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County Commission works into the night 

 
The exterior of the Levy County Government Center in Bronson on Tuesday 
night (Sept. 6) after 8 p.m. shows the moon as a white dot near the flagpole. 
Meanwhile, inside, the County Commission was taking care of county 
government business. 
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     BRONSON – The four members of the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners worked from 5:15 p.m. and into the night Tuesday (Sept. 7) as they took 
care of budget matters, policy matters and authorized a letter to Gov. Ron DeSantis. 
     Those elected official putting in the time in their public meeting that evening and into 
the night are County Commission Chairman Rock Meeks and commissioners Matt 
Brooks, John Meeks and Lilly Rooks. 
     Among the most actions of some interest from the perspective of all property 
taxpayers in Levy County was that the special assessments for fire, ambulance and 
garbage services remained the same as the previous year. 
     It was an evening full of public hearings and action. 
     Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum found a 4-0 vote of approval for the taxpayers 
of Levy County to foot the hospital bills of inmates to the tune of $197,000. County 
Commissioner Brooks and County Commissioner John Meeks have tried for years to 
have the Florida Legislature take some of the burden off counties for medical bills for 
inmates. 
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The view looking from the back of the auditorium toward the stage, where 
the Levy County Commission members sit, shows commissioners on stage 
and they are (from left)  
Lilly Rooks, Rock Meeks, John Meeks and Matt Brooks. The vacant seat is 
in memoriam to the late District 3 Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner 
(Oct. 3, 1950-Aug. 4, 2021). 
 
     They have not succeeded yet, and small counties like Levy County are hit even more 
significantly than bigger counties like Pinellas County.  
     On another needed expense for the Levy County Jail, the County Commission by a 4-
0 vote approved the purchase of $203,877 for air-conditioner replacement – with the 
work to be completed by HVAC Concepts. 
     On another of the many matters completed by the County Commission, the Chiefland 
Police Department will see a letter of support from the County Commission to approve 
$37,400 of the Federal Fiscal Year 2021 Edward Byrne Memorial JAG Program Funds. 
     The Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) program is the leading 
source of federal justice funding to state and local jurisdictions. The JAG Program 
provides states, tribes, and local governments with critical funding necessary to support 
a range of program areas including law enforcement, prosecution, indigent defense, 
courts, crime prevention and education, corrections and community corrections, drug 
treatment and enforcement, planning, evaluation, technology improvement, and crime 
victim and witness initiatives and mental health programs and related law enforcement 
and corrections programs, including behavioral programs and crisis intervention teams. 
     There are three municipal law enforcement agencies in Levy County – Cedar Key 
Police Department, Chiefland Police Department and Williston Police Department. The 
Inglis Town Commission dissolved that city’s police department and now pays the Levy 
County Sheriff’s Office for a level of service beyond what it provides to the whole 
unincorporated area of Levy County. 
     Another matter of interest to all the people in Levy County is the 4-0 vote to send two 
letters to Florida Gov. DeSantis for the immediate appointment of Levy County Property 
Appraiser Jason Whistler and District 3 Levy County Commissioner Desiree Mills. 
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Without that action, Mills will have to wait until November and Whistler will have to 
wait until January. 
     Both candidates won their races, which were special races. 
     Whistler was elected to fill the vacancy when the honorable Levy County Property 
Appraiser Osborn Gray “Oz” Barker (Dec. 24, 1964-Aug. 29, 2021) passed away while 
serving in that elected office. 
     Mills was elected to fill the vacancy when the honorable District 3 Levy County 
Commissioner Mike Joyner (Oct. 3, 1950-Aug. 4, 2021) passed away while serving in 
that elected office. 
     The governor chose against appointing people to those vacancies and the people 
voted for candidates who qualified and ran. Now, the governor is being asked to appoint 
those two winners to the posts they earned by seeking election and being chosen by the 
voters. 
     There was more news relevant to Levy County elections from this long meeting 
Tuesday night in Bronson. 
     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones was granted her request for the 
appointment of a substitute member to serve on the canvassing board for the 2022 
General Election slated for Nov. 8. The County Commission appointed Commissioner 
Brooks to that post. 
     Some people in Levy County who tried to listen to the meeting via telephone found 
there are benefits to living in non-rural areas, including phone service. During some of 
the very same moments when the City of Williston provided a live view (with video as 
well as audio) of its night meeting Tuesday, via YouTube, the Levy County Board of 
County Commissioners provided a lower degree of access via telephone connections. 
     Two of the other eight municipalities in Levy County provide live coverage of their 
meetings via YouTube -- Williston and Cedar Key. 
     The Dixie County Board of County Commissioners offer a telephonic connection 
where listeners can speak during certain parts of that meeting. 
     The Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners does not have teleconference 
opportunities for the general public to even listen to its meetings when they happen. 

 


