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Tobacco Free Dixie County 
visits the Chamber of Commerce 
Fiberoptic Internet service is coming 

 
Chamber Co-President Melanie Anderson (left) and Chamber Secretary 
Tina Keen are seen just before the start of the meeting. 
 
Story and Photos  
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 8, 2022 at 10:12 p.m.  
     CROSS CITY – Members and guests of the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce on 

Thursday afternoon (Sept. 8) 
learned about the Tobacco Free 
Partnership of Dixie County, as 
well as enjoyed the many other 
aspects of the regular monthly 
Chamber of Commerce meeting. 

 
Dixie County Chamber Co-
President Melanie Anderson, 
who has been the tobacco 
prevention specialist for Dixie 
County since 2009, lets 
people know that tobacco use 
causes illness and death. 
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     Senior Chamber of Commerce Co-President Andrew Rains was absent, due to him 
being needed that afternoon at a different meeting. Nonetheless, Dixie County Chamber 
Co-President Melanie Anderson led the meeting with grace and style. 
     Not only did President Anderson lead the meeting, but she provided the informative 
program as the keynote speaker. Anderson also gave everyone an opportunity to enjoy a 
wonderful noon meal that Tobacco Free Dixie County provided for this luncheon 
meeting at the Dixie County Public Library’s conference, kitchen and dining room in 
Cross City.

Everyone who is interested in the Tobacco Free Partnership 
of Dixie County is invited to to the next meeting, which is 
Friday, Sept. 16, at 12 p.m. at Dixie County High School. This 
is for adults and youth. People who join the partnership can 
volunteer for some or all of the many opportunities to help 
in this effort.

     Chamber Treasurer Debbie Dembo was absent, too, however the monthly financial 
report she provided was unanimously accepted by a positive vote. Her husband Terry 
Dembo provided information about the Chamber’s flag program to honor veterans. 
     There are now 485 American flags placed next to U.S. Highway 19 for periods around 
Veterans Day and Memorial Day.  
     Terry Dembo’s report was especially helpful to the Chamber’s newest member – Jesse 
Sampley, co-founder of the advertising company named Meridian Pursuit. 
     There must have been 30 people in the room, despite the first part of the day being 
rainy. 
 
 
 

 

The delicious 
cupcakes are seen 
with a fall theme, 
before being eaten. 
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A table full of food awaits Dixie County Chamber of Commerce members 
and guests. 
 
     Diners enjoyed chicken salad, buffalo chicken dip with tortilla chips, tossed salad, 
celery, croissants, fall-themed cupcakes with thick and delicious icing, and assorted soft 
drinks. 
     Thanks to the work of Chamber Secretary Tina Keen, not only did the attendees see 
and approve a wonderfully written set of minutes from the previous meeting, but she 
sent email reminders to members about the meeting. 
     Anderson helped listeners learn about the prevention aspect of the Tobacco Free 
Partnership. She shared the health hazards from smoking. Among the many, many facts 
she shared was that lung cancer – directly connected to smoking – kills more women 
than breast cancer. 
     Death from people using tobacco is the most preventable health problem in America. 
In Florida alone, Anderson said, 88 people die each day from tobacco-caused illness, 
such as lung cancer, and many other forms of cancer. 
     Not only does smoking tobacco kill people, Anderson said, but the use of chewing 
tobacco increases their odds significantly for cancer of the mouth, esophagus and 
pancreas. 
     Also, people who use “e-cigarettes” and “vape” are no inhaling harmless water vapor. 
Those heated water particles contain nicotine, which is addictive, and other chemicals. 
     With vaping, the dose of nicotine is stronger than cigarettes, cigars, cigarillos or dip 
or chew. Since nicotine is an addictive drug and since drug addicts need more and more 
of a drug to which they become enslaved, they need more and more vaped nicotine for 
the same effect. 
     Anderson, who is the tobacco prevention specialist for Dixie County, spoke about the 
wonderful work of Dixie County’s Students Working Against Tobacco for its part in the 
program to prevent people from starting the use of tobacco. She has been the tobacco 
prevention specialist in Dixie County since 2009. 
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     For people who want to quit, they can contact the Agency for Health Education 
Consortium at https://ahectobacco.com/. 
      She invited people of all ages to attend the Tobacco Free Partnership of Dixie County. 
The group meets quarterly at Dixie County High School. This adult and youth group 
meets to discuss methods to help prevent tobacco use in Dixie County. 
     Everyone who is interested in the Tobacco Free Partnership of Dixie County is invited 
to next meeting is Friday, Sept. 16, at 12 p.m. at Dixie County High School.  
 

Fiberoptic Internet service is coming 
     Dixie County Chamber of Commerce member John Cherry, who is a member services 
representative with Central Florida Electric Cooperative (CFEC), told the people about 
the fiberoptic service coming to the CFEC service area, which includes all of Dixie 
County. 
     In addition to the information in this Aug. 18 story, photos and video first published 
in HardisonInk.com, which can be seen by clicking HERE, Cherry said installation of 
fiber is anticipated to start in March of 2023 with the first service provided in April 
2023. 
     Other rural electric cooperatives in North Central Florida are starting the same 
programs. 
     CFEC representatives are visiting area chambers of commerce, Rotary Clubs, county 
and municipal governments to help bring even more people into awareness about the 
upcoming offer of high-speed affordable Internet service to the CFEC service area. 
 

Other News 
     There is a peanut butter challenge planned in October. More information is 
anticipated as being forthcoming. 
     There is a turkey trot fundraiser planned in November to help restore and renew 
Cross City, as well as to decorate for Christmas. More information is anticipated to be 
forthcoming. 
     CareerSource Florida Crown had a good group of representatives at the Chamber 
meeting. It has programs for youth and adults, where it connects employers with 
employees. 
     There is a car show currently planned to be at the Putnam Lodge on Oct. 19 
     The Suwanee (Community) Chamber of Commerce has a BBQ competition set for 
Oct. 22. 


