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Chiefland’s water future discussed 

City agrees to buy street sign from FDOT 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 14, 2022 at 4:12 p.m. 

     CHIEFLAND – It was a night of discovery on 2022 Columbus Day in Chiefland.     While proving the Earth 

was a globe rather than being a flat tabletop structure was partly thanks to Columbus, the discoveries from 

Monday night were more localized. 

     The regular twice-monthly meeting Monday night (Oct. 10) included several actions and information, 

including the city hearing about the potential for capitalization from its freshwater wellfield area to the 

approval of a $1,500 street sign purchase. 

     As he began speaking with them, Suwannee River Water Management Deputy District Director of Business 

and Community Services Tim Alexander mentioned to the City Commission members that he appreciates what 

they must do to be elected and then to serve the public.  

     Alexander mentioned that in addition to his job at the SRWMD, he has been an elected member of the Dixie 

County School Board for 22 years. 

     Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones had been speaking with Alexander, the SRWMD department director said, 

about water resources and what the city can do with them. 

     The City of Chiefland and the SRWMD bought land for wellhead protection years ago, Alexander said.  

     As the future unfolds, Alexander said, the city has opportunities to capitalize on that wellfield. Mentioning 

that he is not the most astute regarding certain technical aspects of wellfields, he let another professional 

address some points in that regard. 

     Joining Alexander from the SRWMD was Chief Professional Engineer Leroy Marshall of the SRWMD Office 

of Agriculture and Environmental Projects. 

     Alexander said his first priority of the night was to extend to the city a “hand of assistance” from the water 

management district to see what the city plans and what assistance it may need from the SRWMD as the 

municipal government moves forward. 

     Vice Mayor Robert Norman “Norm” Weaver asked Alexander about who is responsible for the 

infrastructure, for instance, if the city piping its water to another place other than Chiefland. 

     Alexander said that when he was the Dixie County manager, he represented Dixie County on the Nature 

Coast Regional Water Authority (with its office in the City of Fanning Springs) as the representative for Dixie 

County. The Nature Coast Regional Water Authority was initiated by the Gilchrist County School Board, the 

Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners, and cities. It was expanded to include the City of Fanning 

Springs, Cross City, Dixie County, and Levy County, although the seven cities other than Fanning Springs in 

Levy County are not part of this water authority. 

     In regard to the infrastructure from the water authority to Old Town, the water authority owns the 

infrastructure, Alexander explained as he answered Weaver’s question. 

     The City of Fanning Springs, Alexander said, provides the water, sets the rates and performs the billing and 

collections to the customers in Old Town. 

     “I’m not here to try to sell you on the (water) authority,” Alexander said. “Let me make that very clear.” 

     Previous Chiefland City Commission members have voted against being part of the Nature Coast Regional 

(or Rural) Water Authority 

     Alexander said he mentioned this because that is why the SRWMD bought the additional 155 acres in the 

wellfield, where the City of Chiefland owns the other 33 acres. 

     However, the future unfolds at the wellfield property, Alexander said the SRWMD wants the City of 

Chiefland to have a voice on what it wants to see in regard to how things are done there. 

     Weaver then asked if the City of Chiefland asked the Nature Coast Regional Water Authority to pipe water to 
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some city, then the water authority owns the pipeline and the City of Chiefland decides the water rates and 

collects from the bills. 

     Weaver then asked if the City of Chiefland for some reason wanted to cut off the supply of water to that 

unnamed city, could Chiefland do so? 

     Alexander said that depends. 

     Water is a resource governed by the state, Alexander said. The SRWMD’s duty is to permit the use of water 

in this district based on the most beneficial and reasonable public use – and to protect the consumers who have 

established water uses, Alexander said. 

     Before the city leaders enter into any agreement, they need to consider what is possible.  

     Alexander mentioned for instance that not only might the city leaders want to be able to cut off a city that is 

a customer, but Chiefland may want to create some redundancy to assure the people of Chiefland will have 

water if something should occur to endanger that water supply. 

     SRWMD Chief Professional Engineer Marshall then spoke abut grants that go through the water 

management district office to help municipalities with water issues. 

     The SRWMD is accepting ideas of proposals for water projects from cities or communities, Marshall said.  

     The district staff takes the ideas for projects and collaborates with the applicant to bring the project to a 

point where the SRWMD thinks the project can be funded through grants, Marshall said. It starts with an idea, 

he said. The project need not be drafted to the point that it is shovel-ready, he added. 

     Marshall became the Chief Professional Engineer of the SRWMD Office of Agriculture and Environmental 

Projects in July of 2021, he said. Since then, he continued, he has seen six grants that had application deadlines 

within weeks, and the district was unable to complete the process because it lacked sufficient time to apply. 

     Chiefland, and other parts of the district are urged to help the SRWMD be ready to apply for grants by 

providing the district with ideas, which can be formulated into actionable applications for grants. 

     The SRWMD includes all or part of in a 15-county region in North Central Florida. Chiefland is within the 

district. 

    The bottom line from the lengthy conversation is that Alexander told the city that the water management 

district is available to help the city obtain funding for water projects. 

     Alexander said the regional projects are looked upon more favorably by funding resources in contrast with 

city projects. 

     Another way the SRWMD can help Chiefland, Alexander said, is by providing a feasibility study if the city 

sees a potential market for its water service. 

Sign Purchase 

     The Chiefland City Commission on Monday night (Oct. 10) voted to pay $1,500 to a contractor – 

Summerville Electric – to install a sign that will be made by the Florida Department of Transportation to go on 

the hurricane-resistant bar that holds up a stoplight at the intersection of U.S. Highway 19 (also known as Main 

Street) and Park Avenue (also known as {Dr.} Martin Luther King {Jr.} Road). 

     The funding will come from the Streets Fund, City Manager Laura Cain said. 

     The new sign will designate Park Avenue where it crosses U.S. Highway 19 (aka Main Street) as being named 

for Dr. King as well as maintaining its primary name of Park Avenue. 

     The city leaders have had some conversations with members of the Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force 

during the regular twice-monthly meetings about which throughfare to name after Dr. Martin Luther King 

(Jan. 15, 1929- April 4, 1968), a renowned civil rights leader who was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee. 

     After all of the previous discussion, the city leaders chose to just let the Levy County government put a sign 

up to name Park Avenue, east and west of U.S. 19, to be “a.k.a. Martin Luther King Rd.” 

     These smaller signs on three of the 15 or so of those particular intersections in Chiefland do not show the 

actual name of the man for whom many byways are named to memorialize and honor throughout the United 

States of America. 
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     In another matter related to the late honorable reverend Dr. King, Heather Shepherd, who said she is the 

vice chairman of the Levy County Chapter of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Committee, was 

granted approval of her request related to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Gala. 

     The 2023 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Gala is scheduled for Jan. 7, 2023, from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. in the 

Tommy Usher Community Center, which historically has been known also as the Pineland Community Center. 

     The Tommy Usher Community Center is located at 506 S.W. Fourth Ave. (State Road 345) in Chiefland. 

     The city granted Shepherd’s request, too, for the 2023 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Walk in Chiefland, on Jan. 

16, 2023 – starting at 12 p.m. (high noon). 

     The walk is set to happen from Chiefland Middle High School to Trail Head Park on U.S. 19. The city granted 

permission for the annual walk. 

     Before and after the walk, there is an annual celebration at the endpoint of the walk – a park. 

     The celebration is set to be from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Jan. 16, 2023, in Trail Head Park in Chiefland. January 

16, 2023, is the Monday national holiday set aside to honor the late Dr. King. 

     Shepherd mistakenly called Trail Head Park, “Depot Park,” which is on the east side of Main Street (U.S. 19), 

and that park is the location of the historic Chiefland Train Depot, when she sought permission from the city 

government for the walk and for the celebration event. 

     The 2023 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Walk scheduled to be in Chiefland, will end as noted at Trail Head 

Park, located on Main Street (U.S. Highway 19) on the west side, north of Southwest Third Avenue to 

Southwest Park Avenue (more or less with some commercial development on the west side of U.S. 19). 

Other Actions 

     The city agreed to close certain roads around First United Methodist Church of Chiefland for the church’s 

Trunk-Or-Treat event slated for 5 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 29. 

     Amy Fike, the church secretary asked for the traditional roads to be closed starting at 5 p.m., and the City 

Commission agreed. 

      First United Methodist Church of Chiefland is hosting its annual Trunk-or-Treat event. Everyone is 

welcome to come in costume to visit the various vehicles that will be decorated, and people will be giving out 

candy. The program is in the area near the C. Doyle McCall Pavilion. The church is located at 707 N. U.S. 

Highway 19 (also known as Main Street) in Chiefland. 

     The elected leaders of one of Levy County’s eight municipalities took other actions during Columbus Day 

2022, too. 

     While no “Student of the Month” was provided by Chiefland Elementary School to the city leaders to honor, 

there were two from Chiefland Middle High School. One of those two was in the Hardy R. Dean Sr. Municipal 

Building (also known as Chiefland City Hall) on the night of Columbus Day 2022 to accept the recognition they 

earned. 

     Both students were honored by the presenter of the night – Chiefland City Commissioner Lewrissa “Rissa” 

Johns -- reading into the record comments from the student’s teacher. 

     Sammylyn Cannon, a sixth grade student at Chiefland Middle High School was honored by Commissioner 

Johns reading comments from the sixth grade teachers about this student. 

     Jaiden Jones, a twelfth grader at Chiefland Middle High School was present to hear the comments, as well as 

to accept the certificate awarded.     


