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Annual Williston Peanut Festival 
draws a crowd 

Hit songs, a hoverboard, business galore 
and more offers plenty for adventure 

 
Danny Etheridge of the Williston Rotary Club is seen here. He was among the 
Rotarians helping to conduct the Annual Purple Pinkie Peanut Run. Please read 
about his review of the run as part of the whole story about the festival below. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 16, 2022 at 3:12 p.m. 
(Except One Picture) 
     WILLISTON – “Saturday in the park, I think it was the 15th of October.” 
     No one can remember the opening lyrics to this nonexistent song, but it does make for some 
folks to flashback to Fourth of July events in parks in years gone by, although peanut 
festivalgoers are more inclined to harken back to this event. 
     Meanwhile, the 33rd Annual Central Florida Peanut Festival, also known as The Williston 
Peanut Festival, attracted people from near and far once again on Saturday (Oct. 15). 
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In this one photo, which is the only one not taken by Jeff M. Hardison, but instead 
is provided by Bronson High School Principal Jennifer, the principal is seen at 
the 10th Annual Purple Pinkie Peanut Run. (Thank you, Principal Bray, for 
helping the Rotarians and for sending this picture for publication when requested 
by the daily news website owner.) 
 
     Delayed for two weeks from it was first planned to happen on the first Saturday of October, 
the festival was pushed back as the result of several participants being severely affected by the 
impact of Hurricane Ian on all of Florida a couple of weeks ago. 
     Meanwhile, the Cedar Key Lions Club held its two-day festival on that very same Saturday 
and Sunday. The Cedar Key event, as fate would have it, was not put back by the hurricane’s 
impact. There was a point, however, when the hurricane was projected to hit Cedar Key, and it 
was among the coastal and low-lying areas placed under mandatory evacuation in Levy County 
weeks ago. 
     Nevertheless, peanut lovers who also have a hankering for seafood, were able to visit both 
festivals – one on Saturday and one on Sunday, although it was only Saturday for those 
inclined for the nuts from the vines; whereas it was either day for those wonderful crab cakes 
and the like. 
     Art has weaved into the Cedar Key festival, too. 
     Like the peanut festival in Williston, a relatively new tradition there was delayed by two 
weeks as well. 
     The 10th Annual Purple Pinkie Peanut Run, organized and hosted by the Rotary Club of 
Williston, was again part of the fun of the Central Florida Peanut Festival. 
     This Rotarian fundraising event included a 5K Fun Run or a 1 Mile Walk – and it was open 
to people of all ages.  
     Danny Etheridge, a Williston Rotarian, provided HardisonInk.com with a review of the race, 
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because that event happened too early for at least one journalist to cover. 
     Etheridge said there were about 40 participants. Sponsorship again this year was great, he 
said, and although he did not specifically mention it, the odds are high that an enjoyable time 
was had by all. 
     Proceeds from the run go toward the Rotary Club of Williston’s service projects, Levy 
County Youth programs and the Rotary International Purple Pinkie project, Williston Rotarian 
Deedee McLeod has said. McLeod is among the members of this relatively small but mighty 
group of Rotarians. 
     What about the purple fingers? Racers did not have to have purple pinkies. 
     People in counties where polio vaccinations are administered have their pinky fingers dyed 
purple to show they have been vaccinated against polio. This helps reduce the odds of 
accidently using more vaccine than needed. The purple pinky has come to be among the 
Rotarian symbols in its effort to eradicate polio from the planet, which is a Rotarian 
International project. 
     Williston Rotary’s local youth projects include The RACK – Rotarians Actively Caring for 
Kids- that provides shoes, socks and shoelaces to those in need in Joyce Bullock, Williston 
Elementary and Bronson Elementary Schools throughout the school year, dictionaries for all 
3rd grade students in Williston, Bronson and Yankeetown, the food Back Pack Program that 
sends home non-perishable food items with children in need and Rotary Scholarships to a 
graduating student from Williston and Bronson Middle High to name a few.   
     An additional project initiated by this event - One half of a student’s registration money for 
the 10th Annual PPPR will be donated to the Physical Education department of the student’s 
school.  
     To date, Rotary International and partners have reduced polio cases by 99.9 percent 
worldwide through the mass immunization of children. For as little as $3 worth of vaccine, a 
child can be protected against this crippling disease for life. After an international investment 
from Rotary International, and the successful engagement of over 200 countries and 20 
million volunteers, polio could be the first human disease of the 21st Century to be eradicated. 
     The Rotary Club of Williston, District #6940, Club #73382, meets every Tuesday at 11:45 
a.m. at the First Presbyterian Church. The meeting starts with socializing and includes lunch. 
 

The Festival 

    More than just many different peanuts, and peanut-based products, are found at the annual 
peanut festival. 
    There were plenty of business interests and charitable organizations again this year. People 
were selling art, crafts, all sorts of peanut products, other delicious festival-types of foods and 
drinks, honey, homemade dresses, jewelry, and the whole spectrum of other products. 
     Financial institutions, charitable organizations, school groups, civic groups and even 
political groups were present. The broad spectrum of possible goods and services available at 
the event were, once again, relatively extraordinary. 
     People from across Florida and from all over the United States, and even from some 
countries other than the United States, went to Williston to enjoy the festival. One lady from 
Texas who is involved with the United States Navy was grateful to learn about a daily news 
website that is free and visible across the globe, so that she can see more about the very festival 
she attended on Saturday. 
     There was a man who was promoting Chinese performing artists as well as information 
about that country before it became the largest communist political entity on Earth. 
     The photos and captions below reflect some of the expansive number of opportunities for 
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fun, kindness, fellowship and other aspects that happened in Heritage Park in Williston on 
Saturday. 
     One tent that included people who were not selling goods or services but were there for 
hands-on immediate help was utilized for a baby diaper-changing area. That was hosted by the 
Levy County Prevention Coalition and Cornerstone Church of Williston. 
     The range of different people was relatively wide, One man at the event said he prefers what 
Russian tyrant Vlad Putin espouses rather than what leaders in Washington, D.C., say in 
regard to governing the nation. He endorsed the idea of Florida seceding from the United 
States, as he sold certain flags at the festival. 

 
Butch Batts and The SouthBound Band performed at the festival, with shows 
scheduled at 9:30 a.m., noon and just before 2 p.m. Joining the lead singer are 
lead guitarist Jeff Million, bass guitarist Duke Halonski and Chris Hollinshead on 
drums. The group plays a variety of songs. Two original pieces are seeing 
significant traffic on YouTube, Spotify, Apple Music and other venues. Those 
songs are Girl Like That and Don’t Tell Me Tonight. 

 
 

 

 
Kris Renn, a server of 
icy deliciousness, is in 
the Kona Ice trailer 
ready to sell treats to 
festivalgoers. 
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Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones rides a hoverboard for the 
first time in her life at the peanut festival. Tracy Alderman of Chiefland let her 
ride on his board. A renowned journalist was offered a chance to try the device, 
but he declined noting that his bones seem to break more easily now than when 
he was younger. 
 

Tracy Alderman 
(right) stands with 
his wife Martha. 
The couple from 
Chiefland have been 
married 40 years. 
Martha Alderman 
was selling dresses 
that she made. She 
brought 595 dress 
for sale to the 
festival, and within 
the first 15 minutes 
she had sold two. 
Levy County 
Supervisor of 
Elections Tammy 
Jones bought one of 
those two dresses – 

with a Florida Gator theme – for her 2-year-old (almost 3) granddaughter. 
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Laura Schultz of Morriston is seen in the Dixie Fixin’ Dips food trailer that made 
its first appearance at the peanut festival. Last year, she was selling the dips in a 
less comfortable method. 
 

 
This is a closer view of Laura Schultz of Morriston in the Dixie Fixin’ Dips food 
trailer. She has been selling these dips for almost 20 years. While she was in 
Williston on Saturday, her husband was selling Dixie Fixin’ Dips in Cedar Key at 
the Seafood Festival. 
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Crystal Lara, an information specialist in the office of Levy County Supervisor of 
Elections Tammy Jones, holds a sample ballot for the Nov. 8 General Election. 
The front side shows candidates and the back side shows three state 
constitutional amendments. 
 

 
This is a view of some of the early members of a giant crowd that walked on the 
sidewalk during the festival. Among the folks seen here are some from P&L 
Financial Services Inc. of Gainesville. 
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Some members of the Williston Elementary School’s fifth graders who are in the 
Safety Patrol are seen with their sponsor – Annalise Curry (who is standing 
behind them). The patrollers are (from left) Clara Dickens, Shiloh Barker, Jacob 
Whitehurst and Averie Hall. They were selling tickets for a person to win a cooler 
filled with mugs, hats, beach towels, a BBQ set and more, with an estimated value 
of $600. This is part of the fundraising efforts by this set of safety patrol members 
to help pay for them to go to Washington, D.C., during the summer of 2023. 
 

GRILLED PBJ SANDWICHES 

 
A group effort results in providing at least 500 free, grilled peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches. Above is Andy Robinson, a farmer and owner who grows crops on 
2,400 acres just south of Williston at Robinson Farm. While normally a farmer, 
here he is serving as a volunteer PBJ Sandwich Griller. 
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Tyron Spearman, who is president at Spearman Marketing, which was founded in 
1986 in Tifton, Georgia, knows the benefits of peanuts. Seen here, he is once 
again – representing. He sings a song for folks on occasion, as is shown in a 2021 
clip filmed by HardisonInk.com. 

 

The song goes like this: 

Pachyderms and people are particularly partial to peanuts – peanuts! 
Presidents, poets, the plain and the pretty pick peanuts – peanuts! 
No matter the mood; for fun or for food, for snacks or even for lunch, 
Portable, pleasing, popular, protein-packed – peanuts!  
America’s favorite munch! Go Williston 

 

To see and hear Tyron Spearman sing his peanut song from the 2021 peanut festival in 
Williston, click HERE. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INMZQcknMcg
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John Gray, known 
about town for his 
leadership in running 
Williston Peanuts, 
again volunteers to be 
a PBJ Sandwich 
Griller, which in 
festival time is an 
extremely vital duty. 
These sandwiches are 
a big part of the draw 
to the fest. 
 

 

 

 
 
Brooke Ellzey Willis and her mom Mary Ellzey volunteer to be among the people 
prepping the peanut butter and apple jelly sandwiches for the volunteer grillers 
and servers to provide to the people. By the way, Brooke’s husband Assistant 
Williston Fire Chief Jimmy Willis Jr. was a few tents away being among the 
representatives of Williston Fire Rescue. (His picture and others are in the 2021 
story with photos, which is in the archived link at the bottom of this story.) 
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Peanuts are sold at the festival. 
 

 
Tasha Gaskins of Gaskins Honey sells honey. She is among the vendors at the 
festival. She and her husband Josh Gaskins keep bees and sell local honey from 
those bees of Lake City (Columbia County) – the buzzing, honey-making 
pollinators. 
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Kelby Osteen (left) is an EMT with Levy County Fire Rescue and Gabrielle Douglas 
is a Paramedic with Levy County Fire Rescue. This group that helps people by 
responding to fires and taking them to the hospitals, because Levy County has no 
hospital, is also known as the Levy County Department of Public Safety. Osteen 
and Douglas shared information about this county government agency, and they 
gave away small fire helmets to children, and other they gave away other trinkets 
to passersby. They also tried to recruit new firefighters and medical personnel to 
the agency. 
 
 
Maureen Mailla is 
part of the team at 
Manatee Insurance 
Solutions, based in 
Chiefland. Linda 
Hagan is the agent 
for this company, 
which is among the 
insurance companies 
at the festival. 
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Cross City Mayor 
Kenneth ‘Tank’ Lee 
(center) stands with 
Solar Bear solar 
specialists Julian 
McDonald and Chris 
Barrow. The Solar 
Bear team installs 
solar panels that 
provide 
electricity created 
from sunshine. This 
group was among the 
vendors of that 
service at the festival. 
The mayor happened 
to see a journalist he 
knows who was 

shooting the breeze with the solar specialists and he agreed to the photo 
opportunity. It’s all about the serendipity of festival fun. 
 

 
Susan Howell hugs Sue Ellen Goodman after having not seen each other for some 
time. Goodman was among the people helping share information about the city’s 
upcoming new animal shelter.’ 
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Helping people learn about the Williston Community Animal Shelter Inc. are 
(from left) Cathy Robinson, Renee Nipper, Sue Ellen Goodman and Williston 
Mayor Charles Goodman. This will be a no-kill shelter for stray dogs and cats 
found in Williston and the surrounding area. 
 

 
UF/IFAS Levy Extension Master Gardner Volunteers (from left) Lisa Posteraro, 
Jim Posteraro and Mary Gibbins helped people learn about plants and more to 
the festival. 
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Sherry Screws (left) and Emmarae Blackburn are seen as they represent 
Drummond Community Bank a division of Seacoast Bank. Seacoast Bank is 
anticipated to be more visible as the name on the bank by March of 2023. 
 
To see the 2021 story, photos and videos from that previous peanut festival, click HERE. 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2021/10/10-2-21-peanut-festival-is-fun-1.pdf

