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Hot Dixie County Chamber news 
Dixie County Chamber meeting  
filled with information 

 
Dixie County 
Chamber of 
Commerce Co-
President 
Andrew Rains 
opens the Dixie 
County Chamber 
of Commerce 
meeting on 
Thursday (Oct. 
13) as Co-
President 
Melanie 
Anderson looks 
out at the 
audience. 
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     CROSS CITY – The regular monthly meeting of the Dixie County Chamber of 
Commerce was jampacked with information Thursday afternoon (Oct. 13). 
     Held in the conference and dining area of the Dixie County Public Library, 16328 S.E. 
U.S. Highway 19 in Cross City (adjacent to the Subway sandwich shop), the meeting was 
led by Chamber Co-President Andrew Rains. 
     Also present from the Chamber leadership were Co-President Melanie Anderson, 
Chamber Treasurer Debbie Dembo and others. 
     As for the topics, there was one of the three candidates who is seeking to be the next 
Dixie County Commissioner for District 2; there was a report of a visit to Alabama where 
people learned about growth without losing a small town identity; there was a keynote 
speaker telling about homeowners’ insurance woes; and there was a Peanut Challenge 
update, as well as mention of upcoming events in Dixie County. 
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'Big Jeff' 
promises full 
commitment 

 
Jaffry ‘Big Jeff’ 
Crawl tells reasons 
to elect him. After 
the luncheon Crawl 
told 
HardisonInk.com 
that he is so 
committed to 
serving the public as 
a county 
commissioner, he 
will make that his 
full-time job. 
 
     Dr. Linda Stoddard, a veterinarian who owns Shamrock Veterinary Clinic, brought a 
guest who is seeking election to the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners. 
     Jaffry “Big Jeff” Crawl is the Democrat who seeks election to the Dixie County 
Commission District 2 seat currently occupied by County Commissioner W.C. Mills. 
     During his few minutes of an introduction during the Chamber meeting, Crawl said 
he feels Dixie County needs jobs, but not those that will negatively impact the 
environment. 
     Crawl said Dixie County is growing right now. He spoke with Dixie County Building 
Official Leon Wright, who told Crawl he is providing 200 building permits a month to 
people seeking to build in Dixie County. 
     Crawl said he believes it is important to have county leaders to help Dixie County 
grow in a proper manner. One industry he would like to see increase in Dixie County is 
fishing, including with restaurants that serve fish cooked in some way other than just 
fried. 
     The other two candidates qualified in that race set for Nov. 8 are Daniel Wood III, a 
Republican, and Kenneth Tuten, a write-in candidate. 
     That is the only Dixie County race that has not been decided already. 
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Dixie 
County 
reps gain 
growth 
insight 
from 
Alabama 

 
Carol West tells 
the Chamber 
about a trip she 
took as one 
member of a 12-
person group 
that went to a 

town in Alabama to learn about how that municipality maintained its small-
town appeal while creating hundreds of  jobs for its residents. 
 
     People involved with economic development from Dixie, Levy and Gilchrist counties 
went to Thomasville, Alabama, in September, where they met with Mayor Sheldon Day. 
     Day has served as Mayor of the City of Thomasville from 1996 and still serves in that 
role. 
     West spoke about some of the things the group from the Tri-County Area learned in 
September during their trip to Alabama. 
     The city has three major mills, she said. One mines a copper-like material. That one is 
owned by an interest in China, West said. It employs 360 people, she said, from a two- 
to three-county area. 
     One mill is an OSB mill, West said. Oriented strand board (OSB) is a type of 
engineered wood similar to particle board, formed by adding adhesives and then 
compressing layers of wood strands (flakes) in specific orientations. There are 200-plus 
people employed at that mill, she added. 
     The third mill uses “real wood” for the creation of flooring that has something other 
than “real wood” as the top layer. This mill also employs about 300 people, West said. 
     Therefore, many people in the town say they work for “the mill” but there are really at 
least three mills there. 
      West said the host city was very gracious in accommodating the 12-member 
economic development visitors from the Tri-County Area. 
     Nature Coast Business Development Council (Levy County) Executive Director David 
Osteen led the group. 
     West told the Chamber members and guests present that night that while some 
people may want to keep Dixie County exactly as it is, there is no way to stop change. 
Growth is going to happen in Dixie County. 
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     An old school in Thomasville has been changed into a civic center, she said, and it can 
host a Broadway play. 
     Drinking water is a critical concern in Lawrenceville, West said. The water there is 
terrible and drinking water has to be brought in from the Alabama River, some 40 miles 
away. 
     On a positive note, the town has natural gas. Profits from those sales of this resource, 
which is owned by a cooperative, West said, are used for the betterment of the town’s 
continued economic development. 
     The city has seen significant improvement in health facilities and recreational 
facilities as it has diversified business interests based to a significant degree on the 
timber industry. West mentioned trucking and truck maintenance are among the 
satellite business interests from the mills. 
 

Housing 
insurance 
woes 
aired 

 
Dixie County 
Chamber of 
Commerce Co-
President 
Andrew Rains 
hold a poster as 
she speaks to 
the Chamber 

members about residential insurance. He works for Nature Coast 
Insurance, which is part of Drummond Community Bank, which is a 
division of Seacoast Bank. He gave an exceedingly long and enlightening 
presentation. Nature Coast Insurance provided the lunch part of this 
month’s luncheon meeting. It consisted of Subway sandwiches, cookies and 
soft drinks and water. 
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Peanut 
Challenge 
progresses 

 
Anne Hodges 
speaks about the 
Peanut Butter 
Challenge that is 
active now. It 
goes from Oct. 1 
through Oct. 31. 
Hodges, who is 
highly active in 
the Dixie County 
Rotary Club, said 
the University of 
Florida’s 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences is providing this event to help 
bring peanut butter to help hungry people who are financially strapped. 
Contact a Dixie County Rotarian or the Dixie County Extension Office for 
more information about how to donate new, unopened jars of peanut 
butter. 
 
     In 2021, more than 45,000 pounds of peanut butter were sent to local food banks 
throughout Florida following the 2021 Peanut Butter Challenge, an effort led by the 
Cooperative Extension offices of the University of Florida’s Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences UF/IFAS, and Florida A&M University (FAMU) in partnership 
with local organizations. 
     The 2021 champion, Levy County, amassed an impressive 7,120 pounds alone. 
Madison County came in at a close second at 6,807 pounds. 
     The Peanut Butter Challenge is an annual jar collection for local food pantries that 
started in the Florida Panhandle counties in 2012. Just as peanut butter, chunky, 
smooth and all other types is spread, this challenge is again spreading statewide this 
year. 
     All unopened, unexpired peanut butter jars of any size can be donated at any of the 67 
Florida counties’ Extension offices from Oct. 1 through Halloween, Oct. 31. 
     Coordinated by UF/IFAS Extension faculty, staff and volunteers, the competition 
among counties – for bragging rights only – was conceived as a way to feed hungry 
families ahead of the holidays in addition to promoting a Florida-grown crop. 
     In addition to the community donations, the Florida Peanut Producers Association 
(FPPA) and the Florida Peanut Federation (FPF) have partnered with the project for 
several years. These organizations are based in the northwest and northeast peanut-
producing regions of the state and again are scheduled to contribute to the totals 
distributed to food pantries in those regions.  


