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New city manager says 
first week was very exciting 
Williston monthly 
financial report looks good 

 
Williston Interim City 
Manager Terry 
Bovaird is seen in his 
post at the dais 
Tuesday night (Sept. 
20) during his first 
Williston City Council 
meeting where he was 
there in a position 
than his former title 
as deputy police chief. 
Unlike the times when 
now-retired Police 
Chief Dennis Strow 
sat in as interim city 
manager, Bovaird said he has no qualms about continuing in this job after 
the interim period goes by the wayside. Meanwhile, Police Chief Mike Rolls 
told HardisonInk.com before the start of the meeting on Tuesday that the 
WPD is continuing to serve the residents and visitors of Williston very well, 
despite having the vacancy for a deputy police chief right now. 
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     WILLISTON – Some folks know that a couple of Australian broadcast news 
reporters in London failed to recognize the new prime minister of England during part 
of the funeral for Queen Elizabeth II (April 21, 1926-Sept. 8, 2022). 
     That faux paus happened on Sept. 18 or Sept. 19. 
     Liz Truss officially became Britain's new prime minister on Sept. 6 after Boris 
Johnson formally resigned to Queen Elizabeth II. The government in Great Britain is 
different than in America, by the way. 
     In the meantime, at the regular twice-monthly Williston City Council meeting on 
Tuesday night (Sept. 20), even when and where he was dressed in a civilian coat and tie 
rather than in a police uniform, Williston Interim City Manager Terry Bovaird was easily 
recognized as he sat at the dais, in the Williston City Council Meeting Room of City 
Hall.  
     Joining him at this honorable bench of public service that night were the elected 
officials, Mayor Charles Goodman, City Council President Debra Jones, City Council 
Vice President Marguerite Robinson, City Councilman Elihu Ross and City Councilman 
Zack Bulloch. 
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     City Councilman Michael Cox was absent from the Sept. 20 meeting. 
     Other staff leaders at the dais were City Clerk Latricia Wright and Attorney Kiersten 
Ballou (serving on behalf of Williston City Attorney Scott Walker). 
     It was interim City Manager Bovaird’s first regular Williston City Council meeting 
where he was in his new official capacity. The City Council have placed him as the 
interim city manager for at least six months, and the potential exists for him to 
transition into being the city manager. 
     The meeting room was jampacked with people. 
     City Manager Bovaird said the first seven days in his new post, having surrendered 
his duties as Williston deputy police chief, were very exciting. 
     Timber harvesting on Williston Municipal Airport property can be anticipated for the 
next couple of Weeks Bovaird said Airport Manager Benton Stegall told him. The plan is 
to harvest the driest area first, and then in a couple of more weeks, move on to chopping 
down the next section. 
     “I think we’re going to make some pretty good progress on that fairly quickly,” 
Bovaird said. 
     With the resignation of former Human Resources Director Deanna Nelson, Bovaird 
said the job opening is posted first internally for existing city employees, and then the 
city manager will be casting a net farther out in the external realm, per the guidelines in 
the current employee handbook. 
     Another option for the next human resources director for Williston, he said, could be 
to hire an independent contractor. This is an option to consider for the cost invested in 
that service for the return on that expenditure, Bovaird intimated. 

 
Albert Fuller Sr. 
speaks with the City 
Council and learns the 
job description for the 
human resources 
director already exists 
in the city’s records. 
He also was assured 
the search for the next 
HR director will go 
beyond just the 
existing city 
employees, as well as 
there may be 

consideration of hiring a separate firm to provide that service to the city -- 
rather than having a city employee be the director human resources. 
 
     He said that if research goes toward the contractor method for HR, then he will bring 
that to the City Council for its ruling on whether this new route is one to take. 
     He alerted listeners to the potential four short electrical outages along Northwest 
Seventh Street, north of the 800 block, to better serve the Country Lane Estates 
Subdivision. These outages, anticipated to last no more than 30 minutes, are needed as 
the Williston Utilities Department replaces a couple of power poles. 
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Williston Mayor Charles 
Goodman is seen in action 
at the meeting. Another 
place where the mayor 
works is in the construction 
of the future municipal 
animal shelter out near the 
municipal airport. The 
mayor, a retired general 
contractor, has donated 
countless hours to help 
assure the structure will 
serve dogs and cats, and 
their future families of 
humans for many years to 
come after it is finished and 
operating. 
 
 

 
Williston Police 
Chief Mike Rolls 
and Williston 
Fire Chief 
Lamar Stegall 
are seen just 
before the start 
of the meeting. 
In Williston, 
unlike in some 
cities, the police 
officers and 
firefighters 
work together. 
The 
departments’ 
chiefs even call 
upon the same 
person to serve as their executive assistant – Brooke Willis. During the 
meeting, the police chief said the newest officer is progressing well. Also, 
officers are practicing using the bulletproof shields that were recently given 
to the Friends of the WPD for use by the WPD.  
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     In other electric service news, the new city manager said there is research into 
residential solar electric generators feeding back into the city electric grid. This is for 
homeowners using solar energy to potentially plug into the city’s power grid. 
 

OTHER NEWS 

     Among the happy other news of the night, City Councilman Elihu Ross has returned 
to action. 
     He said he appreciates the thoughts and prayers for his recovery from health issues, 
and he mentioned he is especially thankful for the bouquet of flowers sent to him. 
 

 
Williston Code Enforcement Officer Wayne Carson tells the City Council 
about a 1970 era boat and boat trailer (with a broken axle) that appears to 
have been abandoned at 811 E. Noble Ave. (U.S. Alt. 27). This abandoned 
property includes buried gas pumps of 1992 vintage, City Planner Laura 
Jones said. The owner of the property has failed to pay taxes for many years 
and there are multiple investors who bought tax deeds on the land. Carson 
said he does not want to see this location become a dumping ground like it 
has in the past. The city has more than $100,000 worth of fines against it so 
far for proved zoning violations. 
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Finance Director Stephen 
Bloom reports on the 
monthly status of the 
city. Generally, Williston 
is in good financial 
standing. In a separate 
matter, the City Council 
chose Purvis Gray as the 
auditors again. The fee 
increased from $40,000 
to $46,000 this year for 
that service. The city is 
receiving more grants, 
and therefore there is 
more work. This 
combines with inflation 
to show reason for the 15 
percent cost hike. Purvis 
Gray has served as the 
city’s auditor for several 
years, and this helps it 

know where to look for potential issues as well as for probable 
improvements from previous years. 

 


