
HardisonInk.com 
DCES leader 
to retire 
New water & 
sewer 
manager 

County 
finance dust 
settles 
Duane Cannon 
gets results 

 
 

DCES Chief Darian Brown speaks to the County Commission on Sept. 1. 
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     CROSS CITY – As usual, there was a lot of activity at the Thursday (Sept. 1) twice-monthly 
meeting of the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners. 

At least 30 minutes 
before the start of the 
meeting on Sept. 1, 
Scott Pendarvis, the 
Dixie County 9-1-1 
Communications 
Director as well as the 
IT Director for Dixie 
County, sets up the 
projector and 
computer system to let 
everyone watch a 
presentation about the 
success of the Storm 
Water Task Force, 
which was shown by 
David Capo. Pendarvis 
reported in the regular 

meeting that he is seeing success in implementing telephone service that will connect 
through the fiberoptic Internet system now used by many Dixie County offices. 
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Dixie County Emergency Services Division Chief of Emergency Management Scott 
Garner is seen moments before the beginning of the regular meeting Tuesday. Garner 
is the DCES division chief who assures the county is prepared for disasters, such as 
floods and hurricanes. He not only prepares for disasters, but his part of DCES helps 
people respond and recover from disasters, just as emergency management divisions in 
all 67 counties of Florida serve the people in that regard. 
 

 
County Commissioner Jody Stephenson (left) and County Administrator Duane 
Cannon and County Attorney Chana Watson are seen during action at the regular 
meeting. 
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(from left) County Clerk Barbie Higginbotham, County Commissioner James Valentine 
and County Commissioner Mark Hatch are seen during action at the regular meeting. 
 

 
County Commissioner Mark Hatch (left) and County Commission Chairman Jamie 
Storey are seen during the meeting where the five men on the County Commission 
accomplished all that was put before them that day. Later on Thursday afternoon, the 
County Commission conducted a workshop to discuss the current practice of renting 
dumpsters and whether that venture should continue, and if so, how it may be 
modified. 
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Three of the many people who help the Dixie County government provide services to 
the residents and visitors of Dixie County are seen during the regular meeting. They are 
(from left) Deputy Clerk Della Rhymes for the County Commission; Administrative 
Assistant Martha McCaskill from the Dixie County Manager’s Office; and Dixie County 
Emergency Services Division Chief of Fire Service Operations Roy Bass. 
 
     Even beyond the six public hearings and the presentation about drainage improvements, the five 
men who comprise the Dixie County Commission moved government operations along with their 
motions, seconds and votes. 
     As Dixie County Emergency Services (DCES) Chief Darian Brown gave his reports to county 
commissioners and received approval from them for his requests, he mentioned in passing that he 
plans to retire in some number of months. 
     As the director of DCES, Chief Brown leads DCES division chiefs -- Division Chief of Fire Service 
Operations Roy Bass; Division Chief of Emergency Management Scott Garner; and Division Chief of 
Emergency Medical Services Matt Ferguson. 
     DCES Public Information Officer (Firefighter-Paramedic) Lt. Mandy Lemmermen serves the 
department by working with the various media. Jimmy Golden, Fire Investigator II and Fire Safety 
Inspector II, is another of the many significant member of the DCES team who help Dixie County’s 
residents and visitors under Chief Brown’s leadership. 
     Between now and whenever he retires, though, Chief Brown continues serving the residents and 
visitors of Dixie County as the DCES leader, where he and the members of that group of lifesaving 
public servants have met every demand as best as humanly possible. 
     On Thursday, three resolutions Chief Brown showed to the Dixie County Commission all received 
unanimous approval. 
     ● Melissa Sumrall was designated as Dixie County’s authorized Medicaid signer for DCES. 
     ● Chief Darian Brown, until he retires, was designated as the grant official for DCES. The county 
has a $7 million grant from the State of Florida to build new fire stations; and there are other grants 
that help DCES. 
     ● Melissa Sumrall was designated as the DCES emergency medical billing coordinator. 
     During the meeting, listeners were reminded again that the giant cardboard check shown in a 
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photo previously published in HardisonInk.com and held by Gov. Ron DeSantis is not one that was 
taken to a bank for hard, cold cash. 
     That check symbolizes action by the Florida Legislature that survived a line-item veto from the 
governor for the intent to have state taxpayers fund certain Dixie County infrastructure improvements 
such as building fire stations, clearing drainage ditches and the like. 
     In other news provided by Chief Brown, the process for the county to learn its new ISO rating is 
happening. The ISO rating determines insurance rates for property owners – commercial and 
residential. 
 
Steve Copeland, the 
recently appointed 
manager of 
Suwannee Water 
and Sewer, is seen 
here speaking to the 
County Commission 
on Sept. 1. Copeland 
said one of the first 
things he has 
instituted 
preventative 
maintenance. 
 
 
 

 

Dixie County Clerk 
Barbie Higginbotham 
leads the office that is 
responsible for civil and 
criminal Dixie County 
Court records, civil and 
criminal Third Judicial 
Circuit Court records 
related to Dixie County, 
as well as records for 
the Dixie County Board 
of County 
Commissioners, as well 
as having to be the 
comptroller for the 
Dixie County 
Commission. 
 



HardisonInk.com 
Dixie County government finances are untangling 
     Thursday morning (Sept. 1) brought some happy news for people who like normalcy in 
bookkeeping. 
     The $26 annual million budget for the County Commission in the current fiscal year (Oct. 1, 2021-
Sept. 30) is at the point where the fiscal year is 92 precent done, and figures show the Dixie County in 
relatively good financial shape. 
     Dixie County Clerk Barbie Higginbotham accepted her duties when she was elected, and she has 
untangled and unraveled a lot of records as well as having dealt with issues of non-recording from a 
previous county clerk. 

 
Jacki Johnson (left), director 
of finance for the Dixie County 
Commission in Dixie County 
Clerk Barbie Higginbotham’s 
office, is among the staff who 
have helped settle the dust 
from before. Johnson 
provided the County 
Commission on Thursday 
morning with a brief synopsis 
of the fiscal year information 
to-date as well as preparing 
them for the upcoming report 
of the audit from the previous 
fiscal year. 
 

 
Duane Cannon gets results 
     Dixie County Manager Duane Cannon continues seeing a relatively high degree of success in 
helping the residents and visitors of Dixie County to enjoy the best and the most public services 
available from the county government. 
     During Cannon’s specified part of the meeting alone, the County Commission unanimously granted 
the following requests from Cannon: 
     ● Approval to execute the FDOT Bridge Delivery and Design Alternatives for Dixie County Road 
357 over Shired Creek, and over CR 357 over California Swamp bridges. 
     ● Void the contract for DDD Construction and Site Work LLC for the Dixie County Cross City Flood 
Management Improvements at Ruth Rains Middle School due to bid bond issues. 
     ● Readvertise for Dixie County Cross City Flood Management Improvements at Ruth Rains Middle 
School. 
     ● Approve the coming fiscal year (Oct. 1, 2022-Sept. 30, 2023) Dixie County employee holiday 
schedule. 
     ● Approve Locklear & Associates as the engineering firm for the oversight of the DEP Dixie County 
Airport & Prison Flood Abatement Grant.  
     ● Approve the task order for Locklear & Associates to institute the engineering firm actions for the 
DEP Dixie County Airport & Prison Flood Abatement Grant. 
     ● Accept the annual report from the Suwannee River Economic Council in regard to the Dixie 
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County State Housing Initiative Partnership (SHIP) relative to the stated fiscal year and interim fiscal 
year, given the state’s fiscal year is July 1 through June 30, and the county fiscal year is Oct. 1 through 
Sept. 30. The SHIP program is a significant aid to low-income people owning their own homes, and to 
the financing of that as well as to restoring some residential structures and the financing of that. 
     ● Approve the amendment to the Airport Canal System Project, Phase One, between Dixie County 
and Blue Rok Inc. to add a Long Reach Excavator at the hourly rate of $310 for the required 
equipment portion of the contract based on the Storm Water Task Force’ recommendation. 
     ● Approve Dixie County Tax Collector Michelle F. Cannon designating a spot on the new parking 
lot – to the east of the Dixie County Courthouse – for administering the driving part required for 
individuals to obtain a Florida driver's license. 
     The county administrator also provided the County Commission member with several 
informational items. 


