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Peanut Butter Challenge kicks off Oct. 1 
2021 statewide defending champion – Levy 

County – provides first list of drop-off points in 

Tri-County Area 
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     BRONSON – In 2021, more than 45,000 pounds of peanut butter were sent to local food 

banks throughout Florida following the 2021 Peanut Butter Challenge, an effort led by the 

Cooperative Extension offices of the University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural 

Sciences UF/IFAS, and Florida A&M University (FAMU) in partnership with local 

organizations.     The 2021 champion, Levy County, amassed an impressive 7,120 pounds alone. 

Madison County came in at a close second at 6,807 pounds. 

     This year, Kristen Brault of UF/IFAS Levy County Extension, was the first Extension 

employee to provide the general public with drop-off points via HardisonInk.com. 

     There was a brief mention of the upcoming challenge by Dixie County Librarian Cindy Bellot 

at a Dixie County Commission meeting in late August, but no list of drop-off places has been 

provided from UF/IFAS Dixie County Extension, nor from UF/IFAS Gilchrist County Extension 

to HardisonInk.com. 

     The Peanut Butter Challenge is an annual jar collection for local food pantries that started in 

the Florida Panhandle counties in 2012. Just as peanut butter, chunky, smooth and all other 

types is spread, this challenge is again spreading statewide this year. 

     All unopened, unexpired peanut butter jars of any size can be donated at any of the 67 Florida 

counties’ Extension offices from Oct. 1 through Halloween, Oct. 31. 

     The Levy County Extension office is located at 625 N. Hathaway Ave. (U.S. Alt. 27, in 

Bronson. 

     Brault noted other Levy County collection sites include: 

     • Town of Bronson (Town Hall), Bronson Public Library,  

     • Cedar Key Public Library, Cedar Key City Hall 

     • Luther Calloway Public Library (Chiefland) 

     • Capital City Bank (Inglis), A.F. Knotts Public Library (Yankeetown) 

     • Levy County Farm Bureau (Williston), Williston Public Library 

     • UF/IFAS Master Gardener table at the Annual Central Florida Peanut Festival 

In Williston on Oct. 1  

     • UF/IFAS Master Gardener table at the Cedar Key Seafood Festival, Oct. 15 and 

16 

     Coordinated by UF/IFAS Extension faculty, staff and volunteers, the competition among 

counties – for bragging rights only – was conceived as a way to feed hungry families ahead of the 

holidays in addition to promoting a Florida-grown crop, Brault said. 

     Peanut butter is an ever-popular item in food pantries for its nutrient density and shelf 

stability. The project took on new meaning in 2020 as it spread statewide for the first time as 

demand for food bank assistance had increased as an economic effect of the COVID-19 

pandemic, Brault said. 

     The most recent information from the United States Department of Agriculture shows food 

insecurity affected roughly one in 10 Floridians in 2020, Brault said. 
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     In addition to the community donations, the Florida Peanut Producers Association (FPPA) 

and the Florida Peanut Federation (FPF) have partnered with the project for several years. 

These organizations are based in the northwest and northeast peanut-producing regions of the 

state and again are scheduled to contribute to the totals distributed to food pantries in those 

regions. 

     In the 2020 Peanut Butter Challenge, the first year the event was conducted statewide, 

participating UF/IFAS Extension county offices received over 27,000 total pounds of peanut 

butter. Last year’s totals saw an increase by two-thirds, with over 45,000 pounds collected and 

FAMU Cooperative Extension joining in its first Challenge. 

“This program grows each year through grassroots community support and simple word of 

mouth,” said Libbie Johnson, agricultural agent for UF/IFAS Extension Santa Rosa County and 

co-organizer of the Challenge since its inception. “I love that we had our partners at FAMU join 

in the friendly competition last year. It’s such a great way to highlight not only the importance of 

the crop to our agriculture industry, but also the nutritional value peanuts can offer our 

neighbors who are food-insecure.” 

     To join or partner with Levy County’s collection this year, call 352-486-5131. This Extension 

office is always looking for more locations to host collection boxes. 


