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Chiefland’s undefeated Indians 
beat Dixie County Bears 35-0 

 
Jonathan Adams intercepts and sprints for a 25-yard touchdown to put 
Chiefland in the lead by three scores. 
 
Story and Photos  
By Terry Witt, HardisonInk Correspondent 
© Sept. 17, 2022 at 4:12 p.m. 
     CROSS CITY -- Chiefland Middle High School used a combination running and 
passing attack to overpower Dixie County Middle High School Friday night (Sept. 16) 
35-0 on the Bears home field. 
     First year Chiefland Indians Head Varsity Football Coach James Corbin said his 
team’s size and experience were more than the Bears could handle but he said he knows 
the young Dixie County team has a good future ahead of it. 
     Chiefland, 4-0 for the second straight year, is ranked sixth in the Florida High School 
Athletic Association Class 1A. The Indians have a bye week next Friday. 
     Dixie County, 1-3, will host Jefferson County next week. 
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Dakota Fisher turns on the jets as he sprints for a Chiefland touchdown. 
 

 
Chiefland uses a little razzle-dazzle play with running back Dakota Fisher 
handing off to fellow running back Paul Davis on a run for big yardage. 
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Chiefland Kicker Lawrence Rivers boots an extra point over the 
outstretched hands of a Dixie County defender. 

 
Dixie County quarterback Bret Nettles applies the brakes as he looks 
downfield for a receiver and avoids Chiefland defender Osten Jones. 
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Bear runner Carter Hodge is dragged down from behind by Chiefland 
defender Lawrence Rivers. 

 
 Dixie County runner Jaheim Taylor shakes off a Chiefland defender trying 
to strip the ball. 
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Three Bear defenders including Lynard Simpson (65) triple team up to stop 
Chiefland runner Anthony Blackman. 
 
     The Indians looked like a ranked team on offense and defense Friday night in Cross 
City. Dixie County knew what it was facing from the Chiefland team, but the Bears never 
stopped battling. 
     “Obviously, we expected to get the best of Dixie County. They are a really young 
football team and that’s something they are not going to be able to overcome,” Corbin 
said. “They had six juniors and seniors combined and we had 17 seniors. That’s a hard 
deficit to overcome. I know what they are going to be down the road and they played 
their butts off tonight and hats off to them.” 
     Corbin said the rain let up before the game started and he used the opportunity to put 
his passing game in action for the first time this year. 
     “Last week we wanted to throw but couldn’t because of the rain, “Coach Corbin said, 
“and tonight we could have come out with a mindset to run, run, run, but I came out 
with the mindset I wanted to throw because that’s something we had to work on. I don’t 
want to come into a situation like we had last year in the third quarter when we were 
trailing and you’re so run-heavy you can’t answer when you have to. That’s something 
we had to work on tonight and I think we did a pretty good job of it.” 
     Coach Corbin said he is aware of Chiefland’s tradition of being a run-oriented team. 
He invoked the memory of the late Coach C. Doyle McCall (Oct. 14, 1928-Aug. 9, 2021), 
a legend in Chiefland and FHSAA sports history, who loved the power running game. 
     “It’s definitely not Chiefland. I’m sure if Coach McCall is listening to this game in 
heaven right now, he’s probably talking about how he can come down and give us some 
words,” Corbin said with a smile. 
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     Corbin said it’s a new era and he has always believed good coaches adjust to their 
personnel. He would like to think he is doing exactly that by introducing a passing game 
to complement the power running. 
     Dixie County Head Varsity Football Coach Brock Canaday said the Bears knew what 
they were facing when Chiefland came to town. 
     “They have a good football team over there, a big physical team, something we would 
like to become. That’s our goal,” Canaday said. “I thought we were more physical than 
the week previous. Oddly enough, after a loss like that, we accomplished that goal. We 
really need to get healing. We’re banged up and had four starters out tonight. That’s not 
taking anything away from Chiefland. They deserved to win.” 
     Canaday said he has two seniors and five juniors and about 20 freshman and 
sophomores on the team. 
      “I’m proud that we didn’t just quit. There were some extra effort plays late in the 
game. There’s no such thing as a moral victory, but I’m proud of that,” Canaday said. 
     One of Canaday’s players trotted off the field during the game and accidentally 
bumped into this reporter. The player politely picked up the reporter’s notepad and 
handed it to him before walking off to rejoin the team. 
     Canaday said he has a good bunch of guys. Smiling about the incident, he said the 
reporter was correct, his players are polite and respectful, but he added they still have to 
be tough on the field. He said they are gaining in physicality every game. 
     The game belonged to Chiefland from the start. Two touchdowns were called back on 
penalties including the first score. 
     On the opening offensive play of the game, Chiefland quarterback Michael Tovine 
threw a 75-yard touchdown pass to Clint Thomas that was called back. Chiefland was 
awarded the ball on the 50 after penalties were marched off. Tovine and Thomas quickly 
connected for a 50-yard touchdown pass. Lawrence Rivers added the extra point. 
     The Bears lost the ball to Chiefland when they fumbled on their first drive. Chiefland 
ran one play and fumbled to Dixie County, but the Bears didn’t retain possession for 
long. The Indians forced yet another fumble on the next play and recovered the ball 
again. The turnover set up a 55-yard scoring drive that ended with Dakota Fisher 
running for a 5-yard touchdown. Rivers added the extra point. 
     Chiefland’s defense scored the third touchdown when Jonathan Adams intercepted a 
Dixie County pass and returned it 25-yards for a touchdown with 7:19 left in the half. 
Rivers added the extra point. 
     The Indians’ final drive of the first half ended with a 25-yard touchdown pass to 
Fisher. The extra point was missed. Chiefland went into the half with a 27-0 lead. 
     Midway through the third quarter Chiefland drove from its own 41 to score on a 35-
yard touchdown run by Fisher. Junior Brown ran for the two-point conversion giving 
the Indians a 35-0 lead. 
     The two teams battled to a draw in the last quarter and a half. Dixie County had the 
ball for the final drive of the game but couldn’t get past Chiefland’s stingy defense to 
avoid the shutout. 
     Corbin said he pushes his team to be physical on the field. He teaches them that 
physicality wins football games. He said Chiefland’s size, physicality and athleticism 
won the Dixie County game -- adding that a good passing game was another plus. 


