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Hunter’s Moon shines 
Pre-Hunter’s Moon shot includes Jupiter 

 
This big orange Moon is seen above a field next to Levy County Road 347 on 
Sunday night (Oct. 9). 
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     LEVY COUNTY – At about 7:30 p.m. Sunday (Oct. 9), the Full Hunter’s Moon rose 
in the east and was captured by photographers near to and far from the Tri-County Area 
of Levy County, Dixie County and Gilchrist County. 

 
Now 
appearing a bit 
more yellow 
than orange on 
the spectrum 
of visible light, 
the Full 
Hunter’s Moon 
of Oct. 9 is 
seen higher 
above the 
horizon over a 
tree in a field. 
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In the two 
pictures to the 
right,  
the Full 
Hunter’s Moon 
is seen above 
the Central 
Florida Electric 
substation near 
the 
intersection of 
State Road 345 
and Levy 
County Road 
347, near a 
convenience 
store at that 
intersection. 
Two Photos By 
Sharon Hardison 
All Rights 
Reserved 
 
     Locally, it 
appeared orange 
and big as it rose, 
seeming to 
become lighter 
toward the yellow 
end of the visible 
light spectrum, 
and then the 
Moon shone 
brightly white as 
it was seen higher 
in the sky. It 
continued as it 
does, being the 
giant satellite of 
Earth and it 
reflected the sunlight as a shiny white orb in the sky eventually reaching moon-down on 
Monday morning (Oct. 10). 
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     Some motorists heading eastbound on Levy County Road 347 early Sunday night, 
pulled to the side of the road to observe the event. Some of them took pictures with cell 
phones and at least one motorist and his wife used a full-fledged single-purpose actual 
camera. 
     The night before, the lunar show in the sky included another bright object for one 
sky-watcher at least, although a meteorologist in St. Petersburg noted the lights in the 
sky Saturday night, too. 
 

 
This view of the Moon’s surface is what is seen from the unrecorded 
subdivision known as Jemlands in Levy County on Saturday night (Oct. 8), 
when the almost full Moon had reached a point to appear more white than 
orange or yellow. 
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In the lower left of this picture, the almost Full Hunter’s Moon of October 
2022 is seen at the same time that the planet Jupiter is observed and 
photographed in the upper right corner of this picture. Ancient 
astronomers called the planets ‘wandering stars’ because they were seen 
moving across different constellations rather than seeming to cross the sky 
like part of one dark blanket with particular holes where light from beyond 
shone through in a regular pattern. 
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Needles the Community Cat of Jemlands stands near his human friend as 
he remains on the lookout for field mice or other creatures that may startle 
a certain photographer on a particular night. 
 

 
Needles the Community Cat of Jemlands turns around on request for an 
over-the-shoulder male cat model shot on Saturday night. Needles is a 
relatively feral cat who has been somewhat rescued from the rougher 
lifestyle of a full feral feline. 
 
     The almost Full Hunter’s Moon of October 2022 shone brightly Saturday night (Oct. 
9) as it was seen from The Ink Pad in the unrecorded subdivision known as Jemlands in 
part of the unincorporated area of Levy County between Chiefland and Cedar Key. 
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     Intrepid, illustrious and prolific publisher Jeff M. Hardison stepped outside of The 
Code Orange Office, which takes up about 15 percent of the building next to a huge 
hayfield to the south of the structure. 
     Looking into the southeastern after darkness at some point that night, the 
photographer saw the Moon and the planet Jupiter. Saturn and a zillion starts were 
visible, but not in the same frame. 
     “I didn’t need to venture into my neighbor’s hayfield on Saturday night,” Hardison 
said. “As anticipated, my outdoor feral cat friend Needles the Community Cat of 
Jemlands approached me.” 
     The total full Moon was set to show up Sunday night (Oct. 9). Getting the picture of 
the Moon with Jupiter was possible Saturday night. Needles was thusly named, by the 
way, because he blends in with the pine needles. He has an uncanny ability to disappear 
like the Cheshire Cat in Alice in Wonderland. 
     The journalist said there have been moments when he was looking for nighttime 
rocket launches, and the like, when the Community Cat of Jemlands surprised him by 
rubbing on his lower leg. 
     The Full Hunter’s Moon gets its name from the fact that it once signaled a time to 
hunt in preparation for the coming winter, according to a writer for Space.com. 
     The Hunter's Moon is the first full moon to follow the Harvest Moon -- which fell on 
Sept. 10 this year. The Harvest Moon itself is the first full moon after the autumnal 
equinox that signals the start of fall in the northern hemisphere, according to an article 
in Space.com. 

 


