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Coalition provides 
Friday Night Done Right in Levy County 

 
Levy County Prevention Coalition Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Lewis (left) and 
Chairman Crystal Seley agree to a photo opportunity just before the start of the 
quarterly luncheon meeting Friday afternoon (Sept. 23). 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 24, 2022 at 5:12 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – The Friday afternoon (Sept. 23) meeting of the Levy County Prevention Coalition 
(LCPC) showed the Friday Night Done Right – Natural High Campaigns is offering opportunities for 
many Levy County students to enjoy high school football games. 
     The fall quarterly meeting of the general body of the LCPC included plenty of information about the 
success from the summer program, the fall activities and reports from partners with the LCPC. 
     Members and guests had an opportunity to enjoy a tasty lunch as well. Ham, macaroni and cheese, 
green beans, rolls and drinks were available. 
     LCPC Chairman Crystal Seley, Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Lewis, Secretary Brett 
Beauchamp, Treasurer and Founder Robert Wells were all present for the meeting.  
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Part of the buffet setup for the 
luncheon shows it includes another wonderful set 
of food on the menu. 
There were drinks available as well. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Levy County 
Prevention Coalition 
Treasurer and 
Founder Robert Wells 
has other titles as 
well. He is the 
executive director of 
the Gilchrist 
Prevention Coalition. 
Perhaps, the most 
important title he 
holds is ‘Man of 
Faith.’ Wells and 
LCPC Chief Operating 
Officer Jonathan 
Lewis are among the few community leaders in Levy County who started this 
organization long ago. 
 
 

Friday Night Done Right – Natural High Campaigns 
     Before speaking about Friday Night Done Right, Chief Operating Officer Lewis gave details to show 
all nine schools in Levy County having levels of service in the Achieve Enrichment Programs from the 
LCPC by the end of October. 
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     This fall, Lewis said the school system has pumped up its football, cheerleading and band 
programs. 
     For football games at Chiefland, Bronson and Williston, the LCPC is giving away tickets to students 
who are selected by the schools to go to the football games for free. The coalition reimburses the 
schools for the tickets that are used on those Friday nights’ home varsity football games. 
     “We’re also taking groups of kids to away games,” Lewis said. “Last Friday (Sept. 15) we took a little 
bit over 20 kids to the Chiefland-Dixie county game.” 
     At the end of October, some Bronson students will be taken to an away game, he said. 
     During the regular football season, Lewis said the LCPC anticipates giving away a couple of 
hundred tickets to students to attend the home football games. 
     If a Levy County football team qualifies in the playoffs of the Florida High School Athletic 
Association, then the LCPC intends to take Levy County students to all of the playoff games, Lewis 
said. 
     The LCPC is active in all home games of the Williston Red Devils, Lewis said. The Friday Night 
Done Right – Natural High program, Lewis said, helps the youth stay tobacco-free, alcohol-free and 
drug-free as they participate in activities on Friday nights. 
     Lewis conceded to a potential revision in the away-game program. By taking Chiefland students to 
the Dixie County game, the adult escorts found the children know each other in the two counties and 
there was an inclination for the visitors to mingle with the hosting team. 
     While socialization with neighboring counties is great, it presents a logistical challenge when 
transporting and assuring safety for a whole group of students. The better plan might be for taking 
students to away games, where they are not familiar with the other students. 
     When the group is taken to a place like Pahokee, they all stay on the visitors’ side, Lewis said. 
     In contrast, the Chiefland students wandered over to the Dixie County audience side of the field, 
because they knew everyone. 
     This presented some tense moments for Lewis as he was concerned about any untoward comments 
being made while the Chiefland students visited with friends on the Dixie County side of the field. 
     The visitors from Chiefland represented the school well, Lewis said, and there were no issues.          
 

Summer Program 
     LCPC Chief Operating Officer Lewis said all nine Levy County Schools participated in the 2022 
Summer Program – Achieve Summer Camp 2022. 
     This year’ program was big, he said. It lasted from June 6 through July 8. More than 700 students 
participated, including 415 elementary students, and 293 middle school and high school students. 
     They went on five field trips. The 158 Levy County School Board employees who worked in the 
program received more than $503,000 in pay. 
     There were zero children lost or injured during the program. 
     LCPC Youth Development Coordinator Sarah-Michelle Swartz spoke about the program that lasted 
five weeks. 
     Among the important accomplishments academically was credit retrieval for middle school and 
high school students, Swartz said.  
     From an academic perspective for the elementary school students, she said, the first week centered 
around the theme of ocean habitats. Students learned about various marine animals, the different 
levels of habitats in the oceans and coral reefs. The first week wrapped up with a field trip to the 
Florida Aquarium in Tampa. 
     On the second week, the theme was rainforest habitats. Lessons included this environment in 
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South America. Students had an opportunity to learn about the various animals and plants found only 
in the rainforest, and its hot, humid climate. Students took a virtual field trip to the Amazon 
Rainforest and created rainforest dioramas. Week two ended with a field trip to the Lowery Park Zoo 
in Tampa. 
     Students learned about the desert environment during week three of summer camp. They learned 
about furry and scaled creatures, as well as the hearty plants that can thrive in a desert. Week three 
ended with a day of water-oriented activities at WES. Students also were given a tour of the Williston 
Fire Department and Williston firefighters provided a special water demonstration. 
     The fourth week of camp involved learning about space as an environment. Students learned about 
life for astronauts aboard the International Space Station. The day campers also participated in a 
project-based learning activity, where they explored the planets of the solar system. They designed 
their own space station colonies on one of the planets. The week of space exploration wrapped up with 
a trip to the Kennedy Space Center in Brevard County. 
     The fifth week of summer camp through the LCPC included learning about Savannah habitats in 
Africa. Students learned about animals that live there and how they adapt to their environments. 
Student went on a virtual safari as they pretended they were researching animals for a science 
magazine. Since this concluded summer camp, the students were rewarded with a field trip to 
Disney’s Magic Kingdom Park in Orlando. 
     When asked if there was a limit to how many students could participate, Chief Operating Officer 
Lewis said that while there is a technical top number of students who can partake of the program, the 
LCPC has never had to turn away a child from registering for summer camp so far. 
     Lewis said the LCPC staff members primarily coordinate activities and support the Levy County 
School District staff members at each school to make the summer camps work. 
 

Reports From 
Partners With The 
LCPC 
 
Gwen Love of CDS Family 
& Behavioral Health 
Services and Suwannee 
River Area Health 
Education Center (AHEC) 
Tobacco Treatment 
Specialist Kenetta Sutton-
Wilson are seen at one of 
the tables during the 
meeting. They are among 
the partners who are 
working with the Levy 

County Prevention Coalition to make this coalition successful in its missions. 
 
     Gwen Love of CDS Family & Behavioral Health Services mentioned that Lisa Campbell and Nancy 
Leech-Gartrell plan to be active in the Red Ribbon Week activities in Levy County from Oct. 24 
through Oct. 28, as is the LCPC. 
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     Love mentioned the LCPC has been instrumental in helping CDS keep its Too Good For Drugs 
Program going in the fall this year. The LCPC has been especially helpful due to Love having a staff 
person needing to be absent due to medical leave. 
 

 
Levy County Undersheriff Beauchamp shares some relatively unpleasant news about 
students being violent with school district staff and what this can mean for those 
students’ reputations after they are arrested for performing a violent act in violation of 
Florida law. 
 
     Levy County Undersheriff Beauchamp, who is the secretary for the LCPC, said he enjoyed the pre-
meeting activity of “hide the meeting” on Friday. Beauchamp, Love and the lone journalist who has 
covered the LCPC for 16 years all thought the meeting was going to be in a room other than WES 
Room 407, where it had to be moved due to other plans at the elementary school related to 
Halloween. 
     In other information the undersheriff mentioned, he said he was sad to report there have been 
instances of students demonstrating violent actions against Levy County School District staff 
members. 
     Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum and Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart 
have agreed, Beauchamp said, on having a very low tolerance or no tolerance for that behavior, which 
can lead to the arrest of the suspected perpetrator of a violent act. 
     Sheriff McCallum is an honorary board member of the LCPC, and Superintendent Cowart is co-
chairman of the LCPC with Chairman Seley. They both were unable to attend the Sept. 23 meeting. 
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Suwannee River Area Health 
Education Center (AHEC) 
Tobacco Treatment Specialist 
Kenetta Sutton-Wilson speaks 
about programs AHEC has to 
help people stop using tobacco. 
 
 

     Another contributor to the 
program on Sept. 23 was Suwannee 
River Area Health Education Center 
(AHEC) Tobacco Treatment 
Specialist Kenetta Sutton-Wilson. 
     Students in Levy County are 
becoming addicted to nicotine, 
Sutton-Wilson said. 
     She said AHEC is modifying its 
programs to orient them more 
toward young people now, especially 

in an effort to teach them about the inherent dangers from smoking tobacco, chewing tobacco and 
vaping. 
     “Kids know that vaping is as bad as smoking,” Sutton-Wilson said, “but they are so hooked 
(addicted) that they can’t stop.” 
     This has become so bad in schools, Sutton-Wilson said, that some students are “renting” vape 
machines.  
     “It’s like $5 a puff,” said. “So, everybody’s mouth is on this one vape.” 
     The Suwannee River AHEC is seeing terrible behavior by young people, she said. One girl told 
Sutton-Wilson that she was unable to enter the restroom because a group of students were in there 
vaping, and they had locked the door. 
     “It’s just getting so bad with the kids,” Sutton-Wilson said. “Their brains are not fully developed. 
So, they can’t understand how horrible it is for them. And they are so addicted, that they (can’t quit). 
So, now we are trying to figure out a way to reach them to have them understand how bad it is for 
them.” 
     She shared information about Zoom events for learning to quit using tobacco. Those are on Oct. 1 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.; Oct. 9 from 2 to 4 p.m.; Oct. 10 from 12 to 2 p.m.; and Oct. 18 from 9 to 11 
a.m. 
     There is a one-time group meeting in the Williston Public Library from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Sutton-
Wilson said teenagers are welcome to the in-person meetings to learn about quitting by AHEC cannot 
give them nicotine gum, or patches to help them quit using tobacco. 
     There is a Suwannee River AHEC meeting set for the Tri-County Community Resource Center in 
Chiefland on Oct. 13 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. Pre-registration is required. Call 352-507-4000 to pre-
register for that meeting to quit using tobacco. 

 


