supervision without incident, Dawson noted in the lengthy 
report. 
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     O’Steen was suspended from his practice of law by the Florida Bar Association after his 
conviction, Dawson noted. This consequence of being convicted of these federal crimes adds to 
the usual penalties suffered after a felony conviction for a federal crime, O’Steen’s 
representative noted. O’Steen had been practicing law for the previous 16 years, Dawson noted, 
and now after this conviction, continuing to serve in that profession is hampered. 
     “Second, Mr. O’Steen has suffered immeasurable reputational harm in a community where 
he previously participated in all phases of civic, community and charitable life in the small 
rural community of Dixie County,” Dawson noted. 
     In his written pleading to the Court, Dawson noted the nature and circumstances of the 
offense for which O’Steen was convicted should be considered for mitigation as well. Dawson 
said the jury acquitted O’Steen of two counts of the crimes he was accused of and that included 
an allegation of conspiracy. The pleading showed relevant law to consider this as a mitigating 
factor during sentencing. 
     The extremely in-depth report includes O’Steen’s life history, his physical health, issues of 
therapeutic concern, as well as O’Steen’s many contributions to the community and to the legal 
profession.  
    The report reminds the court that he is a “first offender.” 
    It even details sentencing alternatives rather than incarceration in a federal prison. 
     The former attorney previously served the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners as 
its counsel, as well as having served the Dixie County School Board as its counsel, and he has 
served many clients in criminal and civil cases, including in a pro bono capacity, which in the 
report reflecting mitigating factors, showed reason to believe O’Steen represented those clients 
equal to the other clients who paid for his legal counsel services. 


