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Faked photo noted for media 

 
This is a picture of one side of a two-sided ‘mailer’ sent recently by the Florida 
House Republican Campaign Committee. The picture of Brandon Peters shaking 
hands with Joe Biden was created by superimposing Peters’ face on another 
man’s body. Peters sent this picture of the ‘mailer’ to media outlets to help people 
know it was faked. Republican candidate for Florida House District 22 Chuck 
Clemons approved the ad from the political action committee, although he 
reportedly told an Alachua County media entity that he did not check the veracity 
of the Florida House Republican Campaign Committee’s photo. Peters also sent a 
picture of the other side of the ‘mailer,’ which shows Clemons’ statements about 
Clemons’ positive impact for the state when he was representing people in 
Florida House District 21, before the recent redistricting. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 12, 2022 at 8:12 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – The Florida House Republican Campaign Committee used the United 
States Postal Service to send mail with a faked photograph as part of a political advertisement. 
     The “mailer” sent by this Republican political group shows Brandon Peters of Williston 
(Levy County), the Democrat running for Florida House of Representatives District 22, in a 
picture where he is shaking hands with United States President Joe Biden. 
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     Peters never met Biden, much less shook hands with him, even though this ad shows that in 
the picture that has been altered significantly. 
     On the reverse side of this ad urging people to vote for Chuck Clemons of Newberry 
(Alachua County), the Republican running for Florida House of Representatives District 22, 
the document notes this paid political advertisement is paid for by the Florida House 
Republican Campaign Committee of Tallahassee and is “Approved by Chuck Clemons, Tom 
Leek and Webster Barnaby, Republicans for State Representative.” 
     Democrat John Clifford Navarra of Daytona Beach (Volusia County) is running against Leek 
in District 28 of the Florida House of Representatives, according to the Florida Secretary of 
State, Division of Elections. 
     Democrat Rick Karl of Deltona (Volusia County) is running against Barnaby in District 29 of 
the Florida House of Representatives, according to the Florida Secretary of State, Division of 
Elections. 
     Candidate Peters said this type of ad may be seen as reflexive of the men who approved it, 
with Clemons being specifically named on the mailer as having approved the photo, where a 
picture of Peters’ face is superimposed on another person. 
     "This is a Photoshopped picture of me shaking hands with Joe Biden,” Peters said. “I've 
never actually met Joe Biden. If my opponent is willing to lie to the voters about this, what else 
is he lying about? Toll roads perhaps? 
     “This is a perfect example of why people hate politicians,” Peters said. “I'm running because 
the people of House District 22 deserve better. When someone shows you who they are, you'd 
best believe them. Honesty still matters in America." 
     As for the notation by this Republican-driven committee, Peters intimated that Clemons 
either endorses using faked photos, or this group that is striving to get Clemons elected is not 
monitored by that candidate. 
     “Now, either that disclaimer statement is also a misrepresentation to the general public, in 
which event my opponent - as a senior leader within the House Majority Caucus - is doing a 
terrible job overseeing the activities of the Florida House Republican Campaign Committee,” 
Peters said, “or the disclaimer statement is true, and Mr. Clemons approved the use of a 
deceptive communication to the voters. Now, there are a whole lot of voters who want to know 
which of those properly describes this situation my opponent finds himself in. The people 
deserve to know." 
     Clemons told an Alachua County based web publication that he did not question the validity 
of the photograph when he approved the ad. 
     As for the rest of the Republican attack ad, it asserts that Peters wants to be a politician; that 
he is somehow making President Biden proud; and that by electing Peters, this will open the 
borders, cause inflation and create a scene where men are allowed to compete in women-only 
sports. 
     Peters and Clemons are seeking election as representatives in the Florida House of 
Representatives. Whichever of them is elected will not somehow empower either of them with 
legislative authority over the federal government. The Florida House of Representatives does 
not have power over immigration law, or how much currency is printed by the United States 
Department of the Treasury. 
     As for whether boys who identify themselves as being girls should be allowed to play in girls’ 
sports, the Republican-dominated Florida legislature passed the “Fairness in Women’s Sports 
Act” in 2021, and Gov. Ron DeSantis signed the bill. 
     This issue remains with the states, as part of states’ rights regarding public education. 
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     Peters has not said how he would vote on the question of boys who see themselves as girls, 
or girls who see themselves as boys, being allowed or being prohibited from participating in 
school sports traditionally for only boys or only girls -- if the question came again for a vote in 
the Florida House of Representatives. 
     As for President Biden being Peters’ “Boss,” that fails the test of reality, just as former 
president Donald Trump is not the “Boss” of Clemons, who is currently the state representative 
for District 21. 
     Clemons lives in Newberry area and is therefore running for election in District 22 of the 
redistricted maps for people in the state House who represent the people of Levy County, 
Gilchrist County and part of Alachua County. 
     Peters lives in the Williston area of Levy County. 
     Elections are decided by the people who take the time to cast their ballot in secret. Some are 
swayed by fake photos. Hence, the need to publish this story about the choice to publish a 
blatantly faked picture. 
     The faked photo adds to the attempt in that ad by that committee to distort the actual power 
and reality of a person elected to be a state representative in Florida. 
     Repeated calls to the Florida House Republican Campaign Committee resulted in no answer 
to the question of why it sent a significantly altered picture. A woman answered the telephone 
at 850-212-0226, which is the telephone number listed for that political action committee, the 
first time. She said she would relay the question about the committee superimposing a picture 
on a different picture to a person. She said there would be a response. There was none. 
     That question was never answered. A second call to the telephone number listed by the 
committee, which is not answered as if it is for that committee, provided an opportunity to 
leave a voice message with the same question, and it was never answered. 

 


