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County Commission 

proclaims National Seafood Month 
Big Bend Shellfish Trail  

expands and improves 

 
Leslie Sturmer of University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences 

Shellfish Aquaculture Extension speaks to the County Commission on Tuesday. 

Standing next to her (in the salmon-colored blouse) is Natalie Anderson, a 

Biological Scientist II in the UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries, and Geomatics 

Sciences, another person who spoke about the Big Bend Shellfish Trail. 
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     LEVY COUNTY – Years ago, now retired Levy County Visitors Bureau Executive Director 

Carol McQueen, and Leslie Sturmer of University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural 

Sciences (UF/IFAS) Shellfish Aquaculture Extension, pitched an idea for the Big Bend Shellfish 

Trail. 

     In 2017, their idea came to fruition, complete with a brochure and map. Since then, it has 

gained traction and use, including some very recent additions. 

     Sturmer was one of the speakers Tuesday morning (Sept. 20) on the subject of the Big Bend 

Shellfish Trail at the regular twice monthly meeting of the Levy County Board of County 

Commissioners. 

     Levy County Visitors Bureau Executive Director Tisha Whitehurst read the proclamation this 

year, which was approved by a 4-0 vote of the Levy County Commission, to celebrate National 

Seafood Month during October by following the Big Bend Shellfish Trail.  

     Natalie Anderson, a Biological Scientist II in the UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries, and 

Geomatics Sciences, added to Sturmer’s introduction as she brought the audience up to date 

with the improvements to the program, map and brochure.’ 
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     The original trail, Anderson said, started in Levy County and went north along the Gulf Coast 

to Jefferson County. It guided visitors to show them where they could buy, eat and sometimes 

harvest their own shellfish, she said. 

     The handout provided information about aquaculture and the shellfish industry, she said, as 

well as methods to help protect water quality and the habitat for shellfish. 

     In 2022, Anderson said, the Big Bend Shellfish Trail brochure and map were updated with 

funds from the Levy County Visitor’s Bureau and UF/IFAS Shellfish Aquaculture Extension. 

Now, it includes 98 businesses, Anderson said. 

     It highlights restaurants, seafood retailers, bait and tackle shops and marinas. The most 

recent publication put out 20,000 brochures for distribution, Anderson said. The trail now 

includes Wakulla County. 

     The map now includes a physical trail, Anderson said, and it highlights the placement of 26 

educational panels placed along the working waterfronts, Anderson said, including 12 panels in 

Levy County at Yankeetown and Cedar Key. 

     National Maritime Awards Funds paid for these Saturday, weatherproof panels, Anderson 

said, that are in three counties. Anderson said the program hopes to install six new panels at the 

end of 2022. 

     The companion website for the Big Bend Shellfish Trail is https://floridashellfishtrail.org. 

     The Big Bend region of Florida includes some wide swaths of undeveloped coastline. Some 

visitors might miss the hidden world of shellfish that contributes a rich history and culture to 

the area. With a newly updated brochure and website, self-guided tours, and trail expansion, the 

public is invited to participate and unlock the secrets of shellfish from clams, oysters, shrimp, 

blue and stone crabs to bay scallops, as noted in a press release accompanying the program 

Tuesday in Bronson. 

     Everyone is invited to learn about the region’s working waterfronts across the coastal 

counties of Levy, Dixie, Taylor, Jefferson, and now Wakulla.  

     New self-guided tours on the Big Bend Shellfish Trail offer walking or driving directions to 

points of interest. Tours feature narration from local experts with insider knowledge about the 

shellfish industries, 

and are now 

available for Cedar 

Key, the community 

of Suwannee (Dixie 

County), the City of 

Horseshoe Beach, 

and 

Steinhatchee/Jena. 

 

 

Levy County 

Visitors Bureau 

Executive 

Director Tisha 

Whitehurst 

prepares to 

read the 

proclamation. 
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     Visitors Bureau Executive Director Whitehurst read the proclamation declaring October as 

National Seafood Month in Levy County. 

     The proclamation noted October is the month to celebrate fish, especially the freshest, 

sustainable fish caught in the Big Bend area of Florida. 

     Other parts of the proclamation noted 

     ● Floridians have access to in-season seafood – from blue crabs, hard clams, fish, oysters, 

shrimp, stone crab and bay scallops. 

     ● There is an effort to make sound conservation-minded purchases, and Levy County’s 

environmentally conscious consumer base feels good about buying local seafood. 

     ● The seafood industry in Florida provides more than 43 jobs throughout the state’s 

economy, and this industry generates $24.9 million in annual sales revenue. 

     ● Commercial seafood is an integral part of the Gulf of Mexico’s maritime history and it is the 

foundation of heritage for many coastal communities. 

     ●When Floridians opt for local Florida seafood, that they buy at the grocery store, at the dock 

or at the farmers’ markets, they support local fishers, local economics and Florida’s statewide 

economy for yeast to come. 

     With that and other factors, the County Commission declared October 2022 as National 

Seafood Month in Levy County. 


