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Tree service improves The Ink Pad  

Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 5, 2022 at 6:12 p.m. 
     JEMLANDS – A & J Tree Service sent four workers to The Ink Pad on Friday (Sept. 
2) to cut down an 80-foot tall, young, longleaf pine tree and to trim an older 60-foot tall 
longleaf pine. 

In this series of 
three clips, the 
first clip shows 
one of the 
branches of an oak 
tree that had to be 
trimmed to let the 
pine tree fall. The 
second clip is the 
top 40 feet of the 
40-foot pine 
falling. In the 
third clip, all four 
men are working 
on the project. 
This 46 seconds of 
video captures 

some parts of the hours of work where four men succeeded in taking down 
a tall pine and trimming a different pine tree of its dead branches. Click 
on PHOTO to see video. 
 
 
 

 

Robert Dicus is in 
the bucket of boom 
that goes 60 feet into 
the air. Here, he is 
preparing to trim 
away oak branches 
that would be in the 
way if left as they 
were when the top of 
the pine tree falls. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFOc95gdHMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFOc95gdHMI
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Robert Dicus is in the bucket of boom as his son Jordan Dicus operates a 
Kubota SVL75-2 Track Skid Steer, and Jason Lee and Mike Ahrens perform 
jobs in tandem as four men work as a team. 
 

 
Jordan Dicus uses a Kubota SVL75-2 Track Skid Steer to move tree limbs 
that are on the ground. 
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Robert Dicus prepares to cut the tall pine so that the top half falls to the 
ground. 
 

 
Jordan Dicus starts cutting on what will be the second point for the tall pine 
to fall. Jason Lee shows his coworker a method to complete that cut. 
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Mike Ahrens (left) and Jordan Dicus use chainsaws to reduce the length of 
logs for moving. 
 

 
Jason Lee clears the rope while Robert Dicus attaches the other end for the 
second pull to bring down the tree. The large pine with a bigger rope 
around it near Lee is the one that is to be trimmed. 
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Robert Dicus attaches a rope near the top of the second half of the pine tree 
so that it can be pulled in the direction it is intended to fall. 
 

 
Jordan Dicus uses the chainsaw to remove dead branches from the tall, 
thick longleaf pine at The Ink Pad. 
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     Robert Dicus set the plan, which was excellently completed all the way through yard 
debris removal. 
     Joining him on the team were his son Jordan Dicus, Jason Lee and Mike Ahrens. 
     A big boom truck, a Kubota SVL75-2 Track Skid Steer (with the front-end attachment 
for grabbing big bunches of wood), several chainsaws, at least one pole saw and a lot of 
very strong rope were used in the project that took a few hours. 
     “I felt a slight bit of remorse with the removal of the tree,” Jeff M. Hardison said. “I 
felt it needed to go because it was skinny and if it fell in one direction it would take out 
the powerline and potentially damage our neighbors’ property across the street.” 
     Removing giant dead branches from the older huge longleaf pine was another safety 
measure, because if one of those dropped on a person or a vehicle, it would cause 
significant damage. 
     Hardison said he was extremely pleased with the work completed by the four men. 

 


