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2021 audit shows 

Dixie County financial standing 
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     CROSS CITY – Richard Powell, the senior partner of the accounting firm Powell & Jones 

CPAs of Lake City, shared with the five constitutional officers and others the truth about Dixie 

County government’s standing in finances as of Sept. 30, 2021, when he gave a verbal synopsis 

of the 100-plus pages of the actual audit report. 

     Present for the regular twice-monthly meeting of the Dixie County Board of County 

Commissioners on Thursday night (Sept. 15) were Dixie County Sheriff Darby Butler, Dixie 

County Clerk Barbie Higginbotham and three of the five members of the Dixie County 

Commission – Commissioner Mark Hatch, Commissioner Jody Stephenson and Commissioner 

James Valentine. 

     Commissioner Hatch served as the acting Dixie County Commission chairman, due to the 

absences of Dixie County Commission Chairman Jamie Storey and Dixie County Commission 

Vice Chairman W.C. Mills. 

     It was mentioned Thursday night that both Storey and Mills will be absent, too, from the final 

budget hearing of the County Commission, which is set for Sept. 19 at 5:30 p.m. in the Dixie 

County Courthouse. 

     Powell & Jones CPAs performed the audit for the fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 2021, for the 

other five constitutional officers as well as the Dixie County Commission, and all of the results 

are in the one report, with subdivisions for the various other constitutional officers – County 

Sheriff Butler, County Clerk Higginbotham, Tax Collector Michelle F. Cannon, Property 

Appraiser Robert Lee and Supervisor of Elections Starlet Cannon. 

     As for the offices of the County Commission, Tax Collector Cannon, Property Appraiser Lee 

and Supervisor of Elections Cannon, Powell said there were no suggestions for improvements. 

Clerk Higginbotham, who inherited a significant level of bookkeeping issues, and the office of 

Sheriff Darby have some matters that can be improved for a better audit report, Powell 

intimated. 

     Both Sheriff Butler and Clerk Higginbotham said their offices will continue to improve 

regarding auditing matters than they have thus far since taking office. 

     The county has the highest level of assurance, Powell noted, which is a good reflection of the 

quality of financial records and internal control procedures of the County Commission and the 

other five constitutional officers. 

     The county is fiscally sound, Powell said, and this is in no small part thanks to the federal 

government helping all state governments to overcome fiscal impacts from the global COVID-19 

pandemic. Beyond that boost as well as other state and federal grants, which were reviewed in 

the audit, the county shows it is fiscally sound as of Sept. 30, 2021. 

     The current fiscal year started Oct. 1, 2021 and ends Sept. 30, 2022. Therefore, this snapshot 

of the county’s economic health is about one year old, which is relatively common for 

governmental audit reports. 


