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Gilchrist County government helps people 

 
Rosemary McDaniel speaks to the Gilchrist County Commission. Gilchrist County 

Finance Director Richard Romans is seen sitting in the background. Romans is in 

the office of Gilchrist County Clerk Todd Newton. The clerk himself was at this 

meeting, too, as was a relatively new deputy clerk for recording and composing 

minutes from this meeting. 
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By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 20, 2022 at 9:12 a.m. 

     TRENTON – As always, the five-member Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners 

helped residents of, and visitors to, the county. 

     During its regular twice-monthly meeting in Trenton on Monday evening (Sept. 19), the 

Gilchrist County Commission even started helping the community by listening to people who 

had three-minute limits during the public participation portion of the agenda. 

     In the first instance, Rosemary McDaniel, a member of the Waccasassa Lake Property 

Owners Association, learned that her pleas for help were answered with action. 

     Apparently grass seed (and other agricultural products) transport trailers were parked in the 

residential subdivision on a lot that is not meant for that purpose. 

     A mound of grass seed residue, too, needed to be spread rather than being in a huge pile 

because the property is for residential purposes, according to what was shared verbally during 

the meeting. 

     McDaniel, who had spoken with the County Commission during its most recently prior 

meeting, was relatively unhappy with a land use designation that had been amended. 

     As she spoke about the immediate problem from trailers being parked on a residential lot, 

and grass seed residue, she let the County Commission know that almost all of the 325 lots of 
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the Waccasassa Lake “Campsite” are sold. This property, she said, is not conducive to the 

activities for which some of it is being used, she said. 

     Gilchrist County Commissioner Sharon A Langford (District 1) was the first to speak to 

McDaniel about the issue. Commissioner Langford apologized that she no longer has a home 

telephone, but instead has a cell phone only. 

     Other members of the County Commission are Chairman Bill Martin (District 2), Vice 

Chairman Darrell Smith (District 3), Commissioner Marion Poitevint (District 4) and 

Commissioner Kenrick Thomas (District 5). 

     Chairman Martin asked if the mound of grass seed could be spread across the residential lot 

to solve that part of the problem. 

     County Administrator Bobby Crosby brought the County Commission into awareness of the 

most recent findings. 

     When the county first reviewed the complaint, he said, the belief was that the trailers were 

parked, and the seed residue was placed on property that is part of the seed mill. Further 

research showed that presumption was incorrect, Crosby said. 

     County staff found it was on a residentially platted lot in that subdivision, Crosby said. 

     The owner of the trailers was told they cannot be parked there, Crosby said. The trailers will 

be moved off of the lot that is almost five acres in size. As far as the seed, Crosby said, it will be 

spread across the land to grown into grass as soon as the trailers are moved. 

 

 
Lilly Miller of the National Caucus and Center on Black Aging speaks to the County 

Commission on Monday evening. 
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     Another person who spoke with the County Commission during the public participation 

portion of the meeting found the public servants wanting to help her with her mission. 

     Lilly Miller is the job developer of the National Caucus and Center on Black Aging (NCBA) 

mentioned that she lives in Madison County. Miller introduced Selena Morrell, who is a job 

counselor. 

     Miller’s office is in the CareerSource North Florida office in Madison County. Morrell’s office 

is in the CareerSource Florida Crown Office in Lake City. 

     However, the NCBA for this region includes counties in the CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion 

region as well. 

     Morrell’s business card shows she serves in the Senior Community Service Employment 

Program. Her office telephone number connects through CareerSource Florida Crown, which 

serves as the state agency to connect employers with people seeking jobs in Columbia, Dixie, 

Gilchrist and Union counties. 

     Morrell’s business card, however, also shows she serves people in Dixie, Gilchrist, Levy and 

Suwannee counties. Levy County is in the CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion region. Suwannee 

County is in the CareerSource North Florida region, which serves Hamilton, Jefferson, 

Lafayette, Madison, Suwannee and Taylor counties. 

     During her presentation in Gilchrist County, Miller said the NCBA program she serves as a 

job developer is to help people who are 55 years and older, who have been unable to gain 

employment for four years. 

     The program pays the older workers for six months to a year in a job they can do, Miller said. 

An employer may hire the NCBA worker after their program help ends, she said when asked. 

     Commission Chairman Martin asked if these workers receive benefits beyond the salary. 

Miller said that the NCBA covers only the salary of these workers. 

 

 
Gilchrist County Clerk Todd Newton, who is the clerk to the County Commission as 

well as to the Gilchrist County Court and the Gilchrist County part of the Eighth 

Judicial Circuit, helps county commissioners understand an aspect of government 

business during the regular meeting on Monday. 
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OTHER HELP 

 
County Administrator Bobby Crosby (left) and Gilchrist County Attorney David 

Miller ‘Duke’ Lang Jr. Administrator Crosby and Attorney Lang, and others, 

helped the County Commission learn more about local land development 

regulations during a one-hour workshop just before the regular meeting started at 

4 p.m. on Monday. The Gilchrist County Commission has been working for several 

months to learn about laws, codes, regulations and other matters that govern and 

guide the development of property in the county. 

 

     In other manners where the five elected public servants helped the residents and visitors of 

Gilchrist County, they performed their duties of setting policy, approving budget matters and 

directing the county administrator and department heads as outlined for this local government. 

     Among the plethora of action that late afternoon and evening, the Gilchrist County 

Commission also: 

     * Approved payment of a $40,200.56 invoice from Allstate Construction for its work in 

building the future Gilchrist County Jail. 

     * Approved payment of $36,454.75 to the Suwanee River Economic Development Council for 

homeowner occupied rehabilitation reimbursement for Denise Wells. 

     * Approved for Gilchrist County Tourist Development Council (TDC) Director Donna 

Creamer to attend AAA Threads 2022 representing Gilchrist County, Nov. 13-16, in Orlando 

(Not to exceed $2,500 and funds are budgeted). 

     * Approved for TDC Director Creamer to attend VNNF Retreat representing Gilchrist County, 

Nov. 16-18, 2022, at Spirit of Suwannee – Live Oak (Not to exceed $500 and funds are 

budgeted). 

     * Approved to place several TDC ads (Not to exceed $5,000 and funds are budgeted for the 

2022-2023 fiscal year). 

     * Approved TDC purchase promotional items (Not to exceed $4,500 and funds are budgeted 

for the 2022-2023 fiscal year). 

     * Approved the annual funding agreement with Levy County for Guardian Ad Litem services 

as the cost-share in these two counties’ part of the Eighth Judicial Circuit. The Eighth Judicial 
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Circuit includes Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Gilchrist, Levy and Union counties. This year, that 

percentage of cost is 28 percent, Gilchrist County Administrator Crosby said, adding this is in 

the typical range. 

     * Approved the Hazardous Waste Agreement with the North Florida Regional Planning 

Council. The annual fee approved is $2,697 for Fiscal Year 2022-2023 and it is in the budget. 

This service by the NFRPC takes care of monitoring all business generating hazardous waste in 

the county, as required by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 

     * Approved the $83,889 annual payment to the Florida Department of Health for services in 

Gilchrist County. This is the same fee as the past six years. Although costs have gone up, the 

state government has covered that and it is paying about $1 million for the services in this 

county by the FDOH, County Administrator Crosby said. 

     The County Commission members also heard a report from County Administrator Crosby 

regarding grants that are helping the county. 

     These local support grants are provided by appropriations of the Florida Legislature, and the 

County Commission asked Crosby to send a note of thanks to Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming 

Island) and Rep. Chuck Clemons (R-Newberry) for their help in obtaining these funds. 

     The following grants were approved for Gilchrist County: construction of a new Gilchrist 

County Fire Station - $777,420; assistance with the Gilchrist County Jail construction - 

$600,000; and assistance with the Gilchrist County combined communications system - 

$400,000. 

     There are two regular County Commission meetings scheduled for October. However, there is 

only one regular Gilchrist County meeting set for November and slated in December. 

     The November meeting is scheduled to be at Thursday, Nov. 17 at 4 p.m. and the December 

meeting is scheduled to be at Tuesday, Dec. 5 at 4 p.m.  All of the regular County Commission 

meetings are in the building that looks like an old church located on the southeast corner of 

Main Street (U.S. Highway 129) and Southeast First Avenue. 


