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Crash at 'Dead Man's Curve' 

shows no death or injuries 

 
A Levy County Fire Rescue (Department of Public Safety) ambulance is seen 

through a car window as a vehicle passes the crash on Saturday. Seen in the 

rearview mirror in this picture is the smashed front end of the gray-colored four-

door Lexus sedan that was involved in the crash. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 26, 2022 at 3:12 p.m. 

     LEVY COUNTY – A crash at a curve known locally as “Dead Man’s Curve” showed no death 

or injuries Saturday morning (Sept. 24), according to information in a Florida Highway Patrol 

press release. 

 

 
A 2012 Dodge Caravan van used for rural delivery of mail is seen on the side of the 

road after the crash.  
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A Chiefland 

Fire Rescue 

squad truck 

shows the CFR 

providing a 

first responder 

in the area 

beyond the city 

limits, where 

this group of 

professionals 

help residents 

and visitors 

when the need 

exists. The 

CFR 

responders are quick to arrive to see if there is a need. Quick is a relative term 

because the service area for CFR, like the other geographical parts of Levy County 

is relatively large. 

 

 

A uniformed 

member of the 

Levy County 

Sheriff’s Office 

directs traffic 

around a very 

hazardous crash 

site with vehicles 

coming around a 

blind curve in a 

34 mph zone. His 

face is blurry here 

due to the speed 

of the vehicle 

where the 

photographer is 

going around the 

curve when the 

shutter snapped, 

combined with 

the shutter speed 

and f-stop used to 

capture the 

image. 
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          A firefighting and first responder unit from Chiefland Fire Rescue, an ambulance from the 

Levy County Department of Public Safety (Levy County Fire Rescue), at least one deputy from 

the Levy County Sheriff’s Office as well as crash investigator FHP Trooper Shane Taylor 

responded. 

     The most anticipated way a crash could happen at the intersection of State Road 345 and 

Northwest 100th Street, south of Chiefland, is by a southbound vehicle going too fast as another 

vehicle enters 100th Street or as a vehicle leaving 100th Street crashes into a vehicle the driver 

did not notice on SR 345. 

     This crash happened in a different manner, according to the FHP report. 

     On Sept. 24, at 9:40 a.m. a 2003 Lexus sedan was being driven by a 32-year-old woman from 

the City of Alachua (which is in Alachua County), the FHP said. Two girls, 10 years old and one 

year old, aged both, also from Alachua, were in the car as passengers, the FHP said. They were 

all wearing seatbelts or were in a child-restraint seat, the FHP said. 

     The Lexus was southbound (which would be like going from Chiefland to Cedar Key) on SR 

345, the FHP said. 

     A 2012 Dodge Caravan van, driven by a 60-year-old Chiefland woman, van also was 

southbound on SR 345, the FHP said. That driver was wearing her seatbelt, too, the FHP said. 

     The driver of the Lexus. drove off the roadway went onto the western grassy shoulder in 

preparation to make a U-Turn, the FHP said. 

     When the driver of the car reentered the roadway, the front of the Lexus hit the right front of 

the Caravan, when the two vehicles were near the centerline of the roadway, the FHP said. 

     The driver of the Lexus sedan was cited for making an improper turn, the FHP said. 


