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Public hearings bring action 

for six properties in Dixie County 

 
Dixie County Commission Vice Chairman W.C. Mills (seen above) noticed an 

address should have been listed as Cross City rather than Old Town, which 

resulted in that matter being tabled Thursday morning (Sept. 1). 
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     CROSS CITY – Six separate properties were ruled upon by the five members of the Dixie 

County Board of County Commissioners Thursday morning (Sept. 1) during the regular twice-

monthly meeting.     The Dixie County Commission includes Chairman Jamie Storey, Vice 

Chairman W.C. Mills and commissioners Mark Hatch, Jody Stephenson and James Valentine. 

All five men voted the same way on each of the subsequent resolutions after the public hearings 

resulted in motions to take action, to table action, on the six requests. 

     One special exception from a zoning regulation that would have allowed a recreational vehicle 

in an agriculture zoning district was denied. 

     Two special exceptions from a zoning regulation were approved to allow a recreational vehicle 

in an agriculture zoning district, and in an environmentally sensitive area. 

     Two requested variances for setbacks were granted. 

     One request for a variance to allow a setback would have been granted, but it had to be tabled 

due to an error in the advertisement for the public hearing – and so that action was tabled. 
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     The four actions approved by the County Commission sitting as the ruling agents to decide 

these matters led to four subsequent resolutions that matched the actions made previously 

during the six public hearings. During all six public hearing Thursday morning, no member of 

the public or petitioners went to the podium to address the ruling agents. 

     Following is more specific information from those petitions by property owners and the 

rulings by the five members of the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners on Thursday 

(Sept. 1). 

     Heather D. Cowburn requested a special exception to permit one recreational vehicle in an 

agriculture zoning district at 1201 N.E. 910th Ave., Branford. This is in Commissioner 

Stephenson’s district. 

     Stephenson said he had heard several people objecting to this request. He spoke with 

Cowburn and she plans to build a house. Therefore, she is choosing the procedure related to that 

process. As a result, a motion by Stephenson to deny the request, which was seconded by 

Commissioner Hatch, met with a 5-0 vote to deny. 

     Leonard Larsen requested a special exception to permit one recreational vehicle in an 

environmentally sensitive area type of zoning district at 476 N.E. 212th Ave., Old Town. This is 

in Commissioner W.C. Mills’ district. Hearing no objects, Mills moved to approve the request. 

Stephenson seconded the motion, and it was approved 5-0. 

     Christine Myrick and Johnny Smith requested a special exception to permit one recreational 

vehicle in an agriculture zoning district at 776 N.E. 558th St., Old Town. This property is in 

Commission Chairman Storey’s district. Not only did Chairman Storey not hear objections, he 

said, but the neighbors endorsed approval because this property owner already has improved 

the appearance of the surroundings.  

     Since he is the chairman of the County Commission, Storey asked for a motion to approve it. 

Vice Chairman Mills’ motion to approve was seconded by Commissioner Stephenson and met 

with a 5-0 vote of approval. 

     Michael Driscoll requested a variance for a reduction of setbacks from 25 feet to 10 feet at the 

rear of a home to allow for new construction of a residence at 23 S.W. 294th Ave., Steinhatchee. 

This property is within Commissioner Valentine’s district. Valentine made a motion to approve 

the request. Hearing no objections, Commissioner Hatch seconded Valentine’s motion and it 

met with a 5-0 vote to approve. 

     William Norris requested s variance for a reduction of setbacks in rear from 25 feet to 10 feet 

on property at 20 S.W. 290th Ave., Steinhatchee. This property is within Commissioner 

Valentine’s district. Valentine made a motion to approve the request. Hearing no objections, 

Commissioner Hatch seconded Valentine’s motion and it met with a 5-0 vote to approve. 

     Vice Chairman Mills noted that the address listed as “555 N.E. 396th St., Old Town,” was 

really in Cross City. 

     Due to the legal advertisement previously published in the weekly newspaper for Dixie 

County showing the incorrect city, Commissioner Valentine’s motion to table the request for 

new construction of a pole barn there was seconded and passed with a 5-0 vote of approval to 

table it. 


