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     LEVY COUNTY – A 63-year-old woman died late Saturday afternoon (Sept. 3) after being 

hit from behind by a car, the Florida Highway Patrol said. The female bicyclist from Gainesville 

(Alachua County) was traveling eastbound on State Road 24 near Southwest Third Street, in the 

Town of Otter Creek, according to information in a press release from FHP Lt. P. Riordan based 

on a preliminary report from crash investigator FHP Trooper J. McConnell and homicide 

investigator FHP Cpl. C. Sollazzo. 

     She was riding a black in color bicycle at 4:40 a.m. on Sept. 3, the FHP said. There was no 

notation in the press release as to whether there were lights on the bicycle. She was not wearing 

a helmet, the FHP said. Next-of-kin were notified before the press release was sent, the FHP 

said. 

     A 2013 BMW sedan, driven by a 31-year-old man from High Springs (Alachua County) also 

was eastbound on SR 24, the FHP said. 

     The car's front hit the rear of the bicycle, the FHP said, causing the rider to be ejected. The 

bicycle rider came to final rest on the southern shoulder of State Road 24, where she was 

pronounced dead at the scene, the FHP said. 

     As of May of 2020, the Florida Highway Patrol stopped providing names of people and some 

other information from crashes as part of its press releases. 

     Prior to May of 2020, the FHP formerly provided that information via those public records in 

its press releases. 

     The FHP and some other law enforcement agencies in Florida are abiding by a version of 

something known as “Marcy’s Law” of California, which is allegedly used to protect victims of 

crimes. The Florida version of “Marcy’s Law” was adopted after Florida voters chose to change 

the Florida Constitution to exempt more public records from view. 

     Although not every vehicle crash involves crime victims, which may have been the legislative 

intent of the Florida version of “Marcy’s Law” approved by voters, the FHP adopted its current 

blanket exclusion of some information as part of its process in sending press releases. 

     Although the FHP adopted this new practice, not every law enforcement agency has done so. 

     For instance, the Chiefland Police Department, the St. Petersburg Police Department and the 

Ocala Police Department all have provided crash information in press releases or traffic crash 

reports, except when there is an actual victim of a crime, as demonstrated in the reports 

provided to the press since the onset of the FHP’s revision in its press release practices in May of 

2020. 
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