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Sheriff gets promise 
to seek improvements 

 
Dixie County Sheriff Darby Butler (left) speaks with Dixie County 
Emergency Services Division Chief Roy Bass before the start of the Sept. 15 
Dixie County Commission meeting. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison 
     CROSS CITY -- Dixie County Sheriff Darby Butler asked three of the Dixie County 
Board of County Commissioners to add a couple of things to its requests of the 
Legislative Delegation for the spring work that is set to happen in Tallahassee. 
     Present for the regular twice-monthly meeting of the Dixie County Board of County 
Commissioners on Thursday night (Sept. 15) were Commissioner Mark Hatch, 
Commissioner Jody Stephenson and Commissioner James Valentine. 
     Commissioner Hatch served as the acting Dixie County Commission chairman that 
night, due to the absences of Dixie County Commission Chairman Jamie Storey and 
Dixie County Commission Vice Chairman W.C. Mills. 
     Sheriff Butler said the Florida Legislature did not appropriate money he had sought 
to improve the countywide radio system.  
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Dixie County Sheriff Darby Butler speaks to the three members of the Dixie 
County Commission present for the regular twice-monthly meeting on 
Thursday night. 
 

 
County Commissioner James Valentine (left) and County Commissioner 
Mark Hatch listen to the sheriff. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
(from left) County Commissioner Jody Stephenson, County Manager Duane 
Cannon and Dixie County Attorney Chana M. Watson listen to the sheriff on 
Sept. 15. 
 
     After he asked for County Commission support in the upcoming spring session of the 
Florida Legislature for state aid in funding the radio system, Commissioner Stephenson 
made a motion to support it, and Commissioner Valentine seconded it, and it met with a 
3-0 vote of approval. 
     Additional space in an evidence, property storage and training facility for the Dixie 
County Sheriff’s Office is needed, Sheriff Butler said. 
     The county law enforcement agency has “outgrown its footprint” at the current 
location, which includes the Dixie County Jail, Butler said. 
     He asked the County Commission to approve him moving forward with North Florida 
Professional Services (NFPS) of Lake City to create what is needed. The NFPS website 
shows it offers a broad range of engineering services, and its team of experienced staff 
will provide innovative solutions to meet needs, including site development and more. 
     Butler is looking for a blueprint as well as a funding application to pay for the future 
structure. Commissioner Stephenson made a motion to support the sheriff’s request, 
and Commissioner Valentine seconded it, and it met with a 3-0 vote of approval. 
     The sheriff was asked a couple of questions unrelated to radios or structures after he 
made his two requests. 
     When being asked about sexual predators moving into Dixie County, Butler said that 
with the change of attorneys – from M. Michael O’Steen to Chana Watson, he remains 
certain the county is conducting research to improve an existing ordinance related to 
where in the county sexual predators are allowed to reside, although he could provide no 
update on the ordinance that night. 
     Commissioner Hatch asked County Attorney Watson to confer with the sheriff about 
that ordinance’s creation. 
     Commissioner Stephenson asked the sheriff about the DCSO acting to reduce the 
destruction of driveways, and to reduce the danger to life and limb presented by ATVs of 
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various forms driving all over the county, despite traffic laws to prohibit those actions. 
     The sheriff said the DCSO has seen some progress in local communities where ATVs 
and UTVs have been misused and caused damage, as he seeks to help the public 
understand the limits of where those vehicles can be legally operated. 
     When people are stopped from destroying others’ driveways, the sheriff is hearing 
“Thank you.” From the other end of the issue, he is hearing the question from riders as 
to why they can’t ride wherever they want, whenever they want. 
     The sheriff said he is making progress as he explains the law to the people who may 
not have understood the law before. 
     The sheriff let the county commissioners present know there have been crashes in the 
past year in Dixie County that required transport to hospitals due to failure to use 
enough care when operating this type of vehicle. 
     Through positive enforcement and education, the sheriff said he hopes to reduce or 
eliminate the damage to property and the injuries to people from improper use of those 
vehicles in Dixie County. 

OTHER ACTION 
     Dixie County Manager Duane Cannon found 3-0 votes of approval on all of his 
requests, including: 
     ● Execution of the construction and maintenance agreement between Dixie County 
and the Florida Department of Transportation for Dixie County Road 55A between the 
two points where it intersects with U.S. Highway 19. This Dixie County Attorney Chana 
Watson reviewed $313,000 project’s documents, and she said the agreement appears to 
be “legal, proper, and correct.” 
     ● Execution of the construction and maintenance agreement between Dixie County 
and the Florida Department of Transportation for the sidewalk project for the CR 351A 
(Northeast 223rd Avenue) connector trail from U.S. Highway 19 to the Nature Coast 
Trail. This is a $152,250 project. This Dixie County Attorney Chana Watson reviewed 
local agency program agreement’s documents, and she said the agreement appears to be 
“legal, proper, and correct.” 
     ● The agreements with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for 
planning services for $13,000, as well as for annual monitoring of hazardous waste 
generators for $2,717 for the coming fiscal year were approved. 
     ● The annual contract with the Florida Department of Health for operation of the 
Dixie County unit of the FDOH was approved with a cost to the county of $25,000. 
     County Manager Cannon also accepted tasks and revisions to the many other 
activities he conducts for the County Commission as everyone strives to serve Dixie 
County’s residents and visitors. 


