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     TRENTON – A 27-year-old man from Levy 
County was arrested Sept. 18 and was jailed in 
lieu of $1.2 million-plus, according to 
information sent as a press release via email 
Sept. 19 at 3:24 p.m. from Gilchrist County 
Sheriff Bobby Schultz.     Austin Colby Colson, 
27, of Fanning Springs is charged with four 
counts of armed burglary with a total bond on 
those four counts of $1,005,000, Sheriff 
Schultz said. 
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     Additionally, Colson is charged with possession of firearm by a convicted felon, with a 
bond of $100,000; grand theft of a firearm, with a bond of $100,000; two counts of 
petit theft, and with combined bonds for those charges equaling $10,000, Schultz said. 
     Beyond that, Colson is in jail from a Levy County warrant for failure to appear, with a 
bond of $10,000. 
     Sheriff Schultz noted in the information included in the press release that Colson is 
no stranger to crime and the judicial system. 
     Colson has an extensive criminal history from Levy, Alachua, Taylor and Dixie 
counties, Schultz said, with more than 25 criminal charges in his past, and this 
convicted felon has served prison sentences in 2016 and 2018. 
     As for the chain of events leading to Colson’s most recent sojourn through the justice 
system, including his current taking up residency in jail, the GCSO on Sept. 18 received 
many calls for service in the southwest area of the City of Trenton, Schultz said, in 
reference to burglaries that had occurred, with one being a possible armed burglary in 
progress. 
     During the investigation, and with the assistance of individuals in the area, deputies 
identified Colson as the suspect, Schultz said. 
     GCSO deputies recovered a Savage Axis .223 caliber rifle with a scope attached at the 
scene of one of the crimes, Schultz said. This firearm was confirmed stolen during one of 
the burglaries, Schultz said. 
     Colson was located and arrested by GCSO Sgt. Garth Frier and Deputy Jeremy 
Zimmerman, Sheriff Schultz noted, with investigative assistance from Sgt. Stephen 
Stalvey, and deputies Mathew Adams, Austin Colson, John Fricke and Jovani Valencia. 


